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THE BAHAI RELIGION 

AM) ITS 

ENEMY 

THE BAHAI ORGANIZATION 

CHAPTER I 

Axxacxd Wax or Arm Hm* Amumvu a Sw ata oa Aum» 
t* Aum'i- AsoCk R«it* ^titre ■■ Vim Km mm# 
a gp criwm -TiuT iu Bjulu Ouinutu« » m ru 
Htau Hcucton. 

The bile Professor E. G. Browne of the 
University of Cum bridge, who was the Iwst 
historian of the Buliui Cause, states: 

"My object in the present e«ay on the Bahu is two- 
fold - - 

*T winli to point out bow much still remains to be done 
to thoroughly elucidate the matter. and to euipluwixr 
the fact that ever}’ year which passes will render it more 
and more difficult to fill in certain important details in 
the history and chronology of this sect. 1 unrcrrly 
hope that some, who have the means and opportunity 
of assisting in this task may be induced to do so while 
it is still possible; Believing as 1 do that 

Balihm i* destined to leave a permanent mark in the 
world. I feel very strongly how desirable it is that this 
work should be accomplished . . . M 

Journal of ihr Ritual Attain' Society 1889; jiage 485 
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THR BAIlAl RELIGION AND ITS 

This is equally applicable t*> ocrinin events 
in the history of the Bahai Religion today. 
Tin earlier chronidw of this religion dealt with 
the physical martyrdom of the Bahia. This 
history, that I herewith recount, denis with the 
spiritual martyrdom that the Bahai Religion ha* 
suffered at the hands of the mrmbeitt of the 
Bahai organization. 

Although only a little over seven years have 
elapsed since I he passing of Abdui Balm, yet in 
these seven years the Bahai Religion has been 
diverted from its original intent and strangled 
more completely by organization than Christian¬ 
ity was diverted and strangled in the first three 
hundred years of its inception. In fact the poli¬ 
cies of tin* Bahai organization are the inversion 
of the Bahai Religion. 

It is therefore with mingled feelings of regret, 
as well as from n sense of duty, that I deem it 
neivssun to supplement my book. “Abdul Balm 
and I'hr Promised Age” with this book. In the 
, book I tried to show as clearly as possible 
w mt t c Bahai Religion is. What now follows 
* an etfort to show that the Bahai Religion is 

the it- ! uurieii conct ‘l ) ^ olJ that Lhe members of 
tnuigating " r * au,ZiiUon ure engaged in pro- 
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Two months after the death of Abdul Hahn, 
his sister sent the following cablegram to this 
countr>': 

January 16. 19«. 

Haifa, IVilhrmilr, .V. Y. 

in will, Shoughl LfTemli apjtointrd Cuardian of the 
(’«»« uhI Head of Hoasi* of J tot ire. 

•Signed) CtXKATEST ffotr Lor. 

An unsigned. umlnteti typewritten transla¬ 
tion of the alleged will of AIkJuI B.dia arrived in 
America four weeks later mid was read by Mr. 
Horace Holley to a gathering of Bahais. But no 
details w hatsoever, or comments, upon the al¬ 
leged will were vouchsafed the audience. 

The appointment of a successor came os a 
tliunderlmlt out of a clear sky, as AImJuI Baha 
had given no hint that he intended to appoint 
a successor. Oil the contrary, he *uid that after 
him the power of the Bahai Cause was to vest 
in whut would lw? known as Houses of Justice. 
In his own words, published in tiie official organ 
of the Bahai organization, “The Star of the 
West.” November M. IMS; page *38: 

"HU llolinrs-* Abraham covenanted with regard to 
Moses, lib Holiness Moses was the promised One of 
Abraham, and hr, Moses, covenanted with regard to 
Hi* Holiness Christ. *aying that Christ »a* the promised 
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IIL< HoKot* Christ covenanted with, regard to 
nsfllolineM The Paraclete- which menus His I!„li ne!tt 
1. » ,>A. His Holiness Mohammed covenanted as 

° V Thr jtnh. whom he called. *My promised One.* 
HUHuliiM**The Bah. in all Ills books. in all his cpfetlea, 
explicitly covenanted with regard to the Blessed Beauty, 
BahaVlIah. that BahaVlIah was the promised One of 
Hi* Holiness The Bah. His Holiness BahaVUah covenant¬ 
ed not that I (Abdul Balm) am the promised One, bnt 
that Abdul Baha is the Expounder of the Book and the 
(enter of His Covenant, and that the promised One of 
Babm'oHah will appear after one thousand or thousands 
of years. This is the Covenant which BahaVIJali mode. 
If a |person shall deviate be is not acceptable at the 
Threshold of BahVIlab. In case of difference, Abdul 
Baha must be consulted. . After Abdul Baba 

whenever the Universal lions** of Justice is organized, it 
will ward off differences.’* 

Commenting on the above the editors in a 
footnote of the December 31, 1913 issue, page 
iff8, express in the following the lx*lief prevalent 
among the Bahais during the lifetime of AIkIu) 
Balia: 


The cycle of Bali;> olluli extends for one thousand or 
thousands of years from 1H44 A. IE; but it is uni'jur in 
that the Most (treat Characteristic* of the new Cov¬ 
enant is the appointment of a Center, which is now in 
e person of Abdul Baba, and after him shall he vested 
in Uk Universal House of Justice for a period of one 
hotiaand or thousands of years.” 
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At a meetiug of the National Spiritual Assem¬ 
bly of the Bahais of the United States and Can¬ 
ada, that I attended February id , li>28, at 
which seven out of the nine members were pres¬ 
ent. I asked them if they could point to a single 
line in auy of the writings of BahaVlIah. or of 
Abdul Baha, which even hinted that they in¬ 
tended to appoint a continual line of successors. 
One of the members thereupon opened the 
book “Some Answered Questions" in which 
Abdul Baha comments on the eleventh chapter 
of the Revelation of St. John and read to me 
as follows: 

** ‘And the four and twenty elders which sat before 
God on their scats, fell upon their faces and worshipped 


God. 

‘Saving. >Ve give Thee thanks. 0 lord God Almighty, 
which art. aud want, and art to couie because Thou hast 
taken to Thee Thy great power, and hast reigned.’ 

“In each cycle the guardians and holy -souls have been 
twelve So Jacob had twelve sons; in the time of Moses 
there were twelve beads or chiefs of the tribe*: in the 
time of Christ there were twelve apostles; and m the 
time of Mohammed there were twelve Imam. But m 
this glorious Manifestation there are twenty-tour. * 
the number oi all the others, (or the .ho 

manifestation retires it. These hoK'wnls.remh 
presence of Cod. seated on the.r o.» thrones, «w»»* 


• 






THE BAHAI RELIGION 7 AND ITvS 


•These twenty-four great persons, though they are 
seated oo the throne* of everlasting rule, yet are worship. 
«•* of the appearance of the universal Manifestation, and 
they are humble and submissive* . . .** 

Page f,7 

It was thereupon explained to me that the 
four and twenty elders were the future success¬ 
ors of Abdul Baha, and these successors were 
to last until the next manifestation of God ap¬ 
peared, a thousand, or thousands of years hence, 
as BahnVUah had prophesied. 

Immediately I knew that this was not the 
meaning, not only because of what Abdul Baha 
hu<] said in the foregoing concerning the coven¬ 
ant, but also because twenty-four successsors, 
or popes, would be too few to cover a period of 
a thousand or thousands of years. If it were a 
thousand years each successor would have to 
reign an average of forty-three years after 
reaching maturity. If it were two thousand 
years, as the “thousands” imply, then each 
successor would have to average a reign of 
eightv-six years. In both instances this would 
be an impossibility. 

Later, I studied not only this chapter, but 
other writings of Baha o’llah and of Abdul Baha, 
relating to this same subject, and I found that 
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men selves we have the meaning of the* W 

and twenty elder*. Abdul Baha said in answ" 
the question: 


A,meet: Each one of the luminous bodies in this 
hroitlew firmament ha. a cycle of revolution which i. 

■>f a different duration, and every one revolves in its own 
orbit, and again begin# a new cycle. ... In the 
way, for the whole universe, whether for thr heaven# or 
for men, there are cycle* of great event., of important 
facta and occurrences. When a cycle i. ended a new 
cycle begins, and the old one, on account of ll»e ermt 
event# which take place, is completely forgotten, and 
not a trace or record of it will remain. A# you sec, we 
have no records of twenty thousand yean ago, although 
we have before proved by argument that life on this 
earth Is very ancient. It i* not one hundred thousand, 
or two hundred thousand, or one million, or two 
million yean old; it t# very ancient, and the ancient 
records and traces are entirely obliterated. 

“Each of the Divine Manifestation# have likewise a 
cycle, and during the cycle his law# and commandment* 
prevail and are performed. When his cycle Is completed 
by the appearance of a new Manifestation, a new cycle 
begins. In this way cycles begin, end, and are renewed, 
until a universal cycle is completed in the world, wheo 
important events and great occurrence# will take P*** 
which entirely efface every trace and every record of 
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THE BAHAI RELIGION AND ITS 

t hen a new universal cycle begins in the world. . . 

“Briefly, we say a universal cycle . . . signifies a 
Ion* duration of time, aud innumerable and incalculable 
period* and epochs. In such a cycle the Manifestations 
appear . . until a great and universal Manifestation 
makes the world the centre of his radiance. His ap¬ 
pearance causes the world to attain to maturity, and the 
extension of his cycle is very great. Afterwards other 
Manifestation* will arise under his shadow, who ac¬ 
cording to the needs of the time will renew* certain 
commandments relating to material questions and affairs, 
while remaining under his shadow'. 

“We are in the cvclp which began writh Adam, and its 
universal Manifestation is Baha’o’llah.** 

Some An steered Questions; Pages 183, 184. 

Balia o’llah explains that the length of these 
universal cycles of a Manifestation, from Adam 
until the next Adam, is fifty thousand years: 

Likewise understand the saying of the Eternal 

Beauty . . . the import of which is this; *1 was with 

a thousand Adams; the interval betw een each and the 

“f xt Adam Was fifty thousand years, and to every one 

, ,' hcse 1 declared the Walayat (succession) of tny 
father (Ali).* “ 

The Hook of Ighan; Page 119. 

d ^ nes: “and to everyone of these I 

008 the , . . succession” is explained by 


8 


* 


KNK.MY THE BAHAI ORGAMZATION 

i :“£? ° n ^ 

tbe next Manifestation, of God"^ ^ 
prophesies the coming of his successor. Ihc lime 

Ul Tu r"f' ly a lhou ' ia “ <l ye«, apart. 

All this plainly shows that the reference to the 

' four and twenty elders” docs not refer to suc¬ 
cessors or popes. It shows that the Founders 
of each religion had the power to look far into 
the future and to foretell the coining of another 
Founder of refigiou, a thousand or thousands of 
years hence. BahaVllah goes on to explain 
that due to the difference in stations the Mani¬ 
festations use different wrords and symbols at 
different periods. lie says that the Founders of 
religion ‘‘are all seated upon the throne of the 
‘Manifestation of God.’ A footnote explains 
this: “Lit. ‘concealment.’ The station of un¬ 
declared Manifestation.” 

Book of Ighan; Paw* 128. 


The four and twenty elders seated upon the 
throne are, therefore, according to 
Baha’o’llah and Abdul, the four and twenty 
Manifestations who will come at intervals of 
about a thousand years. “We are .□ the cycle 
which began withAdam.and it-< unIve 
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festation is BahaVllalT* plainly shows that 
are in the twenty-five thousandth year of tto! 
fifty thousand year cycle, and for the remainm* 
half of this cycle the four and twenty Manifest* 
ations of God will appear. 

But to return to the subject of the alleged 
will of Abdul Baha. Although the document 
had been read at a meeting of the Bahais in 
February, 19*2, when I was present, yet it was 
not until three years later, in February, 1925 
that typewritten copies of the document were 
distributed only among “old and recognized 
believers,” with the permission of Shoghi Ef- 
fendi. I was presented w r ith a copy. 

The reason that the will had come as such a 
complete surprise was because Abdul Baha not 
only had given no hint that he intended to 
appoint a successor, but, on the contrary, he 
declared himself many times in unmistakable 
terms against such a policy. The following w r as 
spoken at a Persian meeting and was recorded 
by his secretary, Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, July 


19, 1913: 

“The Blessed Perfection* has uptorn the root of th^ 
tree of superstition and religious offices. In the past ^ 
ambitious leaders of religions have been the caust 


•BftbaVlUh 
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sirs:!!: 

onl.nnt.ou One ia noi rejected .imply Wan*. £ 

T 1 VJ7 1 ! # title, or b» 

mhedted iffrom the Fathers. No! These are not the 

marks of distinction. On the other hand. tW Mn d,^ 
touU, the signs of their divine sanctity Mii 
become apparent in the hearts of othen. People 
are unconsciously attracted to them through their pure 
morality, their justice and loving kindness. Everyone i« 
drawn to them through their praiseworthy attributes, and 
pleasing qualities, and all the fares are illumined by the 
lights of their virtues and integrity. In this movement 
there t’j no title to be ffiren to anyone! no See to be in¬ 
herited hy any perton. "The Hand, of the Cause* arc 
the Hands of Truth. Then'fore, whosoever is the pro¬ 
moter and the servant of the Word of tiod he is the hand 
of Truth. By the ‘hands of God' certaindetinile inclining* 
are connoted. It is nut only a verbal expression. Who¬ 
soever is more humble in the Cause of God he U more 
confirmed, and whosoever is mure evanescent, he is 
more favored.” 


It is inconceivable that Abdul Balia should 
have made this public declaration and also the 
following two statements, if at that very time 
a will of his existed, appointing a successor 
endowed with all the powers of a pope: 


"There are no officers in this Cause. I «h> not aiu! 
have not "Appointed’* snyojjt 
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service, but I encourage everyone to engag* i n t , 
service of the Kingdom. The foundation of thi* C ai ^ 
iji pure spiritual democracy and nol a theocracy/* 

Star of the Went; pnge 110. August 40, ] 9 , 7 

“In answer to n question as to whether or not there 
would he nny clergy in the Bahai Cause. Abdul Balm 
said: No. In this movement there will never be »mv 
paid ministers, no appointed clergy, no bishops, no 
cardinals, no popes, no ceremonies. A clergyman, 
assuming that be is ordained to his ministry, may think 
that be knows more about Cod than any one else, whereas 
the humble man in bis congregation may know 
more about God than be does. The sacerdotal und 
theological position makes a clergyman proud and 
haughty. But there is one thing in this Cause: some 
people may become greater than the rest, not through 
appointment, but through the purity of their hearts, 
their unselfish deeds, their heroic sacrifices, and their 
knowledge of God. Such illumined souls, like kind 
fathers or teacher*, will guide ami teach those less for¬ 
tunate. They are the elder brother® of the members of 
the community. They do not arrogate to themselves 
any title or position. You will know them by their 
humility, their sincerity, their deeds, their setcron » 
their knowledge, their spirituality, and their 

Diary of Ahmad Sohrab , March ~ $ 

"A gentleman who had spent many ,\ear*» ' n . 
asked by what meaas and what kind o! oW in 
Abdul Bnha intended to spread his leading 


ENEMY THE BAHAI ORGANIZATION 

answer was: *Our organization is the tore of God. the 
knowledge of the Almighty, the descent of the breaths 
of the Holy Spirit, the outflow o( the spiritual Ufe; our 
capital is good deeds, merciful attributes, heavenly 
characteristics, and divine ethics/" 

Ibid; Derrnber SO, 1014 , 

BnhnVIlnh emphasized in the following that 
in this day we arc not to see through the eyes 
of clergy, popes, or successors: 

“ . . The religious doctor* of every age have been 

the cause of preventing the people from the .shore of the 
Sea of Oneness, for the reins of the people were in their 
control. Some among them have hindered the people 
by love of lendcndiip. and some hv lack of wisdom and 
knowledge." 

Thf Rook of Ifhan; page 10. 

*\ . Among the veils of glory arr the religious 
doctors of the age, and the theologians of the time of a 
Manifestation, who do not submit to the Command of 
God, on account of their lack of understanding and 
their devotion and love for outward leadership . - 
As the people have taken them in place of God for their 
masters, they await acceptance or rejection (of the 
Truth) bv these supporting props; for they have do 
sight, hearing or heart of their own to distinguish ami 
discriminate between truth and falsehood- 

“Though all the Prophets, Chosen Ones and Holy 
Ones have commanded on the part of God that 'hey 
should see and hear with their own eyes and ears, > 
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,iwivgJ»rding 
Imvr followed 


(be exhortation* of the Prophet*, t|, 
and will follow their divine* . ,, 

H'M; page 117 


Also read page* 1 n,, ‘* * M ‘Some Answered 
Quest ions.” ° n Abdul Balia says nbout 

popes and the papal see. 

He also counsels us to go to the source and 
not take our religion from the mouth of any 
man, because as all men differ they naturally 
color what they say by their own individuality; 

“Consider the phenomenal sun which shines forth on 
nil existent and contingent Icings with the same efful¬ 
gence But its appearance in every place, and 

the light it sheds thereon, i.« in accord with the degree 
of the capacity of that place*. For instance—in n mirror 
it reflects as forms and disk, and this is due to the 
clearness of the mirror itself . . . Likewise, colors also 
appear in accord with (the nature of) the place; even 
as in a yellow glass the splendor is yellow, in a white 
one the ray is white, und in a red one it is red. These 
differences are therefore due to the place and not to the 
effulgence of light, mid if the place is confronted by an 
obstacle, such as walls or ceiling, that place is entirely 
bereft of the splendor of the sun, and the sun does not 
shine thereon.” 

From The Seven Valleys; pages 24, 25. 


Some of the foregoing quotations were not 
familiar to me at the time the alleged will was 
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read, as most of them hud hem *upprtn«ed by 
Shoghi Kffendi and the deader* of the Bahai 
organization. But from the very first I neither 
accepted the alleged will, nor rejected it. hut I 
leaned far more towards its rejection than I 
did towards its acceptance. My attitude was 
one of “watchful waiting.” I knew that if it 
were true, the results of the administration of 
Shoghi Kffendi would be one of the strongest 
proofs of its authenticity. If it were not true, 
then time and circumstances would eventually 
cause the truth to become known. 

This stand on" my part caused me no embar¬ 
rassment. inasmuch as I had never belonged 
to the Bahai organization (Spiritual Assemb¬ 
lies). From my personal contact with Abdul 
Balia, as well as from all of his teachings, and 
those of BahaVllah. I realized that one of their 
chief aims was to eradicate the clan conscious¬ 
ness from man, and bring him into the universal 
consciousness. Over and over again, both Baba* • 
o’llali and Abdul Baba, show that the Bahai 
Religion is to lie brought into each of our lives 
and applied, and not into an organization or 
box, as the leaders of the Bahai organization 
have tried to do. For even though they try to 
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nersuadt* people t lial thcir ,K>X ' includes «« the 

others yet universally minded people perceive 
That it is * I>° x i ust ,he same ’ and sh - v awa . v 

from it. , , • j 

In primitive times the clan idea, or organi¬ 
zation. was the great achievement. For man 
was so lacking in the consciousness of the oneness 
of mankind that he had to l»e educated into so 
simple an organization as the family life. Little 
bv little he was led to broaden his conception, 
fmm family to tribe, and from tribe to country. 
Hut that which was a splendid thing and very 
necessary at one stage in the life of an individual, 
or a race, becomes at a later stage not only un¬ 
necessary but harmful as well. For in exact 
accordance as people increase in numbers in 
these different boxes, or organizations, so do 
the leaders use the force of numbers to impose 
their will upon the rest of the race. Thus today 
we witness the same old primitive warfare of 
tribe against tribe, only as it is now called 
organization and is conducted on a larger scale, 
we lose sight of the fact that the principle is 
the same as that which governed the primitive 
races. 

This was the martyrdom of Abdul Baha. He 
spoke for the maturity of the age and hoped his 
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].gmn m a tnbal way „ n( j p. Ufmrd it otl £ 
effete methods of the prist. 

Archbishop Trench said that the cults and 
sects at the time of Christ caine to religion not 
to learn its language, but to compel it to speak 
their own. This applies overwhelmingly today 
in the case of the leaders of the Bahai organiza¬ 
tion. They have come to the Bahai religion not 
to learn its language of the universal, but to 


compel it to speak their own language of organ¬ 
ization. 

About two years after I had become interested 
in tlie Bahai Cause (in 1914) an olTer was made 
to nu* to travel as a paid teacher in order to 
promulgate the Bahai Message. I refused this 
offer because even then 1 realized that the door 
of further spiritual enlightenment would close 
unless I kept my religion inviolate from money, 


and everything that smacked of the old ecclesi- 
asticism, as Bah&Vli&h and Abdul Baha had 


cautioned their followers to do. 

When I visited Abdul Baha in 1920 he con- 
firmed my stand. It happened thus: One 
morning when my husband and 1 were taking 
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early morning tea with him we f 0vin j 

engulfed in great Hoods of correspond^ ^ ***** 

contrary to his usual ciLstom of praising ***** 
he spoke of the dreadful lack of harmony exi!?*' 
among the members of the Bahai assembly! 
in America, and the letters of complaint th 
they wrote to him, one against the other. “Great 
God!” He exclaimed, “can't they understand 
that I have nothing to do with such pettiness.” 

I thought, “Why is Abdul Baha telling me 
this? I have never belonged to the Assemblies.” 
I concluded that this was an opportune time 
to ask him if my stand in not belonging to the 
Bahai organization was the right one. His face 
beamed with happiness as he nodded approval 
and said: 


“The organization that the Bahais have ainong them¬ 
selves has nothing to do with the teachings of Bahao'Hah. 
The teachings of BahaVHah are universal and cannot 
be confined to a sect.” 


Abdul Baha has said this same thing to many 
other people only not quite so bluntly* 

At this same time Abdul Baha also sal *. 
answer to questions that Dr. B. put 
that the Bahai Religion was the greater 
izat ion and Baha VHah was I lie great* si ° r 
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er. There was nothing incompatible \ n the*, 
two statements that Abdul Balm uttewd-^on* 
to me and one to Dr. B. They both meant the 
same thing. Balm o Hah i* an organizer in the 
supreme and spiritual milm* and on the inner 
plane as the following shows: 

•'The foundation of the palace of peace in the ron»- 
rionnteu of the nnenes$ of mankind.** 


When people come into this consciousness 
they are united in an inner organization where 
there can be no more lack of harmony than 
there could l>e between the cells of the laxly of 
man. For we become keenly conscious that the 
members of the body of mankind are na surrly 
one as that the cells of his body form one 
structure. When this happens we realize 
that if wc arc unkind, or harm another, il 
returns to us like a lioomotung, through the 
immutable workings of the law of cause and 
effect. But as the punishment for the violation 
of the Divine Law does not always overtake 
man so quickly, nor in such an obvious man¬ 
ner, as does the violation of the material law.he 
fails to correlate action and re action. 

Organization is a substitute for the attain¬ 
ment to this consciousness of the oneness 

19 
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t .^,1 This is why Abdul Baha said that 
“/ on.anU.tkm that the Bahais have among 
■hrm-elvrs had nothing to do with the teachings 
„f BahaVUah. Abdul Baha was also asked by 
a pilgrim if the opening sentence of the follow- 
ing was not a mistranslation: 

•'The Bahai Religion is not nn organisation. You can 
never organise the Bahai Cause. The Baliai Religion 
u th< . Spirit of this age. It » the essence of all the 
highest ideals of this century. The Baliai Cause is an 
inclusive movement; the teachings of all the religions 
«,d societies arc found here; the Christians, Jews. 
BuddM.v Mohammedans, Zoroastrians, ThcoaophUts, 
Freemasons, Spiritualists, etc.. find their highest aims 
in this Cause. Even the Socialists and Philosophers 
find their theories fully developed in this Movement/* 

To this he replied: 

‘The Bahai Religion cannot be confined to an organisa¬ 
tion." 

The pilgrim was evidently much pleased with 
what he considered this modification of Abdul 
Balia’s first version of the foregoing, hor this 
second version was immediately printed and 
circulated by the Baliai organization, in place of 
the first version, in pamphlet "9**. 

But no sooner was Abdul Baha in his grave 
than the leaders of the Bahai organization 
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evidently awakening to the fact that the second 
version really meant identically the <*m* as the 
first, thereupon suppressed both version*. After 
Iris death when they could safely do *o. » new 
edition of this pamphlet was published, and the 
opening sentence was omitted altogether, with¬ 
out the slightest typographical indication that 
material hnd been omitted. 

In fact, this has l>een one of the policies of 
the leaders of the Baliai organization since the 
death of Abdul Baha -to suppress and garble 
the Balini teachings to suit their own ends. 

Christ’s mission was to break up the Phari¬ 


saical altitude toward life ami religion that the 
Jews had drifted into. Yet only a few hundred 
rears after the crucifixion. His followers had 
drifted into the same rut of Phariseoism that 
Christ eanie to abolish. He warned them over 
and over again that if they poured the new wine 
of his religion into old bottles, there would be 
„n explosion. We know the frightful cxplosma 
that took pk.ee during the dark ages. In tin* 
dav things have speeded up for <hough only 
seven venrs have elapsed since .he dead, of A1 ul 
Balm 'vet the Bahai Religion has. in the ba^. 
of Shoghi Effcndi and the 
organization. Income a more ph»ns««' 
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than any in existence. A Pharisee is the ctem 1 
tvjK* of all those who have lost their elasticity 
of mind and l>ecome hide-hound to sonic partic. 
ular sect, or clan or reform, and who measure 
faith with a tape measure and tabulate it and 
put it in a box. This state of mind is not con¬ 
fined to members of religious organizations. 
For instance, the Socialists and the Bolshevists 
are just as pharisaical in their attitude towurd 
life as the Pharisees were in the time of Christ. 
They are hide-bound to their convictions, and 
rail themselves progressives without perceiving 
that the clan attitude toward life which they 
advocate, and which makes divisions among 
mankind is always reactionary. This is true, 
whether people of tills type are tabulated under 
the name of a reform, or a sect, or a religion, 
and whether the aim is to create class con¬ 
sciousness, or clan consciousness, or youth 
consciousness, or any other divisions. It is 
opposed to the principles of the oneness of man- 
kind. That is why it is so lamentable that we 
members of the Bahai organization should • 
revert etl to these reactionary conceptions, 
lost the glorious heritage that Baha o a 
Abdul Baha bequeathed to this centur>«^ ; 
following by Abdul Baha describes 1 iese 
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‘Holding to the letter of Ui* Uw U m » ny lijae# M 
indication of a derirc for leadership O nr who auuian 
to be the enforcer of the Uw .how. on intellect^ 
understanding of the Cause, bit that spiritual guidaarc 
in them i a not yet established. 


The alphabet of thing* u for children, that they may 
in time uae their reasoning power*. ‘Following the 
spirit* is a guidance by and through the heart, the 
prompter of the spirit The Pharisee* were extremely 
orthodox, holding strictly to the law. They wet* the 
cause of the condemnation and ultimate crucifixion 
of Jesus.” 


♦ t • 


"Were not the Revelation of Boha'o’llnh one adapt* 
hie to the entire world and its diverse nation*, it could not 
Ik* a unique and universal Revelation. Imt it* elasticity 
adapts itself to all conditions, and its spirit w one that 
moulds itself into every vehicle and need for the ac¬ 
complishment of the divine plan of unity. 

But when some follow merely the hard and fixed 
letter of the law. they deprive it (the Revelation) of 

iU clastic quality— the spirit-and endeavor to convert 

it into a hard instrument of inflexible qualities. 

Star of /hr West. June *4.1015 ; pages 4S. 41.45. 

The very element that had made vae shy °® 
from becoming a member of the socialist organ¬ 
ization was the very element that »“**_• 
off from becoming a member of tbc Baha. r k 
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ization. I recognized certain ear-marks eharac- 
teristic to both, which I knew did not ring true 
to the universal. Fortunately for me the only 
instruction I ever had regarding the Bahai He- 
ligion was my direct contact with Abdul Balia 
himself, and a very careful reading of the Bahai 
literature. I sensed from the very first that the 
group who were known as Bahais represented 
something quite different from that which 
Abdul Baha was trying to present to the world. 
This conviction came to me overwhelmingly 
alter the death of Abdul Baha. For then the 
clan idea, opposed to the universal principles 
of the Bahai Religion, reigned supreme. 

Abdul Baha said that it would be impossible 
to create any schism in the Bahai Religion. The 
Bahais have interpreted this as meaning that 
hro Bahai organizations cannot Ixe formed when, 
as a matter of fact, l>oth Baha’o’llah and Abdul 
Baha show that no organization can be formed 
of the religion itself. How (rail a state of con¬ 
sciousness be organized? And that is what the 
Bahai Religion is— coming into the state of con¬ 
sciousness of the unity of mankind—the unit} 
of religions, and the unity of God. 

"The moment a group of people form a Bahai 
organization they are following a “particular 
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meeting of unity/’ which AMul Baha, in the 
following, exhorts his followers not to do: 

”0 friend*f It is the wi*h of Abdul Baha. that the 
friends may establish general unity, and not a particular 
meeting of unity. You must have great consideration 
for this fact, for during past cycles such events were, 
in the beginning, a means of linrmnny. they became in 
the cml the cause of trouble/* 

Tahiti* Containing Inrtmdwnt; 1006, 

. . It is not necessary even to label one’s self. 
One may call one’s self a Bahai and in noway live the 
life* on the other hand one may live the life and never 
be known ns a Bahai. It is not so much hy what name 
you are culled, but what you are in your heart. Are 
you loving and serving God? Lore and service are the 
greatest requisites of a good life. Endeavor iu every 
possible way to do some favor, some sendee for someone 
else; do this dnily, no matter how small or trivial the 
act of kindness nmv be. Even n >mi!r counts for much. ’ 
From Table Talk* nf Abdul Baha; 1906. 

“If we arc true Bahais, speech is not needed. Our 
actions will help on the world, will spread civilization, 
will help the progress of science, and cause the arts to 
develop. Without action, nothing iu the material 
world can be accomplished, neither can word* unaided 
advance n man in the Spiritual Kingdom. It b not 
through lip service only, that the Elect of God have 
attained to holiness, but by patient lives of 
service they have brought Light into the \Wld. 
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"Therefore, *triv* that your actio*- ^ 

br * uU, “ l '«)»"• Turn t«w« r ,|,‘ * y J'J' '<«y in» r 
to do that which i. right „„| «obk„**? “H 
poor, raiic the f.llcn. comfort the J**'* Mw 
healing to the sick, reassure the fearful r „. U ' ^ 
bring liape to the hopdr*., 4,r|(e r .l"* Um * «*• 
I hi* is the work of a true Bahai and it * ■** 1 tMl *l 
of him. It wc .trivc to do ’.II ,hi,*," * b * 1 !• 
true Bahai*, but if wc neglect it. we are not foil!! 
tic I.igJit, and we have no right to the Zll ""**' - 
Gwl. who see* all heart*, know, how f« r our tU- 
are the fulfilment of our words." 


“There arc prepared souls in every religion. Tod*y 
God is working in all the churches instructing many 
fouls in celestial brotherhood. These souls are rrlutrd 
by invisible and spiritual ties and are being ripened by 
the Holy Spirit." 

“The Bahai Religion is not au exclusive society, but 
a Divine congregation, the dome of which i# the 
Infinite Heaven, and the temple of which is the expanse 
of the earth." 

"No one enn bottle up the Bahai Spirit. The Bahai 
Spirit is the most elusive ether; it is here, it is there, it 
is everywhere. It is the origin and substance of® 
highest ideals of this and the coming ages. The 111 
Spirit it undogmatic. super-racial, inter-social »nd non- 

Plr,i “ n " Abdul Baha. 


CHAPTER H. 


‘ »•■!« TlATHtM—VM ‘- 

tori MMM Urtmm Ltt, Htmwr Ommmnm fr*. 

mBwm Ttf*fr—H* has U.ssmx, Wnitimm m H, 

K*U 09 hot. Hoi.* or JVrTVt M Til* **1,1 

l*TAT»—IW»T Til* Urmrrt'At. 4 nsshsi.» «r Bahai* 


During lOifl, when I visited the Bahai 
Assemblies in nil the large cities, on my way to 
California, I |wrcrivod that so subtly hail a 
transition Ijecn made from the original prin¬ 
ciples of Bulta'o'lluh mid Abdul Balm that the 
touchings had become completely invittM with 
few of the Bahais realizing this, lit fact. 1 saw 
scarcely a truce of the Bahai teachings evidenced 
anywhere. To In* sure I heard much talk about 
universal peace and tin* brotherhood of man. 
anil many other principles that are commonly 
talked nl>out by the votaries of doseoa of "eels 
and reforms today* But IflM - ulK»ut these prin¬ 
ciples is worse than ineffectual when people 
net in a narrow sectarian "ay, ns the Bahais 
were, and an* doing, in violation of the uni* 
versa! principles of the Bahai Religion. 

From everything 1 observed 1 hiu" ' * 
Shoghi Effcndi hml made a very careful >tu*y 
of Bolshevism. not in onlvr to 1 • 

<7 
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* I o 

“Therefore, strive that your action? day I 
be beautiful prayers. Turn towards (’ )H i V t,ay tn ‘v 
always to do that which is right and noble ' v" <l 
poor, raise the fallen, comfort the Mirrv , f ,ch tl_ "' 
healing to the sick, reassure the fearful hrin# 

pressed, bring hope to the hopeless, shelter Tl '"] U,r 
“ThU is the work of a true Bahai. ! 

eipwted of him. If we strive to do , 1 | * h "' » 

true Bail a 15, but if we neglect it. we are tux f ii ** 
tie LisM. and «e have do right to the ^ 

« Ar h,,n f ”'».- 


Tkm m pre,«,re,l soul, iu every religion. T...I , v 
Ood IS working in all the churches instructing „inm 

aoub m_cjta.ua brotherhood. Them soul, are „ I n. 

*■ Md ‘ 1 

"The Bahai Religion » not an exclusive society, l,,i 

I a -Y^r co,l?re h'*fjoo» the dome of which i> tin 

oHhe rartir^ 11 ' ^ ° f k the «»**««’ 


'Xo one can bottle up the Bahai Spirit The Huh 
£P«t U the most elusive ether; it is here, it is there, it 

^ ** or ^P n au( J .Mikstancv oi u 

e . . . , ^ em ^ °f tW* and the coming ages The Huh 

u un ogmatie, super-racial, inter-social »n*i ihmi 

Partisan. 


Abdul Baha. 


CHATTER II. 


Frcbimiu <>»• Cowciawca a Bahai TnArmxo —tub Au,no*r> 
Bccchshivh Snonni KrPBSni Like Suvik^ Governhext Sri*- 
mrcfftKs TUt»—H k n.\» C. moiled Writinob op RhiiaVlub 
AS t> or Abdii. Baha—H.icak or JuvncE i» the Fi.tvihs 
State - sor the Srtum al AasauntT or Bahai*. 

During lft'JO, when I visited the Bahai 
Assemblies in all the large cities, on my way to 
California, I perceived that so subtly had a 
transition been made from the original prin¬ 
ciples of BahaVllah and Abdul Balia that the 
teachings had become completely inverted with 
few of the Bahais realizing this. In fact, l saw 
scarcely a trace of the Bahai teachings evidenced 
anywhere. To be sure 1 heard much talk about 
universal peace and the brotherhood of man, 
and many other principles that are commonly 
talked about by the votaries of dozens of sects 
and reforms today. But talk about these prin¬ 
ciples is worse than ineffectual when people 
art in a narrow sectarian way, as the Bahais 
were, and are doing, in violation of the uni¬ 
versal principles of the Bahai Religion. 

From everything I observed 1 knew that 
Shoghi Effendi had made a very careful study 
of Bolshevism, not in order to combat it, as 

*7 
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Abdul Baha said we should do, but in order t. 0 
imitate its methods, and apply them to the 
administration of the Bahai organization. This 
despite the fact that Abdul Baha said: 

“The future is bad . . . Nations should strive to 
extinguish this fire (of Bolshevism) so that it would not 
spread to other countries. It will soon affect other 
countries ... for the mass of people have a Bol¬ 
shevik tendency.” 

The Light of the Worll. 

I happened to mention this in one of my talks. 
After the lecture I was approached l>v one of 
the members of the Assembly and informed that 

Shogtii Effendi had forbidden this to be men¬ 
tioned—that everything of a political nature 
must be eliminated from discussions. Naturally, 
be would require such restrictions, as his tactics 
and those of the members of the National Spirit- 
!r £“f mb V very much akin to those of 
S„ in gov< ‘ rnm<, nt today. In the New York 
an .‘T“ HofM »ch 17,1949, there appeared 
who letter /’ ?• A ' Ashmead-Bartlett , C.U.E., 

formerly I & ** Weeks «" s 

reonom'ic » n 'f 01 '7 ° f parll “ Dle " 1 fx»litical. 
He shows h . ^ conditions in Kussi 

, ^ n,ne people are keeping 140,000, 
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000 people in subjection, and the method that 
they use in election is so identical with that 
which Shoghi Effendi has imitated, hoping 
that he, too, may in timfe Income a dictator 
on the same colossal scale, that I here quote 
it in part: 

“But in reality changes in the l’olitique Bureau are 
only brought al»out by the raemhers themselves. They 
name their own list of candidates anil the delegates vote 
as they are told- No opposition group would dare put 
up candidates of its own choice . . .” 

“The Politique Burenu now consists of nine persons, 
who form the Supreme Governing Executive . . 

“The latter’s duties are considered very important 
and consist of studying the rolls of all those employed on 
local Soviets or in factories to find out if they are strict 
Communist ...” 

“When issues have to be voted on, the procedure is 
simple and effective. The chairman reads out the 
motion and then demands those who are against it to 
raise their hands. The delegates know too well what 
will hapl>cn to them if they oppose a motion once it h** 
been adopted by the platform and sit in silence. 

“Wien the government has had enough of these 
meetings, which arc liable to drag on interminably, all 
it has to do is to close the restaurant and then the 
delegates are very pleased to clear out of Moscow, 
whole farce is a magnificent piece of stage managemen^ 
to make the delegates—and the people they represen 
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believe they really Lave a say in the councils 0 f » 
country. In reality they have none.” 

“It is W to understand how all the real po Wrp 
government thus organized lies in the hands of /* 
party chiefs, who control the machine. Stalin i* to j 
the master mind and possesses a supreme knovV-Y' 
of the party organization owing to tile many yours f ! 
»pent as secretary under Lenine. No change <>f rm r 
can be brought about without the consent of the 'f , 
Nine” and any proposals they make are automaticalk 
indorsed by the All Union Congress of Soviets.” 

Shoghi Effendi conducts the Bahai election* 
in the same manner, and it is more of a farm 
than that of the Bolsheviks, hike then, he 
•tudies the roll of the Bahais and, through :i 
jystem of espionage, he knows every simile ,.f 
*• M among them. He selects those who lean 

ir^' t0WardS him ' au<l lil( - voters 
hrn S,T rc • "* a 'r it who » •« he elected 
rto.e AnT'n! Pe< : l,lc have »nder the Soviet 

-thief aim jj . ‘“ h rnni.nl hi. 

conscience. Th»J I, - PreSS man 8 freedom of 

the Balmi » Y 18 n ° violation «>f 

exo-rpt., fronTthe** v 8 " tilis ' follow ing 

Of Abdul BM.. L Wnl, ' ,g8 of Baha’o-lhih 
ewpc * 8a 4? hia f ow .®* necessity of man’s 

of conscience: 

^ men diffp f in o • . 

P^rvtQa *|:ould ^ ,1Cir degree of knowledge, if two 

lo podH'SN different vir\v|" in 4 
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as regards the degree and .station of the Manifestation 
of God, both are acceptable before Gcal, for, in accord 
with the blessed verse: *Ycrily # we have created souls 
different in degrees; Gtni has created men different in 
understanding and diverse in manners. But. if those 
having two points of view engage in conHiet and strife 
while expressing their views, both of them are rejected. 
For, by knowing the Manifestation of God it is intended 
to unify the hearts, cultivate souls ami to teach the truth 
of God, whereas, conflict and strife of two persons with 
two different points of view would do harm to the 
Cause of God ...” 

Baha'o’liah in The Briliian Proof’, page 28. 

v by Mina Abut Fazl. 

In the following talk given by Abdul Balia 
in 1912 he further elucidates this subject: 


know ye that God has created in man the 
power of reason whereby man is enabled to investigate 
reality . . . He has endowed him with mind or the 
faculty of reasoning hy the exercise of which he is to 
investigate and discover the truth; and that which he 
finds real and true, he must accept. He must not be an 
imitator or blind follower of any soul. He must not 
rely implicitly upon the opinion of any man without 
investigation; nay, each soul must seek intelligentl}, 
oud independently, arriving at a real conclusion »«"i 
bound only by t hnt reality. The greatest cause of bereave¬ 
ment anti disheartening in the world of humanity w 
ignorance, based upon blind imitation, b Ul 
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that wars and battle* prevail; from flu* cause l 
and animosity arise continually among mankind * h 1 
“God has given man the eye of investigation fj , 
lie may see and recognize truth. He has endow! h 
with ears that he may hear the message of reality" 1 *" 
conferred upon him the gift of reason by which 1 

discover things for himself. This is his emlownien* " " 
equipment for the investigations of reality. j\j , 
not intended to sec through the eyes of another ! 
through another’s ears nor comprehend with huoii 
hrain. Each human creature has individual endow r J 
power and responsibility in Uie creative plan ,,f 
Therefore depend upon your own reason and judge,! ‘ 
and adhere to the outcome of your own invest igi,tj t ^. 
otherwise you will be utterly submerged in the s*. n , ? 
ignorance and deprived of aii the bounties of God. Ti • 
to God; supplicate humbly at his threshold, s W kn ! 
assistance and confirmation, that God may rend asunder 
llK vvh that obscure you, vision. The,, will y„„ r ev „. 
be filled with ffluniination| face to face you will l„.|,old 
.be reahty of God aad your heart Ik-cu.c corn,,I, 1 , 1 , 

22. ^ *^ e t * ross ignorance, refleeling l, 

Slones and bounties of the kingdom.” 

B i» the duty of everyone to i , 

Dot do* investigation of reality by another will 

Tb Promulgation of Universal Truth. D- 
jt f) .**** W Abdul Baha; pages 28 o-^ 87 -i 8 S. 

fruiii t Narrative,” tninshiteii 
Rfljn 30 ky Prof. Edward (i. Prow tie 
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of Cambridge University, Abdul Buha’s com- 
ments on this are as follows: 

"... Now this is beyond the power of man. that he 

should he able by interference or object ion to, to change 
the heart and conscience, or meddle with the convictions 
of any one. For in the realm of conscience nought but 
the rav of God’s light can command, and on the throne 
of the heart none but the pervading power of the King 
of Kings should rule ..." 

Ibid, pages 60-67. 

"... the conscience of nu n is sacred and to be 
respected; and that liberty thereof produces widening 
of ideas, amendment of morals, improvement of con¬ 
duct. disclosure of the secrets of creation, and mani¬ 
festation of the hidden verities of the contingent world. 

. So in the world of existence two persons unanimous 
in all grades (of thought) and all beliefs cannot be 
found. ‘The ways unto God are os the number of the 
breaths of (His) creatures,’ is a mysterious truth 

Ibid, pages 1M, \65. 


Every line of the teachings of BahaVUah 
and of Abdul Baha shows, both directly and 
indirectly, tlie necessity of man’s exercising 
his freedom of conscience. Then what a shock 
to come in contact with the mutilations to 
which Shoghi Effendi and the leaders of the 
Bahai organization have subjected these teac >- 
ings. such as the following by Mr. Horace Holly 
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who is the paid secretary and mouthpiece of 
the Spiritual Assembly: 

, the imlividual conscience must l>e subor.Iii llV 

ted to the decisions of the Spiritual Assembly, . 

fiahai Year Book. 1925, April, 1M >, Vol. I; l> a ,, e -- 

Could inversion of the teachings of IlnhaV- 
llah and Abdul Baha go further than this. T<> 
organize the Bahai Religion which these found¬ 
ers said could not be organized — to have paid 
officials and teachers in the religion which ihe 
founders said must be kept free from pa id 
officials—and finally to have one of the paid 
officials declare that the individual conscience 
must he subordinated to the Spiritual Assembly! 

The reason that Mr. Holly made this in¬ 
credible statement, that, “the individual eon 
science must be subordinated to the Spiritual 
Assembly,” is that since the death of Abdul 
a a e Bahai teachings have lieeu gnrbh’d 

IK.? 1 i. * ^ a 'T r as to l ead people to suppose 

» ra aha o llali says that mankind must 

a ‘ , p lr 8' n, ' rnui <‘uts, he means the Spiritual 

Assemblies of the Bahais! 

>w this inversion 
have taken place 
people the reader 
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must understand that back of the Bahai organ¬ 
ization are the real enemies of the Bahai Religion 
The Bahai Assemblies were started by the 
enemies of Abdul Baha. .that is by 1. C,. Kheir- 
alla and Mirza Assad’ullah. The names “Spirit¬ 
ual Assemblies” or “Assemblies,” which Kheir- 
alla christened his activities have been retained 
by the Bahai organization ever since. Professor 
E. G. Browne quoting a correspondent slates: 

“The doctor (Ibraham Klirinilla) works hard and 
faithfully, starting class after class, . The believers 
have organized in New York with a president and 
several vice-presidents. The first vice-president told 
me that they are 107 or 109 in number and that they 
call themselves an 'Assembly’.*' 


Although the members of the Bahai organ¬ 
ization have long since repudiated the personal¬ 
ities of these two men (they had to, for, shortly 
after starting Assemblies, they became the open 
enemies of Abdul Baha) yet they have never 
repudiated their policies. 1 or the policies of 
Kheiralla, Mohammed Ali, Shoghi Effemli, and 
the Bahai organization art‘ identical, and they are 
the inversion of the universal principles tl..* 
Bahao’llah and Abdul Baha gave to the world. 

As soon as Abdul Baha had pas**! on. I» 
enemies who had been secretly paving tla «. 
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for the organization of the Bahai Religion 
into full possession of it, through the accept' 1 "'' 
by the Bahais of this document, alleged i, 
the will of Abdul Baha. They had sernV 
directed the policies of the Bahai organize j 0 ' 
while Abdul Baha was alive, so that as soon Jls j^ 
was dead they could control it completely. Tl er , 
is no doubt but what they did this throng?, 
carefully grading their agents. First, there were 
few who were the conscious and secret agents ,,f 
Mohammed Ali, hut who posed as the staunch 
followers of BahnVUah and of Abdul Balia 
They were the advocates of organization, | M > 
eause through organization only could they imp, 
to gain wealth and power. Those whom they 
wW influence to beconn dent advocates 
of organization were always put in the front rank 
of power, and gn i exalted, and b< the 
leaders of the Baliai organization. 'These leaders 
with a few exceptions, were the blind tools 

11 ****!^. werc * n reality following 

nJ? Mohammed Ali through his secret 

d T I ^ ere ft , w\ as soon as Abdul Baha was 
• *. * f *' Mma possession of the organ- 

-a,, * ^obvities of which were held in 

yanco during tlie lifetime of Abdul Halm, 
e?' * o nmturd Ali ami his uliettors did 
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not dare to make it the commercialized dictator¬ 
ship that it has since become. But it had all 
been astutely planned for.yenrs. 

Furthermore, in order to control it fully 
Shoghi Effendi and his abettors interpolated 
some of the writings of BahaVllah and of Abdul 
Baha. The Bahais have accepted these interpol¬ 
ations and this alleged will either through lack of 
knowledge and study, or from lack of initiative 
which always accrues to those who hand over 
their conscience to other people. One of the 
instances of delil>erate interpolation of the Bahai 
teachings is in J. E. Essleraont’9 book “Baha'- 
o’llah and The New Era.” which was published 
after the death of Alnlul Baha and was revised 
ami intcrpolattnl by Shoghi Effendi. On page 
118 Mr. Esslemont asserts: 


'•BahaVllah further arranged that alter the death 
of Abdu’l-Baha on international spiritual a*seml!y 
(BiiytuT-Adl). representative of alt llahn i« through¬ 
out the world, should be appointed to take charge o 
the affairs of the Cause, to control and co-ordmatc all 
its activities, prevent divisions and schisms, an P«* 
serve the teachings from corruption and misrrp 

Mintation.” 

But neither Mr. 

cite where they found that nan 
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"arranged that after the death of AIm|,j 
an international Spiritual Assembly L * l, . l;i 
Adi), representative of all the Baha’is thr 1 ' / u 
the world, should be appointed 10,11 

simple reason that he made no such Ji„, ' ,l "' 

The words “BaytuT-Adt”donot mean -s "'"; '" 

Assembly” but literally. -House of „^V l' -! 
which Baha’o’llah always used when si,,- '!' ' 

of the future state. They are no more an ,I, n" 

to the activities of the narrow . ' 

Who have organized under tlie name of “Spiri’i’"'i 
Assemblies," than the words “IW J?p ■ 
went” an? applicable to a kindergarten " ' 

B&haVUah wrote to Queen Victoria: 

“Queen of London! 

JL of h “ r ,' J ‘ hou h « l entrusted the 

wrahh Collude# to l» U ? * ° * mrK * s °* the common- 
me nt). Thou hast J J n . i °\ r Representativ * ? Govern- 

the edifices of (all) nff *' ** ^ t,lere,J * v ^ le basis of 

of those who are < ‘ nn ’ and the h 

lx>th of high and I ** ’ d,adow (*• e - protection) 
We* them (U t , ’ *? made *■«»«*. But it bc- 

P^oplc) to be (at) ? ° are C ^ OScn i° represent the 
°°<l).JUid to regard J ? a ®ongst the servants (of 
is in all il ^ ,Vea * Sardians over whom- 
thC Parth And when anyone turns 
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towards the Assembly Irt him 
Supreme Horizon and say: 


l urn hw glance to 


tb* 


Tmdattd by ProfetM/r E. G. Um m , 
of th< Royal Anahc Socirly; 18811; ,,» p m 


The Journal 


In the by-laws of lhe National Spiritual 
Assembly published in “The Bahai World.” i;,*. 

Article I states : 


£2-“-— SpmluaI . . . .hnll con- 

atitutc the sole electoral body of the United States , m ,l 

Canada in the formation of the Universal House of 
Justice provided for in the Sacred Writing of the 
Bahai Cause . . l u B jl i U deliberation and action 
the National Assembly slinll have constantly before it 
as Divine guide and standard the utterance of Rnha- 
u’llah: 

I It behooveth tliem (i, e.. Spiritual Assemblies) to 
be the trusted ones of the Merciful among men and to 
consider themselves as the guardians appointed of God 
for all that dwell on earth. It is incumbent upon them 
to take counsel together and to have regard for the in* 
terest of the servants of God, for His sake, eveu as they 
regard their own interest, and to choose that which b 
meet and seemly.” 

Where this last quotution of Baha’o llab s is 
taken from, the National Spiritual Assembly 
carefully omit mentioning. But if the reader 
will compare it with the foregoing qu<'tnti" n 
from the Tablet to Queen Victoria, be 
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lie similarity of each. Whether the latter 
taken from the former and altered I do not i,. . 
But I do know that in both instances when! 
BahaVllah mentioned Assemblies he Was 
ferring to the Government. In the ease of n„ 
Tablet to the Queen he was speaking of |„*' r 
present government. In the other quotation 
■r it is not the same, he was speaking „f 
government of the future state. For the Bahai 
organization which functions under the name 
spiritual Assembly," had not come into ex¬ 
istence (luring the lifetime of BahaVllah. Even 
i it had. what had the future government, which 
S to Ik- elected by all the people of the world. 
*' th .» group who have adopted the 

Tin T As8embl - V -" A cat mav call 

himself a king but it fools no one. 

“Resarrthn, 016 *!* 0 V** forgoing paragraph states: 
riaTr VV International Baylu l-Adl. see 

smi th X ' i Pm m ” We turn to page 
and this is what we find: 

the Asse,nkl - V (Baytu'l-'Adl) 

freed from all ' “ tlle *° urc< * ot »H good and 

•uffrng,, || mt j, , ' ‘ “*“* be dec **d by universal 

** nnoiifestnUoiiH of „ a . re'.To^r /“ m “ l 

»nd understanding. must i* rteadfa3t io 
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God’s Faith and the well-wl,he« of ttU mjinkina 
th.s assembly * meant the Universal Aw ,uhlv; th* 
w. m each country a secondary Assembly must hr in 
stituted. and these *ecmdnry Assemblies mu«.t elect the 
member* of the Universal one.** 

This Ls from the alleged will of Abdul Balia. 
W hen Shoghi Effendi first translated this alleged 
will he evidently had not thought of substitut¬ 
ing the word “Assembly” for “Baytu’l-AdL” 
Later it must have occurred to him that by 
substituting the words “Spiritual Assembly” 
for “House of Justice” it would make all the 
writings of BahaVllah and of Alxlul Balia read 
as if they meant that the Spiritual Assemblies, 
which the Bahais have named their organization, 
should be obeyed, instead of which they mean 
that we should obey the future state when it is 
called “House of Justice”, exactly as we are 
commanded to obey our government today. 
All during the lifetime of BahaVllah and of 
Abdul Baha the words “BaytuVAdV were 
translated as meaning just what they mean 
“House of Justice.” But no sooner was AbdtU 
Bahn in his grave than Shoghi ESendi a**!-™™ 
these words to mean the Spiritual Ass'iiu .■ 
the Bahais! This despite the he' 

Balia had made clear and definite 
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that the Spiritual Assemblies were nof 
Houses of Justice, nor would they ev<,| Vf . IP 
the Houses of Justice. They could not f V( V 
into the Houses of Justice, as Shoghi Effcndi 1' i 

► * ^ are to be voted ini* 

existence by universal suffrage, and as the B ,j 

principles will not be put into full praetir j, 
hundreds of years, therefore the election 
Ibis future state is somewhere in the distai, i 
future. But because the leaders of the J] I t , 
organization have adopted the name “Assoml>- 
lies, which BnhaVHah used in speaking of : „ lV 
assembly, as shown in the foregoing Tahl.’i 
to Queen Victoria, and in many other place, 
they imagine that they are the assemblies of the 

House of Justice or that they will evolve into 

the House of Justice. 

kSMSPr of an " Assem,,| - v >"« 

in the following by Abdul Baha: 

mt*aos the diffusion of the fragrance of 

the Mirv ° ,ea i ns Buznility and friendliness towards 
of the word ° t f' j ^ Bfirm ^l>’ the promotion 

tifiec] and l.«l° r °**’ ‘^^ahly’ means to he .sane- 

n** Sucb *'- 

■ tlie Lordlv y * ^* v ‘ ne meeting. Mich 

y congregation The ultimate desire of 
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Abdul Balia is the organisation of such iwscmhli**, an d 
be is their servant. For this servitude is the crown of 
eternal sovereignty, and this thrulldorn is freedom in 
both worlds. * 

“Therefore. O friends, strive with heart and soul, so 
that you may become a life member and an eternal 
organ of the Heavenly Assembly, and the meeting of 
the Kingdom of A him! ...” 

Star of the Wad, Sept. Hlh, UH6: pages 96. 97. 


His method of teaching was by way of tests. 
That is, he kept repealing the universal prin¬ 
ciples of the Bahai Religion, if people could not 
learn by precept, then they must learn by the 
more severe pat If of experience. Therefore, those 
who loved organisation and who applied 'he 
Bahai teachings wrongly by trying to confine 
the universal to the sectarian and limited organ¬ 
ization, must learn through the afflictions and 
failures and disharmonies that befall them. 
He said to the Spiritual Committee of Consulta¬ 
tion when they asked him concerning their 

duties: 


• "The first duty of the memher< » >" cfft f'^j'f It 
unity and harmony, in order to obtam *»1 
there be no unity, or the Comro.tlee Il*co™«■ *£^ 

of inhanuony. undoubtedly, it 15 * ” or the general 
exist. If the Committee of Consultation, or 
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Assembly becomes the cause of unhappiness it m , Jst 
abandoned. How pleased I was with the fri 0n !i 
California. They said: ‘We do not want a Committ'" 
of Consultation lest we fall into the thought of 1 
ship and superiority and become the cause of lij 
sensioo. But, now. praise be to God, we are SPrv : > * 
according to our capacity and have no thought or aiC" 
except the spreading of the fragrances of God.* ” 

Star of the West. Aug. 20, |f)|7 

Alulul Baha knew that it was impossible for 
the Bahais to effect, their own unity by the 
mechanical means of organization or by belun -in ¬ 
to Assemblies. For the ideal Assembly is'tho 
attainment to the spiritual condition that the 
disciples of Christ experienced when they -a Ih- 
ewd together after His crucifixion. This is 

tnAI 4 i nT lng ° f lbe accord in¬ 

to A, *M Baha in the following: 

follows: n> . Ca f^ ng ^ nst s resurrection is as 

the uiartvrrt . Hert * troubled and agitated after 

wgnified hi, °k* Reality of Christ, which 

to spiritual Pachuig5 ’ his bounties, his perfections, and 
or three day* **J WCr ’ Was hldtien anfJ concealed for two 
«nt and rnanif^ ^ martyrdom, and was not rcsplend- 
believrra were f iN °’ ral * ier nns lost; for the 
■gitated. The r" W nu | t, bcr and were troubled and 

•nd when after ir 1 ^ ^ r **^ Was h!' c a bfeless body; 

days the disciples became assured 
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and steadfast, and hegan to serve the Cause of Christ, 
and resolved to spread the divine teachings, putting his 
counsels into practice, and arising to serve him, the 
Reality of Christ beeame resplendent and hU bounty 
appeared; his religion found life, his teachings and his 
admonitions became evident and visible. In other 
words, the Cause of Christ was like a lifeless body, 
until the life and the bounty of the Holy Spirit sur¬ 
rounded it.” 

.Some Answered Questions; pages HO. HI. 


And again he snid: 

“Regarding the Spiritual Assembly (Board of Con¬ 
sultation, Working Committee, House of Spirituality), 
this is not the House of Justice. It is a purely Spiritual 
Assembly, and belongs to spiritual matters, and that 
is, to teach the Cause of Hod, and diffuse the frog* 
ram*e of God.' 


"If the believers arise in the accomplishment of this 
work, the existence of the Spiritual Assembly will not 
become absolutely necessary or obligatory hc 
is to teach the Cause of God and spread the fragrance 
of God. In California they have no Board, but the 
teaching of the C ause is being done. 

hutmctioiu of Abdul Baha. S'atomlm 1. to <*» 
of the spiritual meeting- 


The leaders of the Bahai organiza^^ 
Shoglii Effendi cite the following >> 
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tw proof that their stand towards organize 
is correct, and that the individual consriem.!-! 
must be subordinated to the group; 

••Among tl* people arc tho*e who glory i„ a 
for liberty, know that the animal is the svn,| i • 
liberty and the manifestation thereof; hen.'.- (, ’ i 
booveth man to pot himself under law, which will 
protect him against the ignorance of himself, and the 
mpuy o the decettfui. Liberty is confined to c.Hnp,i.l 
with the Commandments of God. If V e adorn h , 
He hath revealed for you £ tZZ 

^ W "‘ fin '' y ° UrW,V ” in *** ‘""J pure 
The Ra/tat Magazine; March, J 

Fi^Mhe lJui Tt, b ™ ° f l "'° kinds ,,f Wbcrl v. 
laj: theani,naI lives without 

attains if hr> Ml 5 I pm,u “ 1 ,ilM ‘ rt y that man 

Knd of liWty whlh , < 'hr mm “ , f ° f , G0d The 
of he s-.vti is ^ ^ . annual is the symbol 

f,,r mankiiid 

>»U advwate L i. g0VPrn,UCnt as tfl *' anarch- 
himself. man b, ‘ i "8 ■ law unto 

BaJia’o’llab and",)j"."?, ° f re,i * ion ho,h 

must be lihort. ? " ^ a ^ la show that there 

there are t, IMr of conscience for 

individual, In fiod as there are 

u 10 matters of government 
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the individual conscience must lie subordinated 
to the group, liecnuse the conscience of many 
people is of such a low grade that they would 
legalize many things harmful to mankind if 
they eon If l, as for instance, the selling of opium. 
Therefore, the conscience of the minority must 
lie subordinated to the majority, who do not 
desire these things. 

In order to gain control over the Bahai Re¬ 
ligion, the leaders of the Buhui organization and 
Shoghi Effendi have deliberately garbled two 
things. They have incorporated into their 
by-laws the laws that deal with the future state 
interpolating them in such a manner as to make 
it an article of faith that the individual conscience 
must lie subordinated to the Spiritual Assembly, 
of their nia k ing. This is ns diametrically opposed 
to the intentions of Baha’o’llnh as it would be 
if the Bahais affirmed that their organization 
was the House of Parliament and then tried to 
arrogate to themselves its political powers. bik«* 
children acting in a charade they have gone 
through the whole performance of playing at 
being members of the embryonic House »f 
Justice, and demanded of the Bahais 
obedience which BahaVIlah said should be g»ye« 
only to the State, whether the state »* 
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present state, or that which will come into ex¬ 
istence later. 

The most important part of the Bahai toad, 
ings is this very question—that God has given 
man free-will, and no earthly priestcraft nor 
dictator, must interfere with man's using tlint 
free-will in matters of faith, and the inner reL 
tion between the soul and God. This is | ) lt . 
meaning of the spiritual democracy that Abdul 
Bnha so often speaks of—religion percolating 
through all the affairs of our daily life, and an 
ideal government coming into existence as a 
result of the change of man's belief. All the 
evils in the world are caused by leaders who 
have tried to control the conscience of man. The 
fear of God is then replaced by the fear of tin- 
controlling group. Religious dictators differ 
from a Lenine or his successors only in this 
rapect. The dictators of Russia say: “You 
®ust not believe in God at all.” Religious 
ore any: ^ou must not believe in any 
except what we tell you to 

miy ^° p,€ Iose their f aith in God the 
of gomA ° ^ e * V ^ u °der the domination 

this, that Wll .° terrorizes them through 

the other fear. Lenine is said 
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to have invented the phrase, “the collective 
naan," which embodies the philosophy of Karl 
Marx. This philosophy teaches that the individ¬ 
ual is of no importance nhd the state, or collect¬ 
ive man is everything. Thisisjusl the twist that 
the leaders of the Bahai organization have tried 
to give to the Bahai Religion, with the difference 
ouly that in the latter case the collective man 
is embodied in the Church, while in the former 
case it is embodied in the State, but in reality it 
la embodied in a supreme dictator. 

Contrary lo the inverted teachings that the 
leaders of the Bahai organization arc promulgat¬ 
ing, are the universal and inspiring teachings 
of Baha o'llah and of Alulul Balia as follows. 
Man freed from all priestcraft must endeavor to 
put into practice the Bahai teachings, and to 
promulgate them each one according to his capac¬ 
ity. When the majority of the peoples of the 
world become sufficiently interested in the hrst 
aspect of the Baluii Religion, then only will the 
second aspect come into existence in exactly the 
same manner in which the graduating class 
comes into the existence ot the chad only a* • 
masters all the other grades leading up <> ■ 

Concerning the House of Jnst.ee. llaha o Uah 

wrote in "The Tablet of the World: 
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“The greatest Foundation* upon which depend* 
administration of people are the following: 

‘First: The ministers (Counsellors, i. «. «neml> ers , 
of the House of Justice must promote the Most <, rp 
Peace, in order that the world may be freed from onor»u 
expenditures. This Matter is obligatory and ,‘ndV 
pensable; for warfare and conflict are the foundation r 
trouble and distress. ' 1 

‘Second: languages must In* ret 1 need to one and 
th.t one language must he taught in aU the schwL. of 
the world.’ ” 

Pages 

In the "Glad Tidings” Baha’o’llah again 

refers to these Counsellors as follows: 

•V . Tb«r Majesties. the Klngs-Mny God *visl 
heu -oe the Counsellor, of the earth must consult 
together, end nppo.nt „„ c „f , he „ r 

» new language and instruct the children therein, in 

ail the schools of the world . , " 

Page 84 

"The affair, of the people are placed i„ charge of the 

of d*« House «( Justice of God. 

the rta, n. n nJ ,* tee * God among His servant, and 
da,. S pnngs of command in His countries." 

Page Sit. 

»i STs*** are al1 in ciiarg, ‘ ° f ,|h ' |,,,i|se 

cording ii aC s ” wor «hip must be observed ac- 
8 “ « sealed in the Book.” 
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Also in “Some Answered Questions” Abdul 

Bahn says: 

"* * * ! * ,c f»Pneral IIouso of Justice, if it he estab¬ 
lished under the necessary conditions—with members 
elected from all the people—that House of Justice will 
be under the protection and the guardianship of God . 

A footnote explains the House of Justice ns 

follows: 

“Bnitu’l-’Adl. i. e. the House of Justice, is an in¬ 
stitution designed hy ItnhnVIlah for the administra¬ 
tion of the future city. The General House of Justice 
will determine the l»W3 of the nation, and the Inter¬ 
national House of Justice will net ns a tribunal of ar¬ 
bitration.” 

Page 1R8. 


When Abdul Baha was asked whether the 
local Houses of Justice would be in each city 
or one in each state, whether the International 
House of Justice would be elected directly or 

indirectly he replied: 


“Each state, for instance New York, dll have one 
House of Justice. The cities (of th.t .Utel wUl be under 
th.t House of Justice. The nations wffl * dt^J, 

the Internal ioniil House of Justice ““ jT Hliuw 
be in its hands. For insUnee. 8yn» wdl ■ ... 0 _ 
n ( J, The people will elect it. 


Then thw House 
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of Justice of Syria (as a state under the Turkish p 
mill elect the House of Justice of Constantinople 
Constantinople, London, Paris, Washington and s 
will elect the International House of Justice ” *° 11 

The Light of the World; Pages lo-> t 

Again in “Ten Days in the Light of \cea’> h 

states: 


The House of Justice will be appointed by t he prop I,. 
It must be obeyed because it is the Law of Cod expressed 
through the people by their own will and voice. 

It is the center of true government and mud h, 
obeyed m all things. It is the Law of God embodied in 
the people, reflecting His Will and their need and desire; 
not blindly following command.” 


Page - 24 . 


B CHAPTER HI 

t 

Pot'll CuiKF Law* or Bmia'o’ixah Inverted by S«o*au F»tevbi 
— By-Laws or the Bahai Orb-abit-ation—F icnoxtt—W orld 
l’HITT COSOTJREJK Kr AS IKD1ESCT ACTIVITY or BaIUU Ok«a.V 
Ixatkjn l RegrEST Leaduj* or Bahai Oroasixatkix tv>Sv.xd 
roR HacmKiiiAHis or Alleged Wiu. and Provc m Arnitv- 
TICITY. 


The followers of BahuWlhih arc cautioued 
many times that when they are in doubt about 
any point of his teachings, to study The Book— 
that is, his writings. Abdul Balia was never 
known to add entirely new laws to the teachings 
of BahaVllah. In any statement he made, he 
almost always referred the reader to BahaVl lab’s 
teachings for verification, Yet after his death 
an alleged will Is produced which makes new 
laws that change completely the Bahai teachings. 
These laws are not only contran' to everything 
that BahaVllah Uught, but also contrary 

Abdul Baha’s own teachings. 

The four chief laws that change comple. 

the Bahai Religion are: . 

F ,„, a, , .s ---1 

of successors or popes i«r .» 
arc to control mao $ conscieni 
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% 

of Junior of Syria (as a state under the Turkish Empire) 
will elect Ike House of Justice of Constantinople. Then 
Constantinople. London. Pam. Washington and so on 
will elect the International House of Justice." 

The Light of the World; Pages 102. 103. 

Again in ‘Ten Day* in the Light of Aeon” he 
states: 

I he House of Justice will he appointed by t he people. 

. l .7 ****** ******** «t » the Law of God expressed 
through the jwopie by their own will and voice. 

obeyed in^ A a?'** °! *?* «° Veru,T,ent and must be 
the tttutile fl U ?^ «* * l< *' aw ^* <H I embodied in 

- ..% Jnn'n’lr “ nd 

Page H. 


oi 


C HAPTER III 

t 

Focr Chim Laws or Bara o'llar Inverted rt Shogri F.rrrvpt 
—Bt-Lawb or THE Bahai <>ruanil\Tion-Faction. -Worm. 
Vritt Coxterkma: r* an In mb act Acrnrmr or Bam ai Oruah- 
tiATlu*—I RatjtTRsT Uuujs or Barai Ort. a jramn* TO Sen® 
roR PiioTixiKAt'HB or Alleged Will a.vd Prove ith Armw- 

nriTT. 


The followers of Balia Vllah are cautioned 
many times that when they are in doubt about 
any point of his teachings, to study The Book— 
that is. his writings. Abdul Buka was never 
known to add entirely new laws to the teachings 
of BiihaVUnh. In any statement he made, he 
almost always referred the reader to Baha Vllah s 
teachings for verification. Yet after his death 
an alleged will is produced which makes new 
laws that change completely the Bahai teachings. 
These laws are not only contrary to even*thing 
that Bahn Vllah taught, but also contrary to 

Alnlul Baha's own teachings. 

The four chief laws that change completely 

the Bahai Religion are: 

First, the appointment of a continual line 
of successors or popes for a thousand years, * <* 
are to control man’s conscience. 
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Secondly, these successors are to be sup rem 
dictators over the House of Justice. 

This makes the state subject to the control 
of priestcraft, and is wholly contrary to the Bah 
principles, one of which was that the Houses 
of Justice were to lie elected by universal suf¬ 
frage, and will constitute the future state. 

Thirdly, the taxes that. Baha’o’Uah and Abdul 
said were to regulate the economic affairs of 
mankind and which were to he paid to the Houses 
of Justice, are to be paid to Shoghi Effendi 

Fourthly, there was lo be no organization 
Of the religion itself and no paid officials or 
priestcraft. Vet despite this the Bahais, at 
he dictatioa o Shoghi Effendi, have incorpor- 

r, l K ° ,igion ’ "" d trying to 
nrie r ‘ r ,Ugh , a m0rt ‘ rigM aml mot * bigoted 
\,l (hT af u la “ 3 ' nOSt an - v utlK ’ r m existence, 
iiri.tl f^ ' iahai Rc 'i«ion from a 
K£" hich Abdul Baha said 
not. The f n lhc0Cn,c - v> "inch he said it was 
of Trust '' l0 " u| g ls part of the Declaration 
organ ££ Par ' ° f thp «f the Bahai 
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DECLARATION OF TRUST 

By the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United Spates and Canada. 

We, Allen B. McDaniel of Washington. D. C., Horace 
Holley of New York City, N. Y., Carl Seheffler of 
Evanston. III., Roy C. Wilhelm of West Englewood. 
N. J., Florence Morton of Worcester. Mass., Amelia 
Collins of Princeton, Mass., Ali-Kuli Klian of New 
York City, N. Y., Mouutfort Mills of New York City, 
N. Y., and Siegfried Sehopflochcr of Montreal. Quebec, 
Canada, duly chosen by the representative, of the 
Baha is of the United States and Canada at the Annual 
Meeting held at San Francisco, Calif.,on April 49, April 
SO. May 1, and May fc. 1946, to In* the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States and Canada, 
with full fiower to establish a Trust as hereinafter set 
forth, hereby declare that from this date the powers, 
responsibilities, rights, privileges and obligations re¬ 
posed in said National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha is 
of the United States and Canada by Baha'u'llah, Founder 
of the Baha’i Faith, by ‘Abdu l-Baha its Interpreter 
and Exemplar, and by Shoghi Effendi, its Guardian, 
shall lie exercised, administered ami carried on by the 
above-named National Spiritual Assembly and their 
duly qualified successors under this Declaration of 
Trust. 

Article II 

. . . We declare the pur|H)scs and objects of thb Tru^t 

lo be to administer the affairs of the cause <»f ltl u 
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for the benefit of the Baha'is of the United Slat 
Canada according to the principles of Bal.a'i' 
tion and administration created and establish 1 k 
Bnfm u llnh, defined and explained by 'Abdu’l-R l , 
and amplified and applied by Shogiu Effendi and 
duly constituted successor and successors under »h 
provision of the Will and Testament of ‘AbATl-Baba* 
Other purposes and objects of this Trust are: * 
f». To hold and be named as beneficiary under any tru>t 
established by law or otherwise or under any will or 
other testamentary instrument in connection with Rn v 
gift. devise, or bequest in which a trust or trusts U or 
are established in any part of the world as well as in the 
I mted States and Canada; to receive gifts, devises or 
t>equests of money or other property. 

tl,e sev< ‘ r ‘ l1 purposes ami objects 
j-t forth in fir «r,tte-i, utterances of Bah.Vllah. Abdn b 

Baba and bhoghi Effendi, under which certain juris- 

***■ 4re Branl " 1 ,o 

Article IV 

diaU^n^lTf"! 1 ' e " '** National Spiritual Assembly, 
them c<>oduc, vl U>e affairs entrusted to 

rules " **.“ Dfc| aration of Trust, such by-laws. 

define Md^Z" °a r ' g " lntio “ “ are required to 
and those 0n °" n a drainistrative functions 

posing tho k i 1 /' era ^ ^°° A 1 and other elements com- 
Guiada, not of the United States and 

«nent and all in ° nsis ^ en * "*th the terms of this instru- 
•wcordance with the explicit instructions 
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given us to date by Shoghi Effendi. Guardian of th* 
Cause of Babaullah. which inrtrurtion, „,L1 
known to the Baha’is of the United Slate* and Canada 
and accepted by them in thp government and practice 
of their religious affairs. P "* 


BY-LAWS OF THE NATIONAL 
SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY. 

Article I 

The National Spiritual Assembly, in the fulfilment 
of its sacred duties under this Trust, shall have ex¬ 
clusive jurisdiction and authority over all the activities 
and affairs of the Baha’i Cause throughout the United 
States and Canada, including paramount authority 
in the administration of this Trust. . It shall he 
charged with the recognition of such local Assemblies, 
the scrutiny of local membership rolls, ... It shall 
appoint all national Baha’i committees and shall super¬ 
vise the publication and distribution of Baha’i literature, 
the reviewing of all writings pertaining to the Buhu’i 
Cause, the construction and administration of the 
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and its accessory activities, and the 
collection and disbursement of all funds for the carrying 
on of this Trust, It shall decide whether any matter 
lies within its own jurisdiction or within the jurisdiction 
of any local Spiritual Assembly. It shall, in such cases 
as it considers suitahle and necessary, entertain appeals 
from the decisions of local Spiritual Assemblies anti shall 
have the right of final decision in all cases where the 
qualification of nn individual or group for eon tin 
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voting rights and membership in the Baha'i hodv 4 • 
question. It shall furthermore represent the BahV’* ^ 
the I’nited States and Canada in all their eooperativ ** °i 
spiritual activities with the Baha'is of other lands 6 j 
shall constitute the sole electoral body of the IT 
States and Canada in the formation of the Universal 
House of Justice provided for in the Sacred Writing # 
the Baha’i Cause . In all its deliberation and uct'Jn 
the National Assembly shall have constantly before it 

as Hi vine guide and standard the utterance of BahaV 
Hah; 

It behooved] them (i. «. Spiritual Assemblies) to 
be the trusted ones of the Merciful among men and to 
cuns'der themse ves as the guardians appointed of God 
or all that dwelt on earth. It is incumbent upon them 

Lte^r. 7.7 t0g " a “ d to havc re 8ard for the 

Z ":!< “"*7 ° f God> for His “*». «•» “ 

is meet Klr own interests, and to chix.se that which 
W meet and seemly.” 


Article II 

whoae th -r * ?lat< * s and Canada, for 

cnn*i«t of 11 *' nW * **** established, shall 

(d .h ' resi ‘ ,C “* “ U» I nited States and 

AsuemWv n i, lre * rec fS T ^ 7 * < l by the National Spiritual 

memberdup hi ^ J T^ ^ PC< l uij ^ me “^ of voting 
* roda* m-fcm r . a 1 community. To become 

a community a person shall 

Q Jf 

of j tw S^ nf [ the b>cality defined by the area 
J^-Mion of ,he local Spiritual Assembly. as 

58 


ENEMY THE BAHAI ORGANIZATION 

provided by Article VTI, Section li, of thi# in- 
-tniment. 

b. Have attained the age of £1 yean. 

c. Have established to the' satisfaction of the local 
Spiritual Assembly, subject to the approval of 
the National Assembly, that he possesses the 
qualification* of Baha'i faith and practice re¬ 
quired under the following standards: Full 
recognition of the station of the Forer un ner 
(the Bah), the Author ( B&ha’u'llahand ‘Abdu’l- 
Baha' the True Exemplar of the Baha'i Cau-*e. 
unreserved acceptance of, and submission to, 
whatsoever has been revealed by their Pen; 
loyal and steadfast adherence to every clause of 
Abdu’l-Baha's ^sacred Will; and close association 
with the spirit as well as the form of present-day 
Baha'i administration throughout the world. 

Article VII 

Section The general powers ami duties of a local 
Spiritual Assembly shall be as set forth in the writings 
of BahaVIlah. AbchiT-Bafca and Shoghi F.ffendi. 

Section d. Among its more specific duties, a local 
Spiritual Assembly shall have full jurisdiction of ad 
Baha'i activities and affairs w ithin the local community, 
tul jeet however, to the exclusive ami paramount 
authority of the National Spiritual Assembly a* de¬ 
fined herein. 

Section 6. 'Hie local Assembly shall P*» «F*>« J" 1 
approve the qualification* of each meml»er of 
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community before such members shall be admits 
voting membership; but where an individual' i* 0 
satisfied with the ruling of the looal Spiritual \ J! 
ujion his Baha'i quaUficalioas. SU ch individ.. i mh y 
TI>«I from the ruling to the National Assembly W K' 
.halMhereupon take jurisdiction of and finally - 

Sectitm 7 . On or before the 1st dav of P i 
of each year the Secretary of each local AmLw^jS 

to '7£*' y ;: f " ,e Nationnl Assrml, iy a dull 
rontmuni v f, „ “f™ 11 *" " f ,he lo< » 1 Baha^ 

""r .' Vi, " in * lwal 

not affect* Ihc nath i°* ,1Ufl *' interest ami do 

under the primal ?"• wf the Cau *<* shall be 

of that locality,* but ° f ***? s P*ntu«l Assembly 

matter involve* the it ' *T 1S10n W lel * lcr a particular 

Bahai Tr l , r d we,fa ~ ? f »* 

Assembly, • w *th the National Spiritual 

<S^Cfj0fg A 

ma > appeal from a * ,l0a ^ ^ a ^ a i community 

fo the Xationaj A ,T W °" of his Spiritual Assembly 
«t shall take jurisdieT " / ,,Ch S,Ul!I determine whether 
•he local Spiritual 1 ''° ?, niatter or leave it to 
thr event that the *v'T-™* * ? for rw °nsideration. In 
diction «f the matter 3 A * MS ® b *y assumes juris- 

u ' ,' U h “ di "*’ *!**» bo final. 

‘phene of juriedieti,.,, *7* nce * opinion concoming the 
“ -•< any local Spiritual . Wmh \ v or 
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concerning the affiliation of any Baha’i or group of 
Baha'is in the Unite.! States and Canada shall be 
referred to the National Spiritual Assembly, whose 
decision in the matter shall he final. 

Article IX 

Where the National Spiritual Assembly has been 
given in these By-Laws exclusive and final jurisdiction, 
and paramount executive authority, in all matters per¬ 
taining to the activities and affairs of the Baha'i Cause 
in the United States and Canada, it is understood that 
any decision made or action taken upon such matters 
shall be subject in every instance to ultimate review and 
approval by the Guardian of the CaU9e or the Universal 
House of Justice. w 

All this is illegal, for it creates u trust and 
incorporates into that trust part of an alleged 
will which purports to appoint a successor, who 
has changed the teachings of Baba o Hah and of 
Abdul Baha. Furthermore that alleged succes¬ 
sor, Shoghi Effendi, lias commercialized l he 
Bahai Teachings by continually urging the 
collecting of money, under the powers granted 
in an unauthenticated will. 

.Article I of the By-Laws states that The 
Nationnl Spiritual Assembly is to have exclusive 
jurisdiction over the activities of the 
of the Bahai Cause, to decide who is a 
and to “constitute the sole electoral bod) o 


61 




THE BAHAI RELIGION AND ITS 

the United States and Canada in the formit* 
of the Universal House of Justice., 

This also despite the fact that Baha o’llah 
and Abdul Baha said that the House of Justice 
will not come into existence except through 
universal suffrage. That is when the majority 
of the world believes sufficiently in the Bahai 
principles they will vote it into existence. 

I wish to call especial attention to the third 
paragraph herein printed beginning “It h*» 
Jr- a «. Spiritual Assen/bL) tot 

"'Spiritual Assembly” in this paragraph has 
b«-n intentionally substituted for House of 

»,M r ,k Th / C , f,,lUre HoUS *‘ of Justice > which 

toth e u ure state has no more relation 
than iM T ; ,arr0W Assen >hlie« of the Bahais 

I ZL '7 t"* a kind Wen. This is 

•deligarbling of these words by Shoghi 

i»i"il«T l\ Nali ° nal S P iritl,nl Assembly. 

which f*i... ir tile Wor(,s “Baylul-Wdi” 

of these wordsH'o'nTv J “' ice ' The gar,,,ing 
•hat could be cite l ' ‘ >ne ,nstanee among many 
the part of *Jt. . . “ Pccmedilatcd attempt on 

'he National^ 1 - **"•* nnd ‘he members of 
' 0 ' lal Assembly to lead people 
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to suppose that the powers that BahaVlUh 
and Abdul Baha said would be vested in the 
future state, when it is called House of Justice, 
is vested in their hands. 

Mr. Holley also stated in that same article 
in the “Bahai Year Book:” 


“The second (characteristic of Baha’i Administra¬ 
tion) is the entire nhsence from the Baha’i Cause of 
anything approaching the institution of a salaried 
professional clergy/’ 


When he wrote that the expenses for the 
administration of the Bahai organization for 
one year were over #47,000.00 and a good share 
of this was fora “salaried professional clergy.” 
For instance, Mr. Albert \ ail is an ex-l nitarian 
clergyman and he is now the leading clergyman 
of the Bahai Cause. He still calls himself The 
Reverend Albert Vail and he receives n regular 
salary, and devotes his entire time to preaching. 
In making this statement, I am casting no re¬ 
flections upon Mr. Vails sincerity of purpo^- 
What I ab> trying to convey is the mistake 
that the leaders of the Bahai organization make 
when they resort to hypocrisy and false state¬ 
ments. Mr. Holley did this because he knows 
that both Baha’ollah and AWul Baha «ud then 
was to be no salaried clergy in the Ba > al 
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The leaders of the Bahai organization seek to 
side-step this issue by calling their preachers 
“teachers/’ But this deludes no one excent 
themselves. Mr. Holley also is a regular “sal¬ 
aried professional clergyman,” in the sense 
tliat he receives a regular stated salary and is 
one of the principal preachers of the Bahai organ¬ 
ization. 

The following is the financial statement of 
the Bahai organization (National Spiritual As¬ 
sembly of the Bahais of the U. S. and Canada.): 


Statemext or Ca*h Receipt* axd Disbchaewext* 
fob Period April 1, 19*6 to March 31, 19*7. 


Ca»fc t aUnce April I, 1036 

Worcester Bank It Trust Co... 
Northern Trust Co. 


*1,963 12 

115 34 11.980 66 


Cash Receipts: 

For Temple. 

For Budget. .... 

Tearhiog .. 

{'«<««> Act,..""";;;;;; 
£* ''.' ,rid lni< y ConfCTWK*,. 

nZZVT ,n *" ,u " °' 

i” tT" or 

Tsrbiat School.. 

For Pilgrim House. 


*,209 10 
34,909 11 
14 80 
5,937 28 
4,341 00 

2.000 00 
133 00 
131 00 
100 00 
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For General Publicity . . 3,000 00 

Interest Earned.. . *1 99 51.039 28 


Disbursements! 

Temple. , ......... 

Teaching. 

Green Acre.... 

Star of the West... 
International ..... 
World Unity 

Conferences. 

Archives. 

Library. 

General Publicity. 
Administrative. ».. 
Carmel or Special . 
Publication. ...... 


Capital Expenditures: 

Louis Bourgeois on 
contract. 

Plans for Temple-. 

Caretaker’s House.. 

Studio Appraisal .. 

Green Acre legacies 
pml< 

Green Acre Mana¬ 
gers’ expense 


*2,185 20 
5,064 98 
7,182 93 
3.621 91 
2,265 00 

5,816 85 
79 27 
223 51 
3,000 00 
10.062 41 
214 7* 

1.975 32 841.692 10 


700 00 
*81 S3 
2,005 40 
100 00 

1,410 00 4,496 73 

1,100 00 


853,019 94 


47,*SSJ» 

85.731 11 


Add Olil Balance transferred to Special Fund 
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For the next year ending March 31, 
it was no better. For nlthough *59,181.0] Wa% ’ 
collected* yet the expenses were *48,1.51.28. 
The treasurer complained in “The Bahai Seu>a 
Letter ' of January, 1928 that at this rate nine 
years more would elapse before the temple rould 
be completed. This despite the fact that it was 
started as long ago as 1912. 

He might have added with equal truth that 
long before the nine years have elapsed that 
there would not be a single soul left in the Bahai 
organization, if the decrease in membership 
continues at the same rate that it has since 
Shoghi Etfendi became dictator, or successor. 
In 1016, according to the United States Census 
ot Kehgious Bodies, there were 2,884 Bahais in 
i »c l-'mted States. Ten years later in 1926 

irin.' WW ' L247*. This decrease of more than 
>alf has taken place since the death of Abdul 
* a in 1921. In 191(1 there were no expenses 
• I M U P ’^P «f the Bahai organization as 
Bah r- T ck ° f il <lid not dare * while Abdul 

thev lT ,0 ^ av ® Varied officials, as 

of ^e Bahai ^ re, J tesl violation 

Tht World At— 

Alounac fop logo p.^ I8< 
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the membership has dwindled to less than half, 
yet the expenses for the maintenance of the 
organization during the year 1926* were 
$47,288.83! 

During the lifetime of Abdul Baha, all the 
money that was collected was used to bus* land 
and to erect the foundation of the Bahai Temple 
at Chicago. The financial reports were made 
public through the official magazine of the Bahai 
organization. “ The Star of the Witt:’ But shortly 
after the death of Abdul Baha the financial 
reports were no longer made public, but printed 
privately in "The Bahai Aeirjf Lttter and circu¬ 
lated only among the members of the Bahai 
organization. 

One of these reports shows that $9,806.00 
was sent to Shoghi Effcndi, covering a period 
of a little more than two months - from Novem¬ 
ber 30, 1925 to February 8th, 1926). I think 
the money sent to him since then is hidden under 

the item “International.” 

On January 3rd, 1928, I wrote to the nine 
memtiers of The National Spiritual Assembly 
in part as follows: 

“ A further spiritual, a> well ns legal violation, 

is that instead ot tins Bahai Fund being used tor 

•From April I. l»l«, *® M * rch sl ' 1#i? 
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purpose that The National Spiritual Aasemht 
ted it would be, it has been diverted, in part y 
irreater extravagancies of the Bahai oreanllli-' nt ° **** 
Your budget gave the fixed monthly sun. for n” * * 

tenance of the Bahai organiRation as ™ m ° ,n * 

fiuaiicial statement in the November "bZF\.'* 

Ut,a " ! ’ ,,OW! ‘ ">»< the expenditures for four L ' T 
»18.8S*.)6, or at the rate of *4.708 00 I !1“ 
which u nearly double the amount that the v ? nUl ; 
Spiritual Assembly said it would be ^ 

-bat the National ripiritual Assembly slid' ^Idt 
'•»« for the building of the Bahai Temple, are tti£ 
used m increased expenditures of the Bahai organise 

■Vter this letter was sent I received no more 
cop.es of The Bahai New Letter. On November 
I»th, IHS, I wrote Mr. Holley asking him to 
send me copies of The Bahai News Letter for the 
year. lfl*s. He answered in part as follows: 

Peer November *6. IMS. 

wil/i? r .' Bnrt * *” *** e Baha'i News Letter. I am sure you 
small * * r '.‘*n<l that this is a medium in the nature of a 
infom ° t' V f ’ f ,u blidied lhe interests and for the 

the ° "^ 10 ®rt* actively coojxrnting with 

<‘rtabli*h 1 . ,l | ,Str j l °* *°° a ^ Af id National Assemblies 
This bei \ IV* er ^ ie ^ ,uar dianship of Shoghi Effcndi. 
Letter to v ^ t***’ ^ discontinued sending the Seict 
u u * iei1 your letters lost winter indicated 


your unwillingness to accept the principle ot IUh 
administration outlined in the Will and Tcrtame^*! 
Abdul Baba. .Nothing would make u* ^2 ^ 
word from you and Xfr. ttl.it, #l ., ing th „, 
investigation, you aecept the validity of the Win and 
therefore are willing to cooperate according to the 
methods and principles therein defined.*’ 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Hoaxes Holley, 

$ tertiary. 

To this I replied: 

December 1st, 1W8. 

J/v dear Mr. Halle g: 

“Your letter of November 20 has been received. In 
reply permit me to remind you of the following facts: 

During December, 1023, the National Spiritual 
Assembly mailed a pamphlet to me the purpose of which 
was to raise a fund of $400,000 in response to the request 
of Shoglii Effendi. This fund was to be used to build 
the Bahai Temple and for the upkeep of the various Bahai 
activities. Without knowledge at the time that the 
alleged will of Abdul Baha had not been legalb au¬ 
thenticated l donated *334.00 to the fund The Bahai 
Sew utter is one of the activities that has been hnanced 
out of this fund, and your salary as secretary 1 * T 
of this paper is paid out of this fund. A> V *' 

prints the financial statements of the **1*“**^ 
assets of this fund. 1 naturally wish to know b 
of my money is being spent. On this ha** 
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request that you send me the hack numbers A *• 
from November. 1W7. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed- Ruth White. 

To this I received no reply, nor did Mr 
Holley semi me the Bahai Sew, liters. F or ] 
tunately, I was able to secure them from other 

\et my letters evidently had the salutary 
effect of awakening the members of the National 
J'pintual Assembly to the necessity of curbing 
their extravagancies. I or shortly after sending 
tie foregoing letter, they passed a resolution 
o limit their expenses to #33.000.00 a vear. 

•V e ' 8 colossal sum, compared to 

ther religious organizations, with a like number 

n ,f } ’ C ? r embcW> and wh ° *> even 

< h th T arc no salaried officials and 

an^heT n , ! e ' r or S a nixation. There is 
as ° vh y Uohais curtailed 
to buST^ 8 ^. flre makin « desperate efforts 
bv a l,U- h3i Ten,I ? le - 11 ‘old to me 
'Villein clip ?° wn that the officials of 

foundation oTthe' t0 . bl<,w up the 

started atxi.it r<im P Ie * "hich was 

atx,ut seventeen years ago. Property 
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holders have complained that this unsightly 
foundation, which looks like an arsenal, has 
depreciated the value of their property to 
such an extent, that the officials have given 
notice that the Temple must either be finished 
or dynamited. If it is dynamited it will be a 
fitting symbol of the activities of the leaders 
of the Bahai organization. It will be no reflec¬ 
tion OH the Bahai Religion itself, but only a 
reflection on those who have tried to build on a 
wrong foundation by subverting the Bahai prin¬ 
ciples to suit their own ends. 

In this same article Mr. Holley also makes 
this statement: 

“The third characteristic is the ahsence of internal 
factionalism, that banc of all organized effort, anti the 
sure sign of the presence of spiritual disease . . . 


Mr. Holley knows that the history of the 
Bahai organization lias lieen one long battle 
and internal factionalism, such os few organiza¬ 
tions have experienced. This is because the> 
are functioning in an utterly un-Bahai way 
I could cite dozens of instances, but the fo 
from the minutes of the meeting of the Loi-a 
Spiritual Assembly of New \ork iity* u *' ' 

19S« will suffice to show that Mr. ° 
statement is false: 
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“Mi* Juliet Thompson stated that Shochi Vrr' ,. 
asked her to appear More the Assembly H . i ' hlul 
them with some of the matters about whirl! V 1 ' 1 * 1 ** 
talked to her on her recent visit to Half a h< * ^ lad 

That Skoghi Effpndi believe* that there i, rf 
here ,n New Wk of two schools of thought Sh f 
I am pnttuig this very roughly in my o» n wo !t "S' 

eTelnt' **" tW ° 

The Chairman; Factions? 

J/»m T.: J hate to use that word hut tl,*,.. . 

<Wo - ^ said the difference hetweer t Jn, "! T 
mental a fundamental difference of I 

«p »ng to palliate and excuse it. but he said -it ! 

The breach n.av»^ r C ”' ne , '7 dau « erou!i j» 'he future. 

parties. We must do . ?“ ,1 • m ® >- resu * 1 groups, or 

’“ch a disaster.'~ He MidThaTtl ° Ur P °"” ‘® “ Vert 
_. 1 ,httt fh» »as most serious. 

things „nbe" t “'t ^ ref ” r '° n “ ture *• 

sides differed’ the m ‘ Uter ° D which the 

^ imreu. And the persona? 

Mrs.* Foi^ h» ! K refer 7 d lo I ,crs °ns. Fie said that 
most important tl ]^ l** 8 * followin X and that it was 
with theSpirituiil i ' nng i^ er a,,d * ler h ,rou P into harmony 
to have her elrri ^ sem Wy. That it was most important 
that very tuuch (< <(> Hoard and that he wished 
difficult question t / 80was A vcr ^ deep and 

overcome, a n< j ji. OVcrc ome, but that it must be 

* ?he would not consent herself to 
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be on the Board, then some member of her group. or 
members of her group must He appointed with the 
others on the Board. He said t hat because this difference 
in teaching was a very serious thing, he wished that the 
teachers—and then again he said the leaders of the 
groups—would get together—and he wished a class 
to be formed of teachers, and that these teachers should 
be required, really required to be present at these meet¬ 
ings, at every meeting to uphold this class and to go 
deeper into the teachings together and to thrash out all 
their differences together until they arrived at a common 
understanding and agreement «o that the teachings in 
the various groups would not differ. 

The Chairman: Did Shoghi Effendi make any point 
as to which of the two sides gave the right teachings, or 
taught in the right way? 

(Diecusxion) 

Miss 7'..* I brought up this fact and what Shoghi said 
with relation to that was that we must leave the under¬ 
standing of Baha’u’lbih to the future. NVhat 1 gathered 
from him was that we must sacrifice everything at this 
moment to effect unity. 

The Chairman: (The chairman here referred to his 
willingness to sacrifice anything and everything in 
order that we might work together, but intimated t at 
it would be difficult to sacrifice the station of Bahaoilah). 

Hitt Thompson: Ht wked that I oomt bafoiv U« 
Board and ask them to issue this invitation to ^ ■* 
teachers to come together and study the tcac mg" 
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reach this understAdding; and he said that f 
not come through this invitation, that oth' ^ ^ 
must be used. First reason by reason -and jh ", .? ea,u 
does not succeed we must use some other me * ** * hat 
He scorns to not wish at all the Bahais 
time and effort and money into these outside „iov the,> 
like the League of Nations, etc. He said that th CDlenl * 

they have in, ° the dir ~ l 

He regretted very much that some of the prominent 

rzjr* an,j devotin4! thdr o,c 

This faction between the NationaJ Spiritual 
Assembly, on the one side, and Mrs. Ford and 
her group on the other, is due to the fact that 
the former accept Shoghi Effendi as supreme 
dictator, or pope, while the latter accept him. 

ic words of Mrs. Ford, “merely as business 
manager or errand boy,” of the Bahais. But 
it should be clear to all factions by this time that 
° aw I' 1 hini in any capacity at all. based 
a * ^authenticated will is’ equally wrong. 

5 ^ r Shoghi Effendi is accepted as pope, 
r usiness manager, iu either case he has l>een 
i nJO> * appalling failure and has brought 

manv *~ ause * -^ s pope he has made 

a ,s,ons the very thing the Bahais said 

•ce. or "° l, ld prevent, and he has decreased 
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their numbers to less than half. As “business 
manager or errand boy * hr has been an equal 
failure, as the foregoing financial statements 
will show. Despite all this, tlic* command he 
issued that some of Mrs. Ford’s group be ap¬ 
pointed on the Board was evidently carried 
through successfully. For some of her group, 
who, prior to this edict, were opposed to organ¬ 
ization, have since been elected on the Board 
of the Local Now York Assembly. 

The frightful disharmony.? prevailing among 
the members of the Bahai organization, and 
the afllictious that have befallen them individ¬ 
ually and collectively, is the retribution for 
violating the teachings they purport to represeut. 
For the spiritual law of Cause and Effect works 
with inexorable accuracy according to our 
actions and not according to what we profess 
to lielieve. 

No matter how ardently we may try to 
promulgate a religion, if we are on the wrong 
path in that religion, we are not protected from 
the working of the Law of Cause and Effect. 
For religion is like a great dynamo. Only as 
wc follow the right path in religion does our 
position become analogous to the expert elec 
tricinn who. huving learned the laws that 
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f omM 1 " nl,le •» light «ndj.. 

house* by ill IM*m*iu*t*n| power. Tin* 

W t« whgion. If we Irani how to nnr.iy •, 

Inw'fl we receive nutrveloun power; but if vr " 

not learn how lo apply ita lawa, we are in exm llv 

tin- wt.tr (Mwition aa a mini who, calling himself 

in. ehitrician, anil yet not underatamiing tl„. 

Hynnino, receive* nothing but shock* anil short 
circuits. 


I lib is I lie* moaning of wlml Paul said: •Tirxl 
in not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth 
lliut shall he also reap.** flaying at religion 
is mocking God. T his is I rue whether the play¬ 
ing is unconscious or not. It almost always it 
unconscious. 1*or a test means falling into an 
error that we at the time cannot see as an error, 
otherwise we would avoid it. It is the worldly 
interpretation of religion that precipitates people 
into the trap of tests. 

I*or a brief period, and for some inscrutable 
reason, God has destined that the leaders of 
the Bahai organization continue in their intox¬ 
icating charade, but the dawn of the awakening 
i> already manifest. Like children who will not 
learn that fire burns except by experience, so, 
too, are they learning by experience, or through 
t e law of tests, that they cannot play at, or 
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misapply religion without experiencing fearful 
penalties. 

I asked Mr. Mountfqrd Mills if he did not 
think it strange that everyone of the secretaries 
of Shoghi Kffendi, who went to Haifa from 
different part* of the world lud all come to 
grief. He admitted that it was very strange 
ind«*ed. 

In less than five years this b what has happened 
to some of them: Mr. .1. K. Kaslemont, a young 
Englishman died. Mir/a Mali mood, a young 
Persian also died. The same fate hefell M. Hip- 
polyte Dreyfus, a Frenchman. Mirxa Assad iu- 
lah (I think that was lii.s name) another young Per¬ 
sian, became completely incapacitated through 
paralysis of his right arm. In Mr. Mills’ own 
case, his health became completely shattered, 
and the affliction which ladell his wife is even 
worse. There are others w ho w ere equally un¬ 
fortunate, but 1 have forgotten the details. 
I would not be thus personal except to show what 
I believe to be the workings of the law r of Cause 
and Eff?ct. 

Hut to return to the subject of factions. I 
attended a meeting of still another faction among 
the Bahais—the last lecture in a series given 
by Mirza Ahmad Sohrad. It was as far from 
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the Truth of the Bahai teachings ns th 
sectarianism of the National Spiritual xJl***?? 
» »< the other end. For 
tried to prove himself broad and lil„!! “T 
proved himself nothing hut bordered , ’ t 
as the Bahai teachings are concerned. 
mstance alone will be sufficient to show this 
He said that the time would come when babies 
wotid >e created in the laboratory • At this 
echirt* Mirza Sohrab showed still further his 
mental confusion by stating that he had a dream 
a v,s,on. And then he proceeded to recount 
the vision of the dry bones, related in Ezekiel, 
chapter xxxvii. as his own. He even quoted 
the very words as his own. And the audience 
air > gasped at what may have been an un¬ 
conscious plagiarism. He also quoted whole 
paragraphs of Alxiul Baha as his own. without 

°r even hinting, that they were the 
words of Abdul Baha. 

The Bahais do not all their activities “organ¬ 
ization because they know that, the founders 
° * H ^ lu * Religion said it could not be organ- 
rinnfore. they have tried to side-step 
js issue by ending their activities "Bahai 
1*' tf» 1 * ♦ as commanded by Shoghi 

en Tin's despite the fact that since the 
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death of AImIuI Baha they have not only incur 
porated the Bahai Religion but made it a 
thoroughly narrow and poimnercinl organiza¬ 
tion as well. Some of the activities of their 
organization are collecting funds, part of which 
is paid to Shoghi Effendi, and part of which is 
list’d to finance their paid officials—their Green 
Acre Summer School—their lecturer*—iand to 
publish 7 he Bahai Mayuzinc, as well as their 
indirect activities, flourishing under World Unity 
Conferences. 

The inversion of the Bahai teachings has 
taken place so gradually that many of the Bahais 
art 1 unconscious of the extent of these inversions. 
It is, therefore, a constant source of wonder, 
that, for some, to them, unaccountable reason, 
intelligent people shy off when they try to per¬ 
suade them to come into their organization, 
or box. As a consequence they have resorted 
to indirect methods of propaganda, and they 
have organized “World Unity Conference*' 
and a magazine called World Unity and a World 
Unity Foundation. Shoghi Effendi wrote to 
the Assemblies in 1946 as follows: 

"In connection with the World I’nitv Conference*, 
as to the policy that should be adopted with 
regard to these conferences and other Bahai activities 
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in general. . . . the National Spiritual 
should . . . resort to the twofold method of , 
and indirectly winning the enlightened public 
unqual fied acceptance of the Bahai Faith T{ ° 
method would assume an open, decisive and challl ^ 

S5J w .r.. - 

Bahai Administration by Shoghi Efiendi; pages 114 , ll5 

The World Unity Conferences are held in all 
the larger cities, but no mention is made front 
the platform that it is a Bahai activity. The 
Bahais dock to these meetings to do what they 
call “follow-up work” among those who evidence 
any interest. This “follow-up work” would 
he all right if it were not for the fact that these 
teachers who do “follow-up work” try to per¬ 
suade those who have just heard universal 
principles propounded from the platform, to 
accept the inverted conception of these prin- 
fipes. lat is they attempt to get people into 
»ox or organization to which they must pay 
dues and become clan conscious, and to little 
> 1 11 i be taught to believe that thev must 
ohoy * >M,ut ely the dictates of the Spiritual 
Ij 111 a,,t ^ Shoghi Effendi. In fact the 

means that by a very 
process tlie proselyte is led to accept 
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the inverted teachings of the Bahai Religion. 
Mr. Horace Holley is one of the leaders of the 
Bahai organisation, and yet as one of the leaders 
of World Unity Conferences , and as managing 
editor of World Unity Maya nine he represents 
himself as a modernist. And for promulgating 
these irreconcilable view-points he receives a 
salary from lx>th sides of the organization. 

In December. 19£), the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Bahais of the United States 
and Canada issued a pamphlet, “A Plan of 
Unified Action to Spread the Bahai Cause." 
The object of this plan was to make a drive to 
raise #400,000, as the following quotations show: 


The objects of the plnn are, in brief, to unify the 
efforts and enlarge the numbers of the Cause in North 
America, penetrate the consciousness of the public with 
the spirit of Bahno’llah, and. by the end of three year* 
at most, accumulate, in response to the request of 
Shoghi Effendi. a fund of $400.1MM) to construct the first 
unit of the superstructure of the MashnquTAdhlcar 

at Wilmette, Illinois. ^ 

... It is the fixed and unalterable intention of the 

National Spiritual Assembly to so administer the affair' 
of the Cause, and so assist the friends, that 
specified by the Guardian (Shoghi Effendi l 
can be gathered together by December 31, If ~* fu , 
To carry this plan steadily forward to .» 
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conclusion means that contriUt... 
dollars per month from everv ”* "" l5t »'®raie „• 
Baha'i beginning Januan-. Ittofl. ‘""'i"" 0 ' 1 Ad*r£ 
intcmipedly nntil December. 10^8 cont ">»ed „„ 
At the cud of th«* 

of the Fund will be laid brfore the'cw <y>ndili o« 
Cause ... ine Guardian of the 

One of the pamphlets and a letter „ r. 
cmttrihutions to this fund, was maded lo 2* 

B&haVII r mCm , bering at the timp that I>oth 
t"''' 1 ' ,»“ d . Abdul Baha had forbidden 

mntn'b f CgS !! 1R m a “ y form - 1 uuule several 

r tr ,S i ° rll -r aftor this - 1 

others that the leaders 
a •** organization were advocating were 
outran the principles of the Bahai Iteligion, 
one Of which was that it should be kept inviolate 
rom money and other worldly considerations, 
aS ^ ai( °^* c ials and paid teachers. 

*bi- s action of theirs I also realized 
la it had given me the legal right to demand 

oil H j D ^ *^nd for photographs of the 

<ged will. For I saw that under the admin- 
* j ft lon Slioghi Kffendi the Bahai teachings 
L . n<> * OI1 i. v become more and more inverted, 

>w more and more commercialized. I then 
cd f a let ter on December 3.1927, and request - 
of th * .National Spiritual Assembly that they 
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send for photographs of the alleged will i„ fh i 
to prove its validity, par, of whff. . «£*f 

v .♦ | c , December S, 10*7 

National hpintual Assembly 

of the Bahai* of the 
1‘nited State* and Canada. 

I wa* asked by your organiiation. the \. S. A. of the 
Bahai* of the U. g. and Canada, which purport* to 
represent the Bahai Religion in America, to contribute 
to a fund for the support of the various activities, both 

n T* » l mll,Trt ° f your °nf*nixation. Thu National 
Bahai Find for raising money to support your organiza¬ 
tion was ratified by Sboghi Effendi. whom your orgon- 
1 ration has arceptetl as the successor of Abdul Baha. 
based on a document purporting to be the will of 
Abdul Ba*>a. Typewritten copies of this document 
were distributed among a number of pcoplr, in IWJ. 
But these copies bore no evidence that th » will wa* 
signed, or in the handwriting of Abdul Balia, nor who 
translated it. And this omission was doubly strange 
considering the fact that all Tablets of Abdul Baha 
coming to this country always specified that they were 
signed by Abdul Baha. 

As you know Abdul Baha wrote many times to different 
people before he passed from tbi* world, that no docu¬ 
ment. or Tablet, purporting to come from him. even if 
*cnt, or presented by a member of his own family, should 
be accepted, unless they were written in his own hand- 
writing and signed by him. And even then the authen¬ 
ticity of them must be attested to. 
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I request that you. in your official caoacit 
oar of the officers of this organization present * " B 
legal evidence that your organization, in it* *° me 
of Shoghi Effendi as the successor of XbdT^l**? 
founded on a legal chaim. by presenting to me '* '* 
before the 19th day of January. 10**. ail ' ° D ° r 

photographic copy of this document which 

to be the will of Abdul Baha. Purports 

y ours in the service of the Cause of God. 

Mrs. H. Lawrence White ^ ™ " HITE 

P. O. Box 379. Grand Central Station 
New York City 

1 «-nt this letter to Mr. Horace Hollev Mr 

%C,»kM r .AI| IW | l.unt, Mr Allen 
Ah L)an,el. Mr Carl Seheffler. Mr. Louis Greg- 

CoUins * Mrs. May Maxwell, 
and Mrs. h lorence Morton. 

Four weeks later, »u December 31, I received 

followT: ,,0 " ey ’ Part ot " hieh “ 

Cable Address. Bahai. New York. 

• ‘al Si miTUA L Assembly op the Baha’is or the 
tNiTEo States and Canada 

Ivh» !• °^ re ,he Stcrrtory 

Last T «mi Street. New York City 

Hy Dear Mrs. WkiU: ******* 81 . 10 * 7 . 

you desirc^V' T ^ ' ^ ‘ nf ^ ca *«*d several points on which 
^plaimtion or comment, we feel that your 
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letter raises only one fundamental on ~n 
,W v*JWHyrfU,e Will and 1*^5.^. 

administrative affair, Cmst £ 

Guard,an has approvrt the matte, you <|UMtio0 . j 
cou so follows that tho* who Wally drain, coaf,™ 
to the wuhe. and irutructioiu of "Abdul-Baha wUI 
accept Hi, instruct,on. concerning administrative affair, 
as .oon a., they know what the* intruction, aw. 

' ™. Uwrefa **, ffivr you full assurance that the Will 
and lestament of Abdu l-Baha. a copy of which was 
wot >'ou over two years ago. h . document written bv 

” w " b *“ d - lh< - of which ha, been 

established by a number of well-known Baha'is from 
•jinerent countries who insperted the original at Haifa. 

Apart from this entirely convincing proof, it U a 
matter of interesting historical record that, when the 
custody of one of the Bahai i tomb* at Haifa was ques¬ 
tioned after the departure of ’Abdifl-Baha the final 
decision lay in the hands of the representative of the 
Bntidi Government administering Palestine under the 
mandate of the League of Nations, and after full in¬ 
vestigation he restored the keys of the Tomb to the 
Guardian appointed in the Will and Testament of 
Abdu’l-Baha. 

As no photographic copies of this document exist in 
this country, we arc unable to meet your request for 
*uch a copy. In view of the fact that the world-wide 
Baha i community naturally moat concerned with es¬ 
tablishing the completeness and accuracy of ‘Abdul* 
®*ba*« final instruction to His followers, has bero 
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satisfied with the verbal accuracy of His Will 
ment; and in view also of the fact that tK° l T esk4 ' 
dsil authorities of Palestine have also aer/ 
Guardian as the administrative head of the R ^ 
Cause, we know that you may rest assured that ,!L!c ** 

to Ahdu’l-Baha at this time means obedience to^iT 
Guardian appointed by Him in all matters * 

to the Bahai Cause.” P***mng 

(Signed) Horace Holley, Secretary. 


This letter was wholly unsatisfactory, because 
the very point in my letter as well as in others 
that T sent was this very issue—that the alleged 
will docs not express the wishes of Abdul Baha 
and cannot be accepted as the wishes of Abdul 
Baha until it is proved valid. And yet the 
National Spiritual Assembly incorporated part 
of the contents of this alleged will in their by¬ 
laws, and made it an article of faith of the Bahai 
Religion. As for Mr. Holley’s statement: 41 . 
in view also of the fact that the highest civil 
authorities of Palestine have also accepted the 
Guardian as the administrative head of the 
Baha’i Cause . . it means nothing at all 
as far as the vital issues that I am dealing with 
are concerned. It merely amounts to this, 
that as there was no property, either personal 
or real, bequeathed in the alleged will, and a-* 
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no one contested Shoghi Effendi’s right as suc¬ 
cessor, the government’s recognition of Shoghi 
Effendi consisted in permitting him to he the 
custodian of the Tombs of the Bah, and of 
Abdul Baha. and of Bahn’o’llah. When I say 
that no one contested Shoghi Effendi’s right 
as successor, l mean that no one contested it 
to the point of insisting upon having the alleged 
will put to the acid test of handwriting experts. 
That Mohammed All did not do this is very 
significant, or suspicious to say the least. For 
anyone who is familiar with the Cause knows 
that Mohammed Ali lias for the past thirty 
years left no stone unturned to control the Bahai 
Religion, and the very fact that he so readily 
acquiesced to Shoghi Effendi’s claim indicates 
collusion. In other words Mohammed Ali knew 
that he had no shadow of a chance of ever being 
a leader, or a successor, in the Bahai Religion 
because of the fact made public that he had 
interpolated the writings of Baha’o Hah.* He 
therefore must have decided that the best way 
to share in the wealth and power that would 
come to the family of Abdul Bahn through the 
appointment of a successor, would lie to ac¬ 
quiesce to the appointment. Then in order to 

•Sf* p*«*t 121) to 1«3. Till* Eputle to the Baiun "’<>*•» 
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strengthen Shoghi F.ffendi’j claim, he n„* '• 
daim also merely ns n bluff, and then 7 a 
Shogln Effendi produced the will he „,," !h 
|| without a murmur. Whereas even-one fw 
liar with his activities knows that this h i 
...»k a., Moh»tnmo) 
unless he had some ulterior motive 
I believe this to be the ease from l„ Dg and 
careful research of all aspects of the Bahai 
Rehgron in its relation to the administration 
of Sboghi Effendi and his abettors. I base tnv 
assumption not on what Shoghi Effendi savs but 
on what he has done, and is doing. This is the 
onb- gauge that Abdul Baha said we should use. 

■ r, i,s ons for lielieving that Mohammed AH 
p ° ne ° ^^Hors of Shoghi Effendi are many, 
or instance upon the death of Abdul Baha all 
c , *bat Mohammed Ali has always 

Wood for liegan to lie inculcated into the Bahai 
-uuse, such as the commercializing of the Bahai 
ause through extreme and narrow organiza- 
"! th P“><1 officials, etc. Even in such 
tli. i '! ngS a ' apolliog of the sacred names, 
vert 7'V' ^ le ®®bai organization have re- 
is Ani. ° */‘ > / laniul< *d AJi’s style. This latter 
in tli \ thing, but it shows that even 

nfling tilings that the will of Mob®®* 
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organization 


tned Ali is being followed, functioning, of 
course, through the personality of Shoghi Effen¬ 
di. Later in this book I will give what to uie is 
an overwhelming proof that Mohammed Ali 
is the secret power behind the throne of Shoghi 
Effendi. 

As Mr. Mountford Mills was one of the “well 
known Bahais*’ who had gone to Palestine 
shortly after the passing of Abdul Baha 1 wrote 
to him asking him to give me what information 
he could concerning the alleged will. He answer¬ 
ed as follows: 


TheHarvard Cim 
27 West 44th St. 
Xew York Cttt 


January 10th. 1048. 

Dear Mrs. White: 

I have your letter of yesterday and have also received 
the copies of your earlier letters to the National Spiritual 
Assembly and to Mr. llolley, all bearing upon the 
question whether the Will accepted by the National 
Spiritual Assembly as Abdul* Baha s Last Testament 
is really so. Needless to say. I am glad to give you any 
information I can relating to the matter. 

Answering more specifically the questions in your 

letter to me, 

I have seen the Will. 

It is written entirely in the Master a own ban 
It is signed by him. 
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™ E " “UOW. AND 

,ro “ him in *•» *„ 

“ u not dated i „„ 7™ n °H 

h.ve :z?zz K z; m MtiHy ,he d ° ubt * u,., 

of lie Will. Please let me kno'J'""^^'' * U ' h ' n,ici, - r 
ceptional opportunities to learn the ’r T* **’ 

do not hesitate to asanS !T h, ( n * b ° U * ft “ d 
which copies have h„„ •' , b , t lf document of 

in this country i‘, the La t un? la, « 1 * m <«»g the Bahais 
Baha and embl« h^L . °", d Tf5ta ' nen ' of Abd “'' 

to hi, follower, mOSt ,acred 

(Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) MorxTFORD Mills. 

Then upon further questioning he wrote 
again as follows: 


The Harvard Club 
27 West 44th St. 

January 22nd, 1928. 

Dear Mrs. White: 

1 have your letter of yesterday. 

As I wrote in my last letter, the formal standards m 
executing wills here required by our laws cannot 
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applied to the Will of Abdul Baha. Viewing it \hny*A 
the eye of our custom so far as possible, howrrer we 
should consider its three parts as forming his mam Wfll 
to which two codicils had been added, all time parts being 
hi§ I as! Will and Testament. This is the view I took 
when writing you. It also seems beyond question that 
this a as the Master's own intention. The three parts 
were filed together in one place by him. with the evident 
intent that they should be read together as one document. 

\nsw ering your specific questions. 

All three sections are signed by Abdul Baha. 

The first two sections are sealed. 

AD three sections are in the handwriting of Abdul 
Baha. 

The Master’s seal was stolen during his visit to this 
country in 1912. 

The first two sections were thus obviously written 
before 1912, the last section after his return to Palestine 
in 1913. A closer approximation to the exact dates can 
L*e drawn from events referred to in the separate sections, 
hut I have not this data with me here. As explained 
above, fallowing our occidental terminology, there is 
hut one Will with two codicils, the three parts having 
been written at different dates. 

The commands of Abdul Baha which you quote 
concerning the identification of letters alleged to have 
been written by him were given out with special referen*-v 
to Orientals who might come to this country and mingle 
*‘ith the Friends with the purpose of creating ditferen.'es 
among them, and it has always been supposed that 
the commands were given with particular reference 
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•Itorww*. ■ Tlmi uiT k -mne Ur* u 

...-*T 

beyond I ho signature. Bowr 'l h “ °» 
ent.roly that 1,0 I wi>h ■ 1 “«'W With jo„ 

anyone foolii, K t! ml (,,, |„ hJ "'” r ' "'wngly th„ 

<bo authenticity ,,f K ro " n d* lo doubt 

“ <»- wii should .Z^roT":r* * *•—« 

be sure. Cry re "°"» l >le precaution to 


Sinpcrcly, 

(Signed) Moi ntford Mills. 


th 1 vTT l ° ° th, ' r that I wrote to 

. Natlo " al Spiritual Assembly, reiterating 
m.v demand that they send for 

te .1 egeil will anil have it examined by hand¬ 
writing experts, I receivetl a reply from Mr. 
<> *), asking me to meet the members of the 
pi ritual Assembly. J accepted this invitation 
and met them on February 25, 1 928. The 
° f f ^ le meeting on their part was, appar¬ 
ently, to try and make me believe that I should 
accept this document on verbal and circumstan¬ 
tial evidence. I, on my part, reiterated what I 
ad said in my letters, and. I tried to make them 
Realize that to accept it in this manner was 
sobedience to the commands of Ahdul Balia. 
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I abo ached them how they «.u 
believe they were mirving out th,. •T’"’ - ' 
A.,.1,.1 B«hn i„ ,1^!,^ 

** T r .; u ' '•» «i’be, regarding the , 

to ,h - bi ’ - - 

Any , 'rr,i.„. {w||(> 

m my hou,In-rUing, or signed with my rign.W 

(Sigurd) Annin, Bah* Abba*. 

From Alar a/14, HV«. Ort»6„ W . If ,,j 

They contended that tlm referred to a certain 
rv alive of Abdul Baha',. f maintained that it 
referred to anyone, and that it made no diffrr- 
PIK-- whether a person brought a letter or docu¬ 
ment or urn! one. alleging to be Alidul Baha a 

" 11 ,| ** vo |" IU authority, this command applied 
P'llially to either case, and that it applied over¬ 
whelmingly to the case of his alleged will. For 
n> gave Shoghi Kffendi more potential uuthor- 
*ly Jhan a king or a po|x\ 

i he very fact that Shoghi Effendi was speci- 
^ 111 fhc aliove manner was portentious of 

"hat has happened. 
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This meeting was characterioed bv 

quisitoriaJ methods of the dark ages • l * e ,n ' 
the activities of the leaders of the link *** 110 * 1 °f 
zation art'. I was questioned in this wise- S ^' 

“Would you ncoept Shoghi Effendi as th« 
mr of Abdul Bahai, and would you obey him tf th?*? 
won* proved to be absolutely valid?" * e 

I replied that I would not according to their 
conception of obedience. For in every Rw 
|h-o,.| ( . olx*y or disobey religious teachings » P * 
cording to their capacity. The fanatics who 
constituted themselves the custodian’s of Christ’s 
teachings considered that they were the only 
people who were obeying Christ, and in their 
seal to make others obey they resorted to 
inconceivable cruelty. 

1 might as well add here* the convictions that 
came to me later. I would not accept the ap¬ 
pointment of Shoghi Effendi nor obey him even 
if handwriting experts said the will was authen¬ 
tic. For this reason: Even if the instructions 
in the will an* authentic, the instructions given 
by Abdul Bahn during bis lifetime would have 
to Ik? considered side by side with those in the 
will. 1 berefore if the instructions in the reputed 
*dl are repeated only ones* or twice, and the 
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reverse of these instructions were repeated and 
printed hundreds of times during the lifetime 
of Abdul Raha and at the very time that the 
alleged will was already ’in existence, this faet 
far outweighs instructions found after his death, 
even in the incredible event of the will proving 
to be valid. Furthermore. Abdul Baha said that 
if an angel from heaven comes down and tries 
to change the teachings of BahaVllah, do not 
believe him. Shoghi Effendi has changed the 
teachings by min-applying every fundamental 
principle of the Bahai Religion. Therefore to 
accept the appointment of Shoghi Effendi at 
all is to throw over completely the Bahai Relig¬ 
ion; for lie has changed the Bahai teachings from 
a spiritual democracy, which the founders said 
it was, into a theocracy, which they said very 
emphatically it was not. 

I learned at this meeting that the photographs 
of the alleged will, which 1 had requested three 
months prior to this meeting, had not even l»een 
sent for. Therefore, the next day, l>efore the 
session of the Spiritual, Assembly adjourned I 
sent by special delivery a letter in which I urged 
that they cable to Mr. Allen McDaniel, who was 
then in Haifa, and request him to bring hack the 
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photographs when he returnee! r 

to this letter Mr. Holley wrote that "ti rL ' S| ’° n ^ 

grapba ha<! been sent for. It J, ai i , 'Photo. 

nearly three months of hard wort 

first victory. 0 ^ A,n my 


CHAPTER IV. 


I <v> to London in Qcmt of 7 «e Phtmaun* or m 
«ox-B.,o C.v* Cm. „ 

G«»u<Nr-fWni:rT or Aboci. Bam a Fruoutp JaumZ 
Dwdotaltt or MIA Follovi - 


Although even-one whom I had questioned 
concerning the alleged will assured me that it 
had never been photographed, yet about this 
time I heard that one set of photographs did 
exist and was owned by a Persian in I^ondon. 
As I had received no assurance to numerous 
inquiries I had ninde ns to whether the photo¬ 
graphs had been started on the way, l therefore 
sailed for England on April 45. This was for 
the twofold purpose of securing this document 
and also to observe the effect of the administra- 
tion of the Bahai Cause under Shoghi Effendi. 
Due to a very fortunate combination of circum¬ 
stances that h;ul occurred several years earlier, 
I succeeded in obtaining permission to have 
copied the only set of photographs of the alleged 
will that existed, according to all the reports 
that 1 had heard. Some of the ten sheets were 
illegible in part, as evidently some chemical had 
been spilled over them. But needless t° 
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photographs when he returned. I,, 
to this letter Mr. Holley wrote that 0,^°“* 
graphs hail been sent for. It had tak ° to * 
nearly three months of hard work to me 
first victory. gam “ty 
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CHAPTER IV. 

I go to London in Qcr*t op mt Pbotdoilu’bs or nr . A maxed 
Wild— Babai Cac*e Under an Eclipse in Enolahd and 
Gbhmant—Pnoihieci or A hr CL Daiu FYlpiulei. Tmotraa 
Dislotaltt or bib Followers. 

Although everyone whom I had questioned 
concerning the alleged will assured me that it 
had never been photographed, yet about this 
time I heard that one set of photographs did 
exist and was owned by a Persian in London. 
As I had received no assurance to numerous 
inquiries I had made as to whether the photo¬ 
graphs had been started on the way, I therefore 
sailed for England on April 25. This was for 
the twofold purpose of securing this document 
and also to observe the effect of the administra¬ 
tion of the Bahai Cause under Shoghi EtTendi. 
Due to a very fortunate combination of circum¬ 
stances that had occurred several years earlier, 
I succeeded in obtaining permission to have 
copied the only set of photographs of the alleged 
will that existed, according to all the reports 
that l had heard. Some of the ten sheets were 
illegible in part, ns evidently some chemical had 
been spilled over them. But needless to 
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I was overjoyed at the miraculous rha,.„ 
which for!unc had favored me. nf ' r ,n 

I met practically all the Bahai* i„ I . 
and while there I was invited to meet 11 „. 

Ihts of the National Spiritual AsaemhlT'") 
England at the home of Mrs. Florence ( ° f 
The members met at two oelock tT.ra^ 
business, and my hnslmnd and I were asked t 
come „t four We arrived at the appointed hour 
and the matd »atd that the meeting had not vet 
adjourned. While we waile, I we could occasion- 
ally hear voices hi strong disputes. Apologies 
were sent out several times that the delay was 
unavoidable. Finally, at nearly six o’clock, the 
members emerged limp and tired. No sooner 
were greetings exchanged than Mr. G. P. Simp¬ 
lon approached each member of the National 
s-pirihia Assembly and said very dramatically: 

I have finished with you forever! You are not 
Bahais! V ou a re not Bahais P’ 

then he strode from the room beside 
himself with rage. 

Mrs. George, who was convalescent and had 
recently returned from a hospital , was almost 
overcome with grief. One of the members sug¬ 
gested that if each repeated some of the Bahai 
prayers aloud it would coinfort her. This we 
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di«l. each repeating in turn the pru yer which 
most appealed to him. I shall never forget the 
pathos and tragedy in her exquisite voice 
modulated by suffering, ns she repeated her 
prayers. But I also felt, and knew that the 
tragedies and dishormonys among the Bahais 
were the outcome of their misapplying the 
Bahai Religion. They were like inexperienced 
children meddling with n dynamo, and all they 
received from it were shocks and injuries. In¬ 
stead of which they might have received the 
beneficent effects of the dynamo, had they 
followed the instructions of the founders of the 
religion they were purporting to represent. 

Lady Blomfield. who was present nt this meet¬ 
ing, said to me that there was practically no 
longer a Bahai Cause in England, and she had 
come to the conclusion that the Bahai Cause 
cannot be organized. She had asked Abdul Bnha 
in Iff 11 if he approved of the Houses of Spiritual¬ 
ity (the organized groups of Bahais also called 
Spiritual Assemblies). He replied as follows: 

"If you bad lived in the time of HL§ Holiness the 
Christ which would you have chosen to be—one of hi* 
disciples, or a member of the Council of Trent?" 

She replied: 

"Without question I would have chosen to be one of 
His disciples. But if by my presence I could have 
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leavened nnd hel|»cd the Council of Trent th 

have chosen to be one of them ** • I would 

La<v Blonitiold now perceives that the | al , 
choice would have been a mistake, f„ r sh , , • I 

to leaven the Bahai organization nnd (llTt 
an impossible task. und “ 

In Germany it was just as bad. The n.l • 
cause was under as great an eclipse as it xv °?' 
Lngland due to the administration of the , 
suivcssor. One of the leaders complaint blfe! 
to me hat the coercions of the National Spirit,ml 
Assembly of Germany had gone to such an ex- 
treme that they had actually forbidden the 
liuhan to so much as speak of the Bahai Message 

cal ers r Th" homR ?’ s , hould happen to have 
all, r.s ; This would Ik- an infringement of one 

' 'iT. n W L ! h s n ,' ° nly " lose "PPomted could 
esiw thp Bahai Message! 

I he following letter was given to me by Herr 

Herngel of Stuttgart, showing in part the extent 

° x le t , ic tutorship that the National Spiritual 

tot? t • , s as * surn( ^l under the instructions 
of Shoghi Effendi. 

-I C irritlur Letter from the National Council to the German 
ahai-local Groups and its scattered Friends. 

Bear Friends! 

The National Council feels called upon to render the 
ow mg explanation concerning its status and mission: 


KM) 


|U W.w.««is.v 






Abdu'l Balia, and according to Ihr ^ 

Guardian hboghi Effendi. it devolve, upon the 
Councils to watch over tKc development and ,he Z 
terest of the Holy Cause in each count rv. in which 
they have been installed; and to protect bith at home 
and abroad, the common interests of the various Baha’i 
congregations and of the scattered friends in the said 
country; to guide them and to represent them. This 
council comes into being through the indirect ballot 
of the professed followers of the Iloly Cause within 
a district, and, conseqncntly, it represents the will of 
these as expressed through the ballot. The friends, by 
their vote, place the destiny of the Holy Cause in the 
hands of the National Council for the duration of its 


term of office, and in accordance with the injunctions of 
our Masters, it is the unqualified duty of the groups 
and of the avowed friends of the Cause, to fulfill the 
commands of the National Council, as being the highest 
national organ of this order. It is a foremost duty for 
all followers of the Holy Cause to adapt themselves to 
such voluntary discipline. In the event that any dis¬ 
agreement with the National Council should arise, 
disagreements, which can not be clarified after a con¬ 
ference with that body—an international House of 
Justice is provided, in accordance with the law of 
Baha'u’llah. If this fails, the problem lies in the hands 
of our Guardian, Shoghi Effendi. The teaching* of 
Baha'u'll&h set forth us its highest principle, 1 nits' and 
Order, and a conscious and intentional infraction of 
this principle is construed as signifying withdrawal from 
the union. 
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The National Council, on its part 
committees for the proper execution of i. P,> ° ,nU «ub> 
problems submitted to them. The commitf ^ Uka a »d 
according to the instructions of the \ at : Gper *te 

and are responsible for their acts The*. Coun ^h 
measures in their dealings with the varinnl ° rders aQ( i 
scattered friends, insofar as these fall within and 

of authority assigned to them, ore to l,e deemed '7 , ’ hw ' 
importance with those of The National Co„ eil w' 

will name once more the persons comprising ,h e Sat! ? 

Council and its sub-oomraittees: The Nation*! r* * 
is composed of the following members: C °UQci| 

Albert Schwarz, Chairman 


Mrs. Scbwarz—Studttgart. Secretary 
Dr Hermann Grossmann, Wandsbe^k 
Julius Brueckner, Goeppingen 
Fr. Metzer, Goeppingen 
Miss Anna Kocstlin. Esslingen 
.Miss Edith Horn. Stuttgart 
Paul Golhner, Stuttgart 
Frederick Schweizer, Zuffcnhaiisen 


AH correspondence referring to the National Council, 
if no further instructions are given, are to be addressed 
to. Deutschen Baha’i Nationalrat, Baha’i-Buro, 
v Alexanderstrasse 3 II. (German Baha’i 

i a iona Council, Baha i Office, 3 Alexanderstrasse, 
Stuttgart, Germany.) 


ommittee on Instruction and Communications 
a \f° r so “ liien J Germany: Mrs. Schwarz. Miss Horn, 
a* Kocstlin (Essiingen), Mr. Kimmerie of Heil- 
bronn (Esperanto). 
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6 RCntU ' «“"*•>. »" 'otteW 

Translations and Press Committee 
Mr,. Schwarz Miss Horn. Mr. Kuestner, Mr. Diebold 
Address, Mrs. A. Schwar*. Solivo Stuttgart. Alexander’ 
strnsse 3. 


Committee on Ju enile IVork and Education 

Dr. Grossmann (Wamdsbeck). Miss Koestlin (Evdin- 
gen). Address Mr. Hermann Gross maim. Wandsbeck 
Post Office Box 8. 

Business Committee of the Deutsches Bahai-Bundes 
G. m. b. H. (German Bahai Union. Ltd.) 

Administration of the Sons of Truth. 

The holding of public lectures requires the sanction 
of the National Council, provided that no local, spiritual 
Working Body, recognized by the National Council, 
exists. Public lecturers within the Bahai field of labor 
require the endorsement of the National Council. Should 
the groups and scattered friends desire the services of a 
lecturer, application may be made to the above-men¬ 
tioned members of the Committee on Communications. 
If other friends should lie desired as lecturers, notifi¬ 
cation to that effect is to be given to the National 
Council, which body will then, according to its know¬ 
ledge of the qualifications of the candidate, judge as to 
his fitness thereof. Publications of any kind regarding 
the Bahai teachings, require the approval of the National 
Council. This obtains as well for publications by local, 
spiritual Working Bodies, as for those by individual 
members. 
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Local groups can only l»e established w ;n 
mission of the National Council. \yj le ' 1 per, 
election of a spiritual Working Body shall T V '' * *** 
accordance with the will of BahaVHnha . . plaoe h» 
Baha, and the instructions of our Gu j- * hf hT| 
Effendi. the National Council shall be inform*? f hoehi 
Whenever the National Council shall deem ;* therr *>*- 
further orders will be issued. Naturally it ; n t 7°* Sary ’ 
of the National Council, as well as that of* 11 t 
of th<- Holy Cause, to conduct all their affair, 
pound of careful study of the sacred teaching,. TJ 
joint consultation and communion with the v * ** 
spiritual Working Bodies. 1 nous 

The National Council enters into all matters nnlv. ♦ 

e "" re, - v <“ • My): its individual members Z£ 
on- have no authority to hand down any decisions „„ r 
o express an opinion in the name of t he National Council 
An «ee phon fo th» rule exists in the ease of commit^ 
memliers possessing full power to act. insofar as the 
matter ,n question lies within their especial province. 

W ational Council emphasizes, that it is fully 
conscious of the fact that the Bahai Cause can only 

WV*? <he individua * members, (in this case 
♦ *i ID ^. .°^ ,es as " e ^ 43 individual persons), vol- 

1 1 ^ *t»i j ° } : fuIIy °^ >e,v commands of our great 

. e, ? i * .National Council wishes to have the re- 

m .. plinc interpreted in this sense, and the above- 
.» ? 1,,IU i ru ^ ts a working basis, are the very' least 
at v * complied with. Necessity alone has caused 
Prindples° ^' oun °il to draw up such fundamental 
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The friends must realize Uiat in order to best 
the Holy Cause, they must joyfully support the 
fully thought-out desires of the National Council. 

(Signed 

AllCE Schwakt*. Secretary. 

This letter needs no comment. The intelli¬ 
gent reader can see that the violation of even- 
principle of the Bahai Religion is as manifest 
here as it is in the by-laws of the National Spirit¬ 
ual Assembly of the Bahais of the United States 
and Canada. 

I returned to America on May $9 with the 
much coveted document. On that very day 
Mr. Holley wrote to me that the photographs 
of the will were at his office anti invited me to 
inspect them, which, needless to say, I was 
glad to do. He evidently thought that 1 would 
be content with a mere casual inspection. If 
I had not surprised him with the information 
that I had just returned from England with 
copies of the alleged will, then neither he nor 
the National Spiritual Assembly would have 
permitted me to use their copies. This I very 
niuch wished, as their copies had not been oblit¬ 
erated in part, with acid, as mine had been. 
He informed me that neither he nor the National 
Spiritual Assembly intended to have the will 
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rxaminnl by expert*, (| u . v ... 

<vrtain o ( it* Validity. I„ Wectly 

for I lie use of hi* photography Jjgy** 
would bring the matter l„.f«.rc i|„. th »t hr 
National Spiritual Assembly wS* 1 *" 1 of 
for (he photographs to arrive. I Wai,i "R 

e ** er fo on .June £0, / ' lr,, *<h«*r 

- as follows: 


historical Z ^ ^ * 

B»ha if the N. S. A. w i„ be ^ ** 

(at my expense) photograph, of three or ^r TaLT 
fhat are known to be in the handwriting of A hdJuf 
written at d.flercnt period, in Abdul Hal,a . Id' t‘‘ 
» veiy necesraiy in order t„ compare t|, en , .-n,^ 
■II. Which was also written at different periods." 

thon^?b gh 1 S< '' ,t 01,8 by "»»*««« mail, and 
though the receipt came back with Mr. Holley s 

signature, yet when he mailed me the photo¬ 
graphs on July 13th no mention was made of my 
request, lhis despite the fact that there were 
in the archives 500 Tablets of Abdul Bnha as 
ear j as 1007.• In fact, the leaders of the Bahai 
organization by refusing to have tbe will exam- 
,n, n- ^* V ^ nn ^" n ^ ,n £ experts and by their un- 
ni l,, ^ ness assist me, only consenting to 

Kr# of Abdul Baba,” Vol. I, Introduction- 
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certain things when they were absolutely forced 
to. makes it appear as if they did not want to 
run the risk of putting the alleged will to the 
test of handwriting experts for fear that it might 
prove to be invalid. It would be such a stagger¬ 
ing blow to their pride as well as to the self- 
interest of many of them to admit that they had 
been a party to, or at least been the victims of 
one of the cleverest frauds of the age. At first, 

I thought that the leaders were merely the 
victims of this fraud, but their actions have in¬ 
dicated to me that at any rate a few of them 
would, and perhaps have, resorted to collusion 
rather than fare the facts. This is one of the 
reasons why they have taken refuge in the 
assumption that their Ixdief in the validity of 
the will must not only be sufficient proof to 
the mass of Bahais, whom they seek to control, 
but to the world in general. 

If the Bahais were so perfectly sure that the 
will was genuine, then they not. only should have 
desired to share this certainty with others, but 
most of all they would have seen the historical 
value of having it examined by the best hand¬ 
writing experts and their findings officially 
staled so that there would be no doubt in the 
minds of future generations of its genuineness- 
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They would also have realized that tl, , 

Ifgal right to incorporate the Jj..i • ' 1;i, l no 
‘ he of the alleged >° n ’ 

it an article of fail!, that the Bahai. make 
ohry this successor w ithout first n r, ' , !' Ce * 5t n n<l 
tificaily the validity of the will. s< '* 0 - 

I had also taken this matter >» • . 

-Mary Handford Ford, who is the I 7'' Mrs - 
other faction of the Bahai organiz^l" ° f ‘ be 
reatly stated on previous p n g c -ri, , ' as 
her group do not a^sJwFff * 
supreme dictator, or pom- vrt si, E ?T ! ** 
~ that to accept a suc<Lo r at I ,h° 

7" hi,d **** validated, was a violation ,d h 
cImt instructions that Abdul Balm had given ^ 

JihZ-ZV 1 ^ B ^ a ha * in '^‘ 

America tl , n ' h0n the fi,,al lc * 1 «■* to 

n:7Z r, ? ,ghl not bc two Balmis left. 
This then had been the great test -accepting 

Snt7a , e, " ,C Wi '' ,° f A,mJuJ «“<>„. which S 

Z ,-Tr**: r " ,^OUg ' , whom «•* teachings 

cl unit ? an,J Abdul Bolm were completely 
dunged and commercialized. 

Regarding this prophecy Abdul BaLa wrote: 

m»y hnow^he^Trl'iV V" ,Io,y Mariner ’ l,lsl . vou 

r™tJi. and consider that the Blessed 
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Beauty (BahaVUah) hath fully foretold future event 
Let them who perceive, take warning!” 

Among the things we find in ‘The Hoiv Ma¬ 
iner” are the following: 

He whose heart hath not the fragrance of the 
love of the Kxalted and glorious Arabian Youth, 

Can in no-wise ascend nnto the Glory of the Highest 
Heaven!" 

“By the Lord! I found not from these idle claimants 
the Brcazc of Faithfulness! 

By the lend. The ^out.h hath remained lone and 
forlorn in the land of exile in the hands of the ungodly!” 

T he Arabian ^ outh" w one of the names of 
the Bab according to Prof. E. G. Browne who 
wrote as follows: 

“Of himself he (the Bab) speaks often, but in various, 
and often enigmutical ways. Thus in one place he calls 
himself ‘This well-favored Arabian Youth, in whose 
grasp God hath placed the kingdom of the heavens and 
the earth;’ in another he says: ‘O people of the earth 
hear the voice of your Lord the Merciful, from the 
tongue of celebration of this Arabian Youth . . . ’ the 
son of Ali the Arabian.” 

Journal of the Royal /lsafa/ic Society, 18H0, page 90H. 

Not only is the Arabiuti Youth one of the 
names of the Bab, but it also symbolises the 
Spirit of the Bahai Religion. For the inception 
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of religion, in whatever age it j 8 
analogous to youth and springtime «« 

we folW the effete path of org„ n 
ngid dogmas we become “idle nU; an d 
religion and we miss completely thiTsn-! ° f 
' outh and it remains “lone and forlo.^"* ° f 
land of exile." rlorn *» Ihe 

This prophecy, therefore, refers to th„ 
bers of the Bahai organization. They\ 
idle claimants. For though they claim to I* 
representatives of the Bahai Religion they Z 

so only m words, while in policies they have been 
ami are, its bitterest enemy. 

My next step was to secure the services of the 
greatest handwriting expert I could obtain, and 
one whose integrity was above reproach. To 
Mr. Albert S. Osborne I finally went. But due 
to a number of reasons he would not undertake 
the task. \ot he was greatly interested, and 
very kind, and gave me valuable advice. He 
said that the document should be examined from 
three different angles: First, from the spiritual 
point of view. Does the alleged will agree with 
the teachings, and the intent, that the maker 
eld during his lifetime, or does it contradict 
t em? Secondly, from the literary point ofvi<?w. 
Is it written in the style of Abdul Baha? Thirdly, 
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from the scientific point of view—submit it to 
the scrutiny of the best handwriting experts 
lie also felt that the original document should 
be examined. As this 1 was in the Holy Land. 
Mr. Osborne suggested that I take the matter 
up with the British Analyst in Palestine. Rut 
on inquiry, I learned there was none then'. 1, 
therefore, wrote to the High Commissioner of 
Jerusalem, on December 3lst, 19*8. 1 thought 
that inasmuch as it was an international affair, 
which involved the collecting of money in every 
land, and part of this money was being paid to 
Shoghi Effendi. based on the powers granted in 
this alleged will, that he might undertake the 
examination of the document. 1 felt also that 
his conclusions and verdict would carry much 
more weight, than if I personally undertook the 
work. Furthermore, it was l>eyond my means to 
send experts to Palestine. The following is the 
reply to my letter: 

Tel address: "Hicoma, Je*c*alkm'‘ 

Any reply should be addressed to 
The Chief Secretaki, Goternmest Offices. 

JnmuKM. 

•ltd should quote No , . . 1232—29. 

Secretarial, Governmevt offices. Jehcsaler 

8th February, 19*® • 


Madam, ri __ 

I am directed to refer to your letter of the 5UI 
her regarding the WH1 of Sir Abdul Baba Abba* »d to 
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inform you that any information *k: , 

o^am must be obtained privately and tjV U» 

* *?J2 * ay #t T l ° r ** minr Uie Will vo u vr 
•d' tsed to employ an advocate in Palest i» ^ ** *HI 
The money order which •cconinani^l* 06 ' 
returned herewith. * your letter i* 

I am. Madam. 


^ our °Mient servant, 
(Signed) E. Mr». 

Mr,. H. Lawrence White, ^ ‘ ^ 

P. O. B. S79, Grand Central Station. 

New York City, U. S. A. 


I was greatly disappointed upon the receipt 
of this letter. I thereupon concluded that the 
>es! thing for me to do at present was to collect 
and correlate and publish the spiritual proofs 
that Mr. Osborne said the alleged will should be 
subjected to, and show that it contradicts the 
intents and purposes of its maker. Later the 
wav might open for the scientific examination 
of the document. AAith this end in view I wrote 
an appendix to my book, "Abdul Balia und the 
Promised Age," and published it in January, 
1929,. the substance of which was the same as 
that in this l>ook. More than ever do I fed 
convinced today that my course in publishing 
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this book is right. This conviction is strength 
ened by a very vivid dream. 


1 dreamed that Abdul, Balm had hidden a 
paper, or record, of the most transcendental 
importance. No one knew where to look for 
this record, or paper, but I surmised where 1 
could find it. Someone said to me, “You are 
very close to it.” I glanced behind me and saw 
a phonograph. I searched around inside of the 
machine and there was the paper, or record. I 
drew it out and everyone was terribly agitated 
at my discovery, and they wondered w hat Abdul 
Buha would do. Bye and bye, Abdul Baha came 
in and went over to the phonograph and began 
tapping it with his fingers, and then he discovered 
that the paper was gone. I knew that he knew 
that I had discovered the secret, and 1, too, 
wondered what he would do. A little later, 
someone came to take me to Abdul Baha. We 


walked along until we came to a great door, 
which was the door of the abode of x\bdul Baha. 
It swung slowly open, as if moved by some magic 
power, and there was displayed a room bathed 
in a brilliance transcending any earthly light- 
Those who stood on guard to Abdul Baha cairn* 
forward, and I said to myself: "Will they show 
hostility to me liecausc I found the i ,:l l H r ’ ° 
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record, which was for the benefit . 
erations?" To my joy they ffrr ^ ge„. 
I awoke. men <%. 

Ti.e symbolism of this dream becm , 
to me at once. Even- great m ,„ ? f n,( ' «l<*r 

phonographic records of his genius f Ie * v «* 
fit of future generations. Hidden in tl e 
>«*ery and records of the phonograph isS 
w hich enables us to know the »J ,1- P0WW 
of our great men. These record’s 
generations and enable n* i ** 1 ^ uture 

m; CS 

records of the teachings of Abdul Baha and of 
««hu o Hah arc the indubitable and incontest- 
able records of their teachings. These records 

fraudulent*** 1 * ,1 P T f U ‘ at the al,e P p<l «"'» « 
fraudulent as the phonographic record of a baa 

mger is proof that he is not a tenor. In other 

n°t s ’ , e ^ ac hings of BahaVJIah and of Abdul 
ia at they recorded during their lifetimes, 
Ux W I speaking and in writing, are what oonsti- 
fU CS Bahai Religion. 7'he alleged will and 
^.? lc,es its alleged successor, Shoghi 
' en i, contradicts all of these records and 
. ungs, aiul is therefore the greatest proof 
that it is fraudulent. 

® earc h through the written records of 
a o llah, and of Abdul Baba, I became con- 
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vinced that these written records do not agree 
with the alleged will nor with the policies of 
Shoghi Effendi and the‘leaders of the Bahai 
organization. My task therefore is to publish 
these facts so that they can no longer pose as 
the representative of the Bahai religion and 
garble that religion to suit their own ends. 
Although I know that the Bahai organization 
will die, even if I did not have the facts and 
figures before me, showing that it is dying, yet 
as long as the members continue to be active 
they turn all potential Bahais away from the 
Bahai Religion. For years their activities have 
been a source of grief to many people. Not only 
have the best types left the Bahai organization 
since the advent of Shoghi Effendi, but all the 
universally minded people, who are the real 
Bahais, are repelled from further interest in the 
Cause by the narrow inverted teachings that 
the leaders of the Bahai organization are pre¬ 
senting to the world: 

Mrs. Mary Kumsey Movius said to me in 
substance: 

“My one great concern is how I can give the Bahai 
Message to people, and yet shield them from coming u 
contact with the members of the Bahai orgamsat 
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For one contact with them, or a H»k • 

would low iulow,! entirely in (ho Uw» 

This expresses the thought <>f ». . 

people, as «eil as niv own. Lik • drp<ls of 
1 had taken the attitude that «il "titers 

(test method of transcending minle"** " ' S B>e 
lions But one day it came fcoia, tolc”* 01 *" 
forcibly that the Story „f the Good s' Very 
has a thousand different applications' 

stranger Jvinrr hv th . ., wounded 

other side C ’ PaSSe<J b - v th e 

jjj 1, W,W ' ' he WOr,d * «ver so much 

STSfi Yet , ?? New Wt. or Hedo„ g 
tliL nnf ®- ,>UOrea lhe “"Pleasant 

todav Ti * e * ,s . nini P anf ,n every sect and cult 
one u4 ,J> a [. tl V K e> u ^i^ e it is a praiseworthy 

fault tn to ** ,e goring of personal 

faul, in others, yet another aspect of it is a 

Wh -*1 J ° a ki° D |° ^ ,e ^ aw the Good Samaritan. 

we Ini U \ ' ! nk , ° Ur aT,( i ignore conditions 

on o ><* harmful to mankind, all because 
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a group of people sanction it. we aie the woro 
kind of Levites. e worsl 

The Bahai Heligiou is the wounded str„„.,,, r 
that has fallen among the thieves of self-interest 
and love of leadership, and narrow sectarianism’ 
and hundreds of Bahais though they know that 
something is wrong, have, like the Levite. passed 
by on the other side of the street, too cowardly 
to take a stand against group interest. 

So while I am ubout it I shall try and make as 
clean a job of it as I can by including in the pub¬ 
lication of this book three documents that the 
Bahai organization, and Shoghi Effendi have 
suppressed. These three documents are: the 
Persian-Arabic script of the alleged will of Abdul 
Baha: its translation, * and “The Epistle to the 
Bahai World. The deciding factor that made 
me conclude to publish these documents, especi¬ 
ally the alleged will of Abdul Baha. was that 
one day I chanced upon a history of the Dreyfus 
case. I re-read things I had forgotten, i.e., that 
after Captain Dreyfus had spent years on Deni's 
Island the document which had convicted him 
was made public. Thereupon the handwriting 


’The loader* of the Bahai oganixatkon have pablithrd part 
of the alleged will in “The Uahal World’ r l»2«-l!>28. Bat per- 
•uing their usual ta«*tin» they have fatled to «ac typ^aphleal 
•igo» to ahow that material wm omitted. 
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* to 

experts had an opportunity to examine ik! a 
ment which had been so long SUDDrp , 

result was that it was indubitably arm , Tbe 
several of them that the document was „ t by 
and Captain Dreyfus was set free. After 

th !f 1 /* 11 J hat n if the Photographs of the aile^j 
will of Abdul Baba were published, then sen 
or later experts and scholars might do’for the' 
Bahai Religion that which had been done for 
the Dreyfus case. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Early Fa milt History—Bihaou.au Statm m Lawr-i-Auda* 
Power of Bahai Cavrb to Ve-vt nr Horae or Jtwna:— 
Mohammed Ali Forded Writixu^ op Raba‘o'm.ab ixOrpsh 
to Gain Control or Bahai Religion. Complcte Rlpsitt 
op 'Tm; Efiatud to the Bau.u World." 

Before the reader turns to the English trans¬ 
lation of this document, I wish to recount some 
important facts, which will throw light on it. 

BahaVllah died in 189S. He was survived 
by four sons and a daughter, as follows: 

Abdul Buha, Bahiah Khanum, Mohammed 
Ali, Ziah Ullah and Badi Ullah. The last three 
are half-brothers of the first two. In his will 
BahaVllah appointed his eldest son, Abdul Baha 
his successor. But. he said that he appointed him 
only because God had appointed him. That is, 
his station did uot depend upon appointment. 
For BahaVllah plainly showed again and again 
that he considered Abdul Baha greater than 
himself. When Abdul Baha was still a young 
man in his twenties, Baha o Hah called im. 
"His Highness the Master," and "The >l.vst«? 
of God.” lie also wrote to Abdul Bah#. « _ 

he was on a visit to Bey rout, Syria, t a 
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would help him to attain again tn ik 
Ahdul Balia. Of himself Abdul Balia ° f 

“Haiin o'llali is the root, I am the Branch n 
the tree does not bear fruit. The fruit J. t ' , root of 
branches/* ,s foun <l upon the 

Star of the West,, October 16 , 1011. page n 

According to Mi™ Abdul Fa Z |, BahaVlUH 
in his will 8pec ified that after Abdul Baha the 
successor-ship was to pass to Mohammed' J 

Hnl’n Th ! !/° 0ept 7 l the slati °" ° f Abdul 
Halia. This be did not do, but on the contrary 

r r./f meuDS *° undermine the influence of 

Abdul Balm. 

In The Star of the ff ml, December 12, 1917 
Mirzu Abdul Fail states: 

“The Manifestation (BohaVlUb) wrote the Kitnb- 
Ah d U« years before his departure, in which he said: 

1 he Oue-whom-Ood-hath-dioncii is the Greatest Branch, 

r« ^ im U have chosen El-Akbar 

“ f,, r LI-A ea rn (El-Akbar-Mohammed Ali) . . Why 

* * e Mwifrstatioa knowing all things choose Mulmm- 
,n .'| * after Abdul Balm" the only proof which 

n '* kr u " understand this question is this, that God. 
*i<ori mg t<> His law, wilt never pronounce any judg¬ 
ment or condemn anybody before one shows his dis- 
! ^ ,cncp * n '^ oommits the crime for which he is to he 
ju» get . . . . so also, the Manifestation chose the 
‘ramhes ami declared they would lie the best of |wopk 
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if they continued to be under the shadow of the Tree. 

In sev eral tablets he said: 'Any one of the branches wUo 
departs from the shadow of the Tree, will he rut off.' 
Besides there is a special Tablet which was revealed by 
the Manifestation to Mohammed-Ali, in which he says: 
‘Shouldst thou deviate from the right path for an in¬ 
stant, thou shalt be cut off/ ” 

F ram notea of M ra. Sarah tier ran at Area, in 1000. 

BnhaVllnh showed that after the appoint¬ 
ment of these two sons, there were to be no more 
successors. As Mohammed Ali lost his right 
to succession, it therefore ended with Abdul 
Baha. Taxes and inheritances were to be paid 
and left to the Houses of Justice. This is shown 
in the following translation from the Lawh-i- 
Akdas, of BahaVllah, by Professor Edward G. 
Browne in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic 
Society , 1889; pages 918. 919: 

"Provision is made for the disposal of endowments 
(Wttkf) in the event of Bob ism becoming the dominant 
religion in any country, the control over these belonging 
to Rcha (BahaVllah) so long as be lives, then to hi» 
sons (Aghsan) and then to the House of Justice. 

I have in my possession three photostat copies 
of Tin- Uwh-i-Akdas by B»h»VlUh or TV 
Kital>-i-Ai|das as it is also eaUed. I h [> ] 
contains the complete Law* of Baln» «> at. 

121 





THh BAHAI RELIGION AND 

Two of these were former]v owned i .. 
Professor E. G. Browne. ' Upon 
bequeathed one to the Cambridge UnhL he 
and the other to the British Muse„ m "-V’ 
third is a photostat copy which I obtained r 
the Libras of Congress at Washington 
is a copy of the St .Petersburg edition. ’ The 
parts pertaining to The House of Justice. a„d 
ivakfs. and endowments. I had translated i„ 
all three editions. In none of these editions 
does it even hint that there is to he a continual 
line of successors. On the contrary BahaVllah 
very definitely states in all three of these edi¬ 
tions that after his branches the power of the 
Bahai Cause is to vest in the House of Justice, 
and endowments, and wakfs are to be paid to 
the House oi Justice. The following is an ex¬ 
tract which appears in all three editions: 

The wakfs (pious endowments), which are predestined 
for the good deeds, belong to God who sent down the 
A vats (holy verses). Nobody may spend them (the 
wakfs) without the permission of the Rise of Revelation 
(the Prophet, BahaVllah). After him the decision 
belongs to the Branches (Aghsuns*), and after them to 
the House of Justice, if the order about it is executed 

•The eon$ here referred to are Abdul Haha and Mohammed 1 All, 
^cording to the quotations from “The Star of the West. Pag* 
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(if this institution is established) in that country, b 
order that they (the wakfs) will he spent for the in¬ 
stitutions erected for this Cause ifaith) and according 
to the orders of the Strong, the Powerful (God). Other- 
wise it (the wakf) belongs to the people of Buhiu 


Despite these clear and definite statements, 
the alleged will not only contradicts this law 
of Baha’o’llah, but also everything that Abdul 
Bnhu himself said concerning this matter. In 
the alleged will, Sltoghi Effendi, his great grand¬ 
son, has taken the place and the power that 
both BahaVllah and Abdul Bnha said was to 
vest in the House of Justice. 

BahaVllah also made many clear and definite 
statements that if Mohammed Ali did not 
accept the appointment of Abdul Baha that he 
was to lose his right of succession. And he did 
lose it on account of the following facts: Moham¬ 


med Ali, who had always been the bitter enemy 
of AIhIiiI Baha. Iieeanie so infuriated at the 
appointment of Abdul Baha, that when Baha- 
o'llah died he interpolated an epistle of Baha o - 
llah in order to nullify the influence of Abdul 
Baha. This interpolation was made public by 
Badi Ullah in a pamphlet called "An Epi* 


.1 • «1 


*Heo |iiigr« 129 to 1^3. 
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that he had witnessed 

PolaHon. After this public AB « in, e , 

ctcTn a' [ 'I M ° hamn ^ All IS 1 ! ' he U "<* 
ci^csi nas broken. But in all the v , Ve 

intervened since 189*. Mohammid hav * 

SS, worting to - 

lifetime „f a"I| duri °« «* 

of the Bahai Religion, isn't it a m.tumUar'* 1 
that he may have done the same . f ° rt ‘ I,Ce 

.f- “-i 

^ “•*»*» of it inlnl!k!;:\vUh h o lh h eT 

"V,l' r ” Ue v? t ’ knmvin « U>*t he could not 

Lforlirr, ,e tned lo claim th o wece®- 

if,if ,f Khi J ; ffcndi ' Kor * he had no tow 
n,, then the spoils „f the tax that was lo be paid 

'he successor, according to the commands 
issued m the alleged will, would not be fortb- 
eoinmg J nerefore, the family of Abdul Balia 
ii (>uJd have been impoverished. The question 
miturully m a y here arise: “Why should Moham- 
nict lia\c permitted, or perhaps interpolated 
im.se , the clause of the appointment into a 
document of about nine thousand words, which 
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condemned MohamnipH At; ».l 

Of a few lines would lmv n sneered j « « Jj 

The reason ,, .hat , n interpoUtJ 

.n a long aulhenUc document might not VZ 

easily suspected. And this Ls exactly what Z 

did to the writings of BahaVUah. Kurlhermo^ 

FBemii if ^ 

Elfemli rf he pn-tenee „f enmity between the 
family of Abdul Balia and Mohammed Ali were 
»o continue. They all loved organisation and 
they all knew that unless they agreed upon a 
successor there would be no power and wealth 
for any of the family. They knew that Moham¬ 
med Ali, by his own acts, hail lost forever the 
chance of gaining a following, even if he succeed¬ 
ed in establishing a claim. He also knew that 
he would have no following, and no tax would 
accrue to any of them. Therefore, they may 
have mutually agreed that if Mohammed Ali 
would not dispute the appointment of Shughi 
Etfendi they would all share in the tnx the suc¬ 
cessor would claim. Rather than to let the 
power and money go out of the family they all 
agreed to this plot, and ail now share in the tax, 
which contrary to both BahaVIlah's and Abdul 
Balm's statements, is paid to Shoghi Effendi. 
VN hen I say all the family, I do not lielieve that 
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the wife or the sister of Abdul Baha H 
into this plot, and they in all sincerity 
the will to be authentic. There may be a f** 
of the other women of the household who hi 
have not entered into this plot. But I belief 
that some of the brother-in-laws, and Moham* 
mwl Ali are the instigators, and the others came 
in later. 

To make the claim of Shoghi Effendi appear 
stronger it was further arranged that Mohammed 
Ali was to put in a slight protest and pretend 
to claim the succession for himself. This he 
did. but the very fact that he did not insist upon 
the alleged will being put to the test of hand¬ 
writing experts indicates collusion. 

But the most overwhelming proof that Shoghi 
Effendi and Mohammed Ali are in collusion is 
this: The National Spiritual Assembly, at the 
dictates of Shoghi Effendi, published in The 
Bahai World a list of Bahai literature alleging 
to include every known writing for and against 
the Bahai Cause. This list includes a book 
“Bahaism and Its Claims” by the Rev. R. G. 
Wilson which is a most scurrilous attack on 
Abdul Baha. Furthermore, a great deal of the 
misinformation in this book was received through 
Mohammed All’s follower, I. G. Kiieiralla. 


ENEMY THE BAHAI ORGANIZATION 

the Bahai organization, while alleging to print 
everything for and against the Bahai Cause, 
deliberately omitted from the list the book 
which showed Mohammed Ali to be a forger. 
That is, they did not include “The Epistle to 
the Bahai World,” in which Badi Ullah con¬ 
fessed that he was present and had witnessed 
Mohammed Alis interpolation of a Tablet of 
BahaVllah, in order to discredit Abdul Baha. 

As this important book has been suppressed 
by the Bahai organization, and as they will 
undoubtedly do what they can to make it com¬ 
pletely lost to posterity, I herewith reprint this 
book complete for the benefit of the historians 
of the future. It is a reprint of photostats I 
had made from the copy in the Oriental Room 
of the New York public Library, at Fifth Avenue 
and 4*2d Street. 
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Translator’s Preface 


A few days ago the following command was - - 

in the Messed handwriting of Abd^l-Baha >t 
of the Covenant of God: ’ 

“O Ameen Farced! 

"Translate the epistle of Mina Ilndi I'llah » n A 
print and publish it. *°° 0 

(Signed) AnniL-BAH A Abbas." 

For the enlightenment of the Bahai friends j n ,h 
English speaking lands, this humble translator will 
what follows: 

After the ascension of the Heavenly Father (Baha- 
ru.AH' Glory be to Him! — when the Book of His 
Covenant Itecaine known among the Bahais, all who were 
faithful obeyed His will and turned to Audul-Baha* the 
Center of His Covenant, for guidance in the Kingdom 
of Amu. Mirra Mohammed Ali disobeyed the com¬ 
mand of the Father, and the author of this booklet, Mirra 
Bndi I Halt. sided with him. About four year* ago 
Mirra Badi l Hah returned to the Ceuter of the Cove¬ 
nant (Aboul-Baha) and published, on February 4th. 
1903, a confession W’hich will be cited as an introduction 
to his epistle. 

I his epistle was written by him to set forth the rea¬ 
sons for his ‘return” and to inform the sincere seekers 
after the Truth concerning the attitude, the conduct 
and the actions of Mirza Mohammed Ali. The original 
Persian manuscript of the author, with his seal upon it* 
is preserved in Egypt, where the booklet has been 
printed and published throughout the Orient. 

Ameen Ullah Fareed, M. D- 
Chicago. Illinois. August *7, 1907. 

180 


Translation of the Confession 

Written and Signed 

»T 

BADI CL I.AH 


HE IS EL-ABHi! 

Praise be to God the Unique, the Incomparable, who 
ha« aided and assisted me through llis great bounty and 
absolute mercy while in this great and glorious prison 
iu this holy nnd luminous land! He has revealed and 
manifested to tue the reality of that which had long 
since been hidden. He has helped me to grasp the firm 
support of His Covenant nnd Testament, nnd has 
strengthened me to become firm and steadfast under the 
protection of the standard of the Blessed Perfection. 
Exalted is His Name! Majesty and glory’ be to Him! 

O ye beloved of God. who have turned unto the hori- 
xon of the Kingdom of God! Know that this servant 
while writing this brief confession, testifies with heart 
and tongue that all that has occurred, since the depar¬ 
ture of the Adored One (BaixaVixaii), through the 
Nakazeen, has been a violation of the Covenant, a trans¬ 
gression of the Testament of the Almighty God. an op¬ 
position to the texts of the Books of the Conclusive 
Proof" and a contradiction of the absolute will of the 
Lord of Lords. 

The intentions and intrigues of the violators u * 
kazern) were concealed from this servant until the P° w 
erful hand of God rent the veils asunder and removed 
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the coverings. That which was misunderstood 
apprehended by me is now dear and manifest 
has caused me to turn my face to the appoint J T 
AbduitBaha May the life of „H t . x ;* tt ! nl . **{**• 

sacrifice to Him!—and to be sheltered under the*f ? * 
of the Divine Covenant. Now—Praise be to GtKlf-a" 
servant is severed and detached from all else save ir 
and is united with and following Him. * Mn 

I hope the friend, of God will pray and supplic, 
God to aunt nip that I may render Him an acre,.table 


aemce and may God-Glory to Hi, Narael-aarf,, the 
others, as He has assisted me, to return unto His Cm- 
count and Testament, forsaking enmity and hatred that 
tlt< > might l>e delivered from their great abasement and 
l»e sheltered under the shadow of the Holy Tree. But 
alas! they are hindered by their designs and prevented 
by their egotism. 

O beloved of God!—May the Glory of God. El- 
Abha, hi' upon you!—It behooves all of us os servants 
to speak with one accord in the Cause of God, saying. 

we believe, we confess, and we are firm in Thy Cov¬ 
enant. 


In brief, this servant has understood their inten- 
and realized that their only thought is contradic- 
• ion and their only purpose is to confuse and mislead 
tljr nrak ones, and to confound the simple minded. 
Therefor®, I have entirely turned away from them and 
ia\< taken firm hold upon the Covenant of God. I have 
or^aken the left hand" of error and sought “the right 
hand" of perfect assurance. 


enemy the bahai organization 

‘ When the Sea of Meeting sink* and the IW- , 
Origin i. achieved to the end. turn your unto Hi™ 
whom God b.th willed. He. who I, br.„rhed frou." h ” 
Pre-exwtent Root. * ™ 

“By this verse is intended the Greatest Branch Th«. 
have We revealed the command as a grace from Our 
presence, and I am the Gracious, the Beneficent - 

I supplicate God to aid me to manifest such firmness 
as will amaze the minds, and I humbly beseech Him to 
awaken the others also and to forgive their si as. For 
the favors of God and the compassion of the Center of 

the Covenant are boundless. "Verily, this Is not difficult 
with God." 

Mirza Agha Jan wrote something before his death 
Now the Nakazecn have recently added certain parages 
to it, have interpolated it and are intending to publish 
that spurious copy. Let it be known that even Mir/, a 
Agha Jan, in his last days, having learned their designs, 
repeuted and endeavored to return to the Covenant. 
Now they have lately written a false writing in his name, 
which bears many signatures. Note ye that we (those 
who have returned to Abihtl-Baiia) do not sanction 
and are quit of the contents thereof. 

I raise and glory be upon ye and upon those who 
love ye for the soke of God and listen to your words in 
the Cause of God. 

I pon ye be greeting and praise. 

(Signed) Badi Ullah. 

*Th»* paragraph and the one following are quoted from the 
»ord« of Bahama ’flak. 
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HE 18 EL-ABBA! (THE MOST GLORIOUS!) 

(> ye assisted hosts of Abha, who are turning unto 
the Horizon of the Covenant of the Lord of the King¬ 
dom! 

Praise be to God! The banners of the Cause of God 
nr*.* waving in the center of the world, and the holy 
hearts of those who are firm and steadfast are attracted 
and happy. The fragrance of the Supreme Word « 
diffused throughout all regions and climes and the lights 
of the Sun of Reality arc shining in all countries. 
Through the confirmed power of the Center of the Cov¬ 
enant, who is inspired by God, the life-refreshing proc¬ 
lamation of faith is being heard from the Occident; the 
heart-attracting vofce of certainty is raised from the 
Orient; the people of the North commemorate the most 
wonderful Name of Abha, and the people of the South 
arc made happy by the praise and glory of the Supreme 
Lord. 

The universe is perfumed through the scented 
fragrance of the Covenant, and the essences of existence 
are enlightened through the radiance of the Sun of the 
horizons. The Lamp of the Cause of God is clear and 
shining in the world, and the light of His Will is bright 
and gleaming in the assemblages of the people. The 
boundless Bounties are enveloping the world, and the 
Mercy of God is extended to all regions. The Power of 
the Lord of Glory is become manifest in the temple of 
"Him who is branched from the Ancient Root* 

*Tbr Greatest Branch, Asocl-Baba Aubas — Tmad»- tu 
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the Divine favors are shown forth thr™. l 
B eing of the Chosen One. f ° Ugh th * Roly 

It is the time for joy and happiness. I t .. 
of ecstasy and gladness. It is the dav of zpj. 1 f ,H,riotl 
tion. The Expounder of the B tK >k of the Urd^ofT^* 
“ present, and the light of the Promulgator 
Cause of Cod is radiant from the horizon of the xw u 
The table of happiness is spread; the means of j ov 
gladness prepared; the eternal blessings are surround 


In these days it behooves these Servants to strengthen 
the loins of endeavor in the utmost of unity, eoneord 
love and accord, and win the goal of eternal hapnines* 
We should follow the Path of the Covenant, bear unto 
the souls the glad tidings of the Kingdom, and guide 
them to the shade of the blessed Tree of God, the Sadrat 
el-Montaha. We should all abide under the canopy of 
the Testament, and, if need be, sacrifice possessions and 
life in the path of the Supreme One. We should dose 
our eyes to the world and its belongings, and with our 
powers both latent and manifest we should promulgate 
the W ord and spread the Cause. Thus may we lie ac¬ 
counted as the people of faithfulness in the Supreme 
Kingdom and Glorious Horizon. 

With smiling faces, free minds, attracted hearts and 
pure souls may we approach the Holy Threshold ai><l 
become blessed with His good pleasure. May we ** 
loud and cheerful voices proclaim the glad tiding** * n 
bless the hearing of those who are far and near 
the blessed Word— Alla,h-o-A bha! 
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The intention of this servant of the sublime TW* 
hold in writing this paper is to ducidate briefly that which 
has occurred in these days and in those of the past. 
to reveal to the pure minds of the beloved of God that 
which will tend to make them confident mui aasuied 
Thus they may remain firm in the Covenant and be pi^ 
teeted from breaking it. They may look forward to the 
Utterances of the Supreme Pen. and with all power, 
endeavor, firmness and constancy, observe this blessed 
verse: 

“When the Ocean of Meeting sinks and the Rook 
of Origin is achieved to the end, turn unto Him who is 
chosen by God, who is branched from this Pre-existent 
Root” (i. e„ after the departure of BahaVllah. all 
Bahais must look to Abdul-BaHA for heavenly guid¬ 
ance). 

O ye friends of God?—May my spirit be a sacrifice 
for your love!—This servant had the intention some 
time ago to bring ubout that which would take away dis¬ 
sension and replace it with love and unity. Thus hatred 
and jealousy, which are contrary’ to the Divine Ijiw, 
might be effaced that all may abandon the people of the 
“left,’* the violators of the Covenant, and unite with 
those of the “right” who ore firm to the Center of the 
Covennnt. So the unpleasant odor of this dissension, 
which was the cause of dispersing the people, disturb¬ 
ing the minds and saddening the hearts, might 'l***P* 
pear, and the fragrance of love and harmony I> re ' 111 * 
That, through the decisive command of the I®^*™***„ 
of God, and turning to “Him whom God hath * 
the sun of unity may dawn from the horiwn-* 
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hearts, the Supreme Collective Word 1 
the oppression of discord, the table oM.T <r " Nl ff om 
the name of religion) he rolled as a sen,It V’''** 1 '» 

of the blessed verse: “Make not th,. llw >»» 

the cause of disorder-the cause of unitv'n'’' °* " rdtr 
discord"—dawn and enlighten the eyes C “ u * < ‘ of 

That which prompted the intention was „ , „ 
Previous to the late imprisonment there appear!. 1'”' 
tions and conduct by Mirra Mohammed Vli J * c ' 
diametrically opposed to trustworthin^t^ 
of religion And the communds of God Thw Pm 
awaited opportunity in order to investigate certain^! 
ters winch they had attributed to His Holiness Anon, 
Bara—M ay my life be a sacrifice for His beloved! Thus 
truth might become distinguished from falsity, and t h e 
real intentions of Mirza Mohammed Ali become evident. 
Opportunity did not afford until in this prison, which in 
reality is as paradise to me, my desires were fulfilled 
and God directed uie to my object. 

One day I attained the honor of visiting His Holi* 
ness, “Him whom God hath willed. “ (Abdcl-Baha) 
and heard from His blessed tongue all that which proved 
the untruth of the statements made regarding Him (by 
the Nakazeen). Later, I directed my steps to the house 
and conversed with Mirza Mohammed All. and \y\ezde 
with him to forsake all personalities and to follow « at 
he is commanded, hoping that he might cease 
the Cause of God and disturbing His believers, 
more I pleaded with him, the more he refuse an ^ 
prouder he appeared. He said nothing save ^ or 
expressions indicative of hatred, jealousy an 
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against the confirmed Center of the Covenant It 
further tried to conceal the matter from thus* conmv.M 
with him and from outriders, and to throw 
whereby my object might remain hidden. 

Having observed these actions, behaviors, w.mi. M( j 
deeds, this servant utterly despaired and closed his 
to him. After the lapse of some time I discovered that 
he had composed untrue statements, and by hints and 
symbolic writing endeavored to keep the people igno¬ 
rant of his intentions, and claimed that lie was oppressed 
and persecuted, while the fact was that day and night 
he remained at home and was engaged in rurring and 
execrating the Center of the Covenant. He has written 
an announcement, wherein he made statement* of his 
being wronged and his holding to the law. For the 
purpose of coating suspicions, he has written certain ex¬ 
pressions, all of which are void of truth and far from 
the reality. 

Since brevity must be considered. 1 shall write the 
full details of his announcement and his pa* or*, which 
he is yet engaged in writing, at a future time. After 
a while these falsities and bad conditions attained such 
magnitude that I was compelled to resolve to ask the 
Government to transfer me from this prison to that of 
Kodos, so that I might be free from hearing that which 
harmed me physically and spiritually. Thus I wrote a 
petition to the Porte at Constantinople, and also a formal 
application to the Vilayet, but when I met the Center of 
the Covenant, His advice changed my derirr 

In those days the Honorable Haji Mina Ha*an 
Khorassani—Upon him be the Glory of God! im1 
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an<l visited the Holy Threshold. H e 
several times and a.sked him to go on^ thl * ***** 
Mima Mohammed Ali and advise him t, m0re an,i ** 
Center of the Covenant, hoping that ho' I ^ t , Urn to die 
love of God's Cause and **£?&?**' «W 

lose sight of personality and follow that xvl tiT*?****' 
manded. He said that, should Mohammed Adi* 8 ^ 
the object would lie attained; otherwise this 
should announce his own return to His Holm/ f rVanl 
Baiia May my life be a sacrifice to Him* Kn^ 
ing as I did his personal feelings, enmity and jealou/ 
1 thought my effort would prove fruitless. However I 
investigated the matter and heard the same statements 
and old ideas. Therefore, I severed myself entirely from 
him and published the announcement* of my return. 
Thus I joined with His Holiness Abdul-Baha and cut 
myself from ail else save Ilim. 

Later, one day, in company with His Holiness, the 
blessed twig, Haji Mina Seyyid Ali—Upon him lie 
Baha u’LLAH-el-ABHA!—I met Mirza Mohammed Ati 
and performed that which was my religious duty and 
due to love. I besought him to unite with me nnd attain 
the great blessing. Hearing useless words, which re¬ 
ferred to nothing but personality, I arose and went di¬ 
rectly to the household of Abdul-Baha. According to 
his old rule and custom, Mohammed Ali wrote a paper 
in behalf of the few’ who have turned away from tb e 
Center of the Covenant and addressed it to the twig 
(Afnan H. M. Seyyid Ali) in order to mix statements, 
disturb the minds and throw suspicions upon the 

•The Confession to be found nt the beginning of tbi* 
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of the simple, he requested a meeting with u*. p,^ 

|y, I sent a message that we were always ready Xt 
ever or wherever it might he. to manifest the iord of 
Truth nnd disprove that which is far from it 

His Honor Afnan (*. e., tiaji Seyyid Ali) conveyed 
the message to him (Mohammed Ali). He held to other 
pretexts* and prepared another form of suspicion, which 
he endeavored to instill into the minds by his peculiar 
ways. Whatever he says or writes, or whatever he 
spreads, results in naught hut manifest loss. 

To awaken and inform the beloved of God. it is 
necessary to write concerning some of the pretext* 
which have been used by them {the Xakaxeen> and 
thereby they have raised the ery of being wronged. Thus 
may the truth of the matter lie clearly demonstrated to 
the pure minds. 

One of the questions is that of stealing the traces 
and interpolating the verses (the writings of Baiia- 
Vllah) and also that of concealing certain command¬ 
ments from the beloved of God. This they have done 
in effort to prove their having been wronged and the 
difficulties which prevent their turning to (or acknowl- 
edging) the Center of the Covenant. They mourn and 
lament their state, although all that has been said of 
them by some souls is truth itself and the facts of the 
matter. 

Now this servant will forget all he ha* heard from 
other souls concerning the matter and will only write 
that which he has seen with his own eyes and heard 
from their own tongues (i. r., of Mohammed Ali and 
his followers). Thus may tbe truth of the mutter be 
clear to all. 
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° y* W©wd of Godt TK» , 
tracts (writing!) j, „ follow. of „ 

tW illnn, of tho wor.hipn -,1 r *** "" <i.J. ! 

>'U-tH) Uw illnew. which precede,]"!| nt4(1,> <»ah! 
••ne .toy H, .uromoned thi. .I? 1 ’*'**"*- 

*° '"“J th ® >« , y« of Hi, hie , ” '”'»<* «n.| 

. whK-h were in Hi, room. !„^ *»■! 

oek, .houM be renewed. According t„ ^ """ ,h * 

" ,l * *® n '«nt rent for Mnh.w.__ i? 

renew the lock,, which he '"■<< kirn 

brought the lock, and helped to allix th* ''' Ril * 

pin.™. We lock,,I the door, and prewn.ed hLT."'""' 

Ion „ml He wud. "K«-|> them." lie aim ordJdtUt 
I be key to my own dep.u.itory in II1V 

and th,, wa, done Ukewim. during thorn bkmM dav.' 

“ Holme,, AoDOteBatu wa, mmmooed T 
I aha t LLaii) and was commanded by Him *„ gather 
together all Hu blessed writings find trails. This com- 
maiul (indicative of what was to couic) prtKhicrd such 
a feeling (in Amdcl-Baha) (bat his tears descended like 
unto rain, and. while his body was trembling ami hi# 
heart aching, he was obeying the command, gathering 
together the important manuscripts. He placed them 
ail in the two large trunks which had always held the 
important Tablets and writings, when Baha’c’ixah 
went to A oca, Haifa and Kass re. These had alway# 
been in the blessed room as a trust of His Holiness 
Aboul-Baiia, for they were given him by Baiia c llah* 
When the night of the great ordeal arrived, the >«*• 
of meeting sunk, the lamentation of the Supreme Con¬ 
course raised, the earthquake of the pillars of the bon* 
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cons occurred, and the radiant Sun of Beautv __ _ 

bind the veil* of Glory. It was ,h* ,j mc t [^ *T 

iOK ^ ,^ J M hro ^'»* 

were prepared for the We«H purpo**, when Mina mZ 
bammed Ah said: Now there will bt much water 

spilled in t his room. and. in order to prevent th**. triulk> 
l»ring affected by dampness, let me help vou carry them 
to another room " He had then deposited m th* room 
of thi* servant with the help of Mina Majduddin 

Three clays after this event Mirta Mohammed \)i 
•aid to me: ‘The Blessed Beauty (BaHaViXaM)- 
Esalted is Ilis station!—said *We have written soms- 
thing and it is in (Kir l)c|ioattory.‘ which I would like 
t° *ee. He took the keys from this servant for that 
purpose. Uter I saw that, through Mina Majdaddin, 
AU Ui*a, his sister, and the ra«dlirr of Mirea ShuaYllab. 
he (Mohammed All) carried the blessed trusts (the 
writings of Baiia VlXAtt) by way of the window and the 
gallery of the Bchji to his own place. Hr took away 
all the traces of the Supreme Ten and the special Tablets 
revealed for the beloved of God. When this servant re¬ 
proached him, and endeavored to reclaim them, he spoke 
so much that should I attempt to write it here, Masnari 
“becomes seventy pounds of paper*.” 

Among other things he said to me that the preserva¬ 
tion of the blessed writings was referred to him by a 
bleued command, that he possessed a Tablet from the 
Supreme Ten to that effect. He did not even allow this 
servant to read the writings. By various mean® hi* 
endeavored to insinuate to this servant that Hi.* Holi- 

*Ab expression meauiug that the *at**r is vshaaia 
ous.—Traaslator. 
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ness the Greatest Branch was aeainst . 1 . 

that if the blessed writings fell into his | "„, '? sed '-as, 

be effaced and no name of tbe Blessed n! ‘'• V w »»ld 
remain in the world. <*auty would 

Another question concerns the intA» i • 
a. follows: For a long time, by mean/!? “.'.“"V U •• 
bmts. symbols and signs, he gave me to 
be possessed a Tablet from the Supreme Pen d lh,t 
His Holiness Abdup-Baha, which, he said iftTfclS* 
reveal, the name of Auppp-Baha would £ ^ 
spoke of thui on numerous occasions to some membersof 
the family Some time elapsed, during which some soul, 
inquired of me concerning the Tablet m question, smj I 
asked him for it, but every time he offered me an e* 
cuse and sought a pretext to avoid it. Finally, prior to 
the imprisonment in the most great prison of Amu, one 
day he took out of a drawer a blessed Tablet from the 
Supreme Pen, whereiu were mentioned the deeds, the 
actions, the oppression and opposition of Mirra Vahyab 
(Subh-i-Ezel), mentioning him often as "My brother." 
which he gave to me to read. I read it and remarked: 
"This has no connection with these days." (It refers to 
the former days.) He said: "I have permission from 
the Blessed Beauty (Baiia’o'llah) to use my pen in 
the blessed writings (interpolate) for the protection of 
t he ( a Use. Now, since some souls have exaggerated 
(the station of Abdcl-IUiia) and the Master claim* 
Divinity, I will erase the word *My brother* and insert 
in its place ‘My Greatest Branch,* which I will “how to 
people in order to check his influence.” 
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I was entirely dazed, but *ud nothing to him. writ 
ing to see »f be really dared to do such a thing ’ v f‘ 
moments passed and I saw him take up the Tablet r *** 
"My brother" and replace it with "My Greatest Brand!'” 
Having seen this. I immediately said: “This deed is * 
great sin and a breach of trust. If you show this Tablet 
this servant will divulge the whole account, will point 
out the interpolation, and this will cause all the writings 
in your possession to be considered unreliable. Here- 
after whatsoever of the writings troeed by the Supreme 
Fen you may show me, I will not accept as authentic 
until I have carefully conqiared tbe manuscript with the 
original handwriting which is elsewhere preserved, and 
have examined the same with a magnifying glass.” 
I pon hearing these words he was very much disturbed, 
promised and made a covenant that he would not show 
the Tablet to any one. and. further he requested this 
servant not to reveal the matter. 

From that day this servaut entirely lost confidence 
in him and did not trust him in matters which concerned 
the Cause and the conscience. He continually sought 
opportunities for the investigation and scrutiny of the 
remaining questions which he (Mohammed All) bad 
discussed and insinuated since the departure of the 
Blessed Perfection. He first referred to the manuscripts 
complied by him (Mohammed Ali)* and discovered that 
all the verses revealed by Baha c'llaH concerning the 
people of Beyan and the souls who, subsequent to the 
martyrdom of His Holiness the Supreme (the Badi--j 
M ay the spirit of all else be a ransom to Hun-— h 
claimed Divinity, the station of Manifestation, the c ccree 
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tiik iiaiiai kelksiov vvk ^ 

4> AN I> ITS 

ol Succraaonhip, or thnt of Mirme 

l»^d and applied to the d*y» fojL , m *"* lr 4fl , 

the worshipped < ount manor (JJamaV, ^ a *° w **o* «f 

imnd< *n,l lun.lrr thr auul* (mtn t„r„, lo *‘ Tn «Hi n, 
c™,„ of «i„ cowuu,,,. „7h'. ^ 

"*• ,h * I 111 * n«wunt of fh«r mnllrr. n """“W to 
Ho.rvrr. to th« paw.***. 0 f *'[• U 

iHlittmoo, who orr inf.,r,nr,I of rv ,„. *** *»- 

of thr ..id vmn will , ut )„ r "•'lin* 

-iin* Sil*'tut -MKrra 

r fiLr** 00 of H “ "° du * A *w«»«pir , ht 

Salauut At thr tin* of Ir.vin, I r .|. .. 

thr”u!i 'll *°T <0f Uw of 

l^. f !i h .*n ^ I?" 1 *° UW •W’*". "« lto-1 ...old 

T ,n.' , < : Uta "^ '** •*' ni * hl ' —U move 

«l*r thr netting of thr Sun/ # rfr. 

.L IO »r S,M ? J l !" !hr in,,uir >' ot * I*™™ concerning 

hi* blessed I ablet. He has said: M Aa to what thoa 

ba*t asked concerning that whereof We informed the 
s^naoU at the time of leaving Irak, to irt/, that when 
the Sun disappears the birds of night will more, the 
standards of Sameri will lx* hoisted, sfe., verily. the 
birds of night did move in those days, and the Sameri 
did call, and blessed is he who knew and was of the 
knowing. Then We informed them of the goat. Verily, 
all We have told them appeared, and must have ap¬ 
peared. for thus did the Pen of Power and Glory reveal." 

itM.lVrisiutoJ U ldoUt, 7 as ni practiced sssosg the I** #I 
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Sow thi* bl«*MrtJ Tablet, which wu*i n 
goat. Sameri. and the birds of night thnmeh * ** 
animosity ami hatred they ^ttrftiute to 
are so thoughtless regarding the meann*** uj] ‘ ^ y 
of this wirt of transposition Ldcewise, the n mm 
Tablets and Writing, frereded by IW C wTT 
the promotion of the Word of God and the pr^LjZ 
of the f'ause of God* roneerniag the hanafuio^.. <4 
srnsions, divisions and disagreements, have all been ^ 
to promote their own selfish desires, and nvd 
for instilling enmity and hatred fta the miad^el*^ 
Audcl-UaMa. Notwithstanding tk|« i iL* 

selves of the people of faithfulness and Mrie thr-n«4»*i 
•Tnitarian./* 

A l.letsed Tahiti «•« shown to me by ti*A n rn> ^ 
Alij, which had no beginning or end. revealed by the 
Supreme Pen. He asked me to unite thr separate frig- 
merits and frame it—that k, to place them on a ^*"-*r *l 
and thus join the two fragments. Hr said TW two 
(fragments) are of one blessed Tablet, revealed on two 
pages. | his servant, considering the matter to eon- 
;•"* • projesrt, did not acquiesce in this work, and said 
I his servant will not interfere in these affairs If you 
wish to paste them, do it yourself.” Finding him urging 
•nd encouraging this servant to the work in a great dr- 
#ree, he was more rertain that the two fragments did 
tiot belong together, but that he wished them joined to 
*®«*t the meaning of the word '"Covenant" which oc¬ 
curred in them. Hr said: *T have spoken of this lo 
Agha Jamal and he has comineoded it This sen sat 
remarked that whoever wishes may commend this, hut 
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it will not induce me to interfere with nr 
or nit angle myself in |ik«- affair*. WhwIT,, 7* h 
appointed in till* servant lie made no f!!J u **"' ** 
tion Hoarding tlieae thing*. ,U!r 

As to the impriaonmeot (the | a »t ^ 
AuitvBaiu and His brothers to Area), it 
lows: A certain day he said, white in the' W 
OWhji). that HU Holiness AuouLBAHA-May the S 
of existence lie a sacrifice unto Him! -negotiated with 
Constantinople regarding the removal of the Blr**d 
Station (the sacred remains of BahaVllaii) to Jft. 
Carmel. In this matter, he said, we must make our 
plans. This servant having observed those actions from 
him and having decided not to interfere in such mutters, 
made no remark. 

However, he made arrangements to send Mint* 
Majduddin, with a present and a letter in Persian text, 
to Nazim Pasha, the (iovernor of Damascus, to seek his 
aid in this affair. After hearing of this arrangement, 
this servant remarked that the said Governor being a 
man of politics, if certain matters were communicated 
to him , he would doubtless convey the same in a petition 
to the Sultan and cause suspicion in the court, produemg 
harmful results, and thus bring calamity to all. 
servant, during the same days, conveyed thi» 

HU Honor, the twig a relative of the Bab;, Hap 
Seyyid Ali— Upon him lx* BahaVllah ^ 

withstanding all thU. he sent Mirza Maj u ’^ns 

presents, a letter and verbal suggestions an ’ *ml 

to Damascus. He met the said ^****?. ^vant i* 
according to hU own words spoken to 
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Haifa, all that he r«tj|d he told the Goten**, rmona 
ing the building on Mt. < urmrl (the Torn!* «(the H*.« 
the coming and going of the American friend* .n,] ,]>, 
gathering* and meeting* Acea. In order to Krt .jj 
this information, the Pasha showed him the utmo*t kind* 
ness and assured him of hi* help. 

Mirm Majduddin returned, and, only » ft-* 
later, a telegram, transmitted in symbolic code, from the 
Royal Porte (Constantinople) arrived, the purport of 
which wan the imprisonment of His Moline** Aimtv 
Baha, of this servant, and of them (Mohammed Ah, 
rt aL). As soon as I heard this news I told them that 
it was the fruit and the result of the trip of Mirra 
Majduddin. 

Although they have been the cause of this great mat* 
ter, yet every daythey arranged a new fiction and spread 
it here and abroad. Once they said a Christian gentle¬ 
man, among the friends of His Holiness Abiicl-Baha, 
who resides in Egypt, had spoken publicly of the Cause, 
in a church, without caution and wisdom, and this had 
caused the imprisonment. At another time they wiid that 
his Honor Mirxa Abul Fozl— t |M>n him be Baiia t - 
llah!— had composed a book and published it. and, 
this having fallen into the hands of the doctors of Amur 
(University) had caused tins misfortune. In shorty they 
have done ull they could, secretly and publicly lh«*\ 
scheme and God schemes. Nerily, God i* the 1*4 
schemer.” 

In those days a certain person came from ^ nU1 ^ *f*** 
to Aeea and told some of the souls nrmmtf t f *j ,J | 
that the cause of the imprisonment of w ' 
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m**cu*. Th« gtrang^Huifof Dv 
meat, Mi™ Mohammed Ali ?V p *" CT i ™Prt^ 

a.«ha for the purpo w „f his , , ' "' r lo \, 21 

l*T»on who transcribed the lo.trr ^ tT' *" U «£ 
pre-n, A™. Th „ wid ^ i. „ ow 

" * "° rd "Pb- to the first or , 0( ,, n d i ” 0 ' «• 

Now. o ye kelove<l of God! i . rllw - 

KI Ariia. is it possible for me to mO • Vour l*ni 
(Mohan, med Vli and his peopie) afteTST^ *«“ 
deeds and nct.ons which are opposed to the deciaV,^ 
of (..Hi and are gainst the honesty and inle([rilv « 
ognued amonp all sects and people, and alter |' 
learned the falsity of the things they attributed totbr 
< enter of the Covenant of God? Is it lawful, sccnlmr 
to any Divine law, for me to be connected with Mim 
Mohammed Ali? Xo. verily, by my Lord El-Awu! 
\ay. rather, to shun him is a lawful command and a 
wise and solid counsel. As He (Baha’c’llah) ha* 
said: “If ye sense any odor of jealousy and envy from 
any soul in the Cause of God. keep aloof from him." 
Is he who manifests such actions and deeds au en¬ 
emy or a friend, an interested or a disinterested person 
Notwithstanding all this, tins servant, in the spirit 
of supplication and humility, hopes and begs of God, the 
Almighty, to guide them unto the shade of the k*®*j*~ 
Word of the Covenant and Testament, to treat them vri 
absolute mercy and to aid and confirm them *“ 
which is befitting. Verily. He is the Near, t ic - ^ 

As to the ways by which they cast their 8U *P j Q . 
is necessary that they be outlined briefly* ,n ° 
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form and awaken the souls.* Thu* may no 01 * V* 
caught in the trap of the fmlytheisni of their doubt* nn d 
lifoontr deprived of the eternal blessing of God. The 
first thing they do is to appear roost ohedient to the 
Pi vine Laws and night and day engage themwlvr* in 
the writing of the verses to such a degree that the new¬ 
comer imagines that they are absolutely evanescent and 
absorbed entirely in servitude, haring no thought or pur¬ 
pose save the Blessed Cause and the Blessed Verses 
After a while they give vent to certain mentions nnd in¬ 
sinuations in order to hinder the listener from turning 
to the firm command of the Covenant of God. That is 
to say# they begin to interpret and misconstrue some 
of the verses, and some they interpolate and transpose 
with perfect delicacy, giving the one to understand they 
are wronged. They'convey all that which tends to instill 
enmity and hate in the new-comer’s heart against His 
Holiness, “Him whom God hath willed”- Amdvl-Baiia. 
Later they encourage him by various means to say evil 
things against Abdcl-Baha. and they, themselves, out¬ 
wardly voice the Verses of BaBaVuar. “The tongue 
is for the mention of good: stain it not with evil say¬ 
ings.** On the other hand, they make light of the im¬ 
portant command of “Turn your faces to Him whom 
God hath willed,** which is the greatest command of God. 
They give much importance to insignificant, pctt> 


matters. 

If the subject be correctly considered, after the as¬ 
cension of the Adored Countenance (Bahai U-au ' e 


•This refers to the way by which they try 
aund of a newcomer to them aid to 
Bah*-—M at inr life bt a *aeri#ei» to Him* 
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decisive command which hold. ik. 
porlanoc, which i, incumbent upon nil™ ol ^ 

*>orn-d Above. Second in i„, t . ' u M»e on.. * 

nmnds of the Hook of God *** °U*T«!!!’ 

M rc.nl. „f which will concern him " ,r *>««.“ 

the word of the Covenant of (...j ej h * <“«*<» 
Raha) a„d can*.. dUseneiod j n lh _ ' ol "'f *»<nx. 
harmful reault of i, will toneb he " f0 " d ' »* 
«t large). In this X L'T .T? < h “' 

existent and in evident loss 'n IP r ut , 11 r - v tern* 

“ . onc Word. Thi, i, ,|,e OncJ* 

Pr^ Xw“ e " , r'! Cd w n 7 n, *" y Tal,l, ' M '*>' * he Sll|irrtur 

..... ' lN *• *' ,mt " ord I* greater than the Word of 
Turn to* (Abdul-Haha)" after the ueetuion -and 
w ,rtt w »»n*«nd is greater than that? But. «W that 
»e finh motives nnd passionate desires have proved the 
greatest hindrance* to the divine, eternal happiness. 

I bay further give the newcomer to understand that 


Hi* Holiness Abdul-Baiia claims a station higher than 
that of the Ancient Beauty (Baha’it'llah)—M agnified 
is His Station!—that lie wishes to efface the ordinances 
and laws of the Blessed Perfection and to rule inde¬ 
pendently, establishing a new law and code. As » wit¬ 
ness to this matter they cite the saying of such soul* os 
are distant from His Holiness Abdul-Baica and who 
entertain extraordinary enmity and jealousy; likewise* 
they offer poems and certain pamphlets which contain 

•Tarn to Him who is chosen by God, who i» 
this Pre-existent Root By this rerae is intended the o 
Branch (Abdul Pahs). From the Kitub Alnli-—Tmn* ^ 
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sentiments differing from the true belief of the ( enter 
of the Covenant and the hopes of His Moline,# AnotrJ 
Baiia. Soon, through the power of the pm arui utter, 
ances of the (’enter of the Covenant, the horiwm of 
realities and meanings will become illumined and that 
which is the desire of the heart and life of Bis HoliniMi 
Ahihil-Baha —that is, absolute servitude at the Holv 
Threshold, will be established and proved. 

As to the dissension in the Cause, which is shaking 
the pillars of the Divine Law and causing conflagration 
of the lire of religious hatred and enmity, they consider 
it a religious duty—nay. the basis of the Holy Laws. If 
a person mention a word agreeing with the texts of the 
Books of G««l against dissension and concerning the 
necessity of unity, they consider him a polytheist and call 
Idm rejected and raise the voice of "where is the law'" 
Vet the Laws of (iod nil concern unity under one Word, 
and the original purpose of the Divine collective Mani¬ 
festation is for the solidarity of all sects and peoples of 
the world. 

In most of the Blessed Tablets this (mint has been 
explained and elucidated, as, for example, in one of the 
Tablets Baha’u’lLah says: “0 people of Baha! 
Strengthen the loins of endeavor, perchance religious 
strife and quarrel may be rrmoved and erased from 
among the people of the world. For the love of (»°d 
and His servants, arise to serve this Cause Religious 
animosity and hatred is a world-consuming lire and 
extinction thereof is most difficult unless the Ham! o 
Divine Power rescue the people from thi* awfu: orde 
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Likewise lie says: 

“In the Name of God, the Unique! (I 
world! After the removal of the veil . P *° ple ol U* 
fast to verses. We revealed verses 'l"'" People h 'M 
of proofs (evidences); We manifesto 'them.'™’', h " W 
rnn souls turned to commandments, and We and Wr ' 
the greatest proofs thereof. Whatever ,i r ? wl «' 
performed and whatever they wished was .T* 
purpose of all that was manifested was tha" 7l„ ^ 
might become ready for hearing thJ- < 
and that is this: oUhTTfe^fe "" rd ' 
religion of God a cause of enmitv If tlii W 7 'I ' 
in the world, a„ wil, find ttmlt,™^ 

r%. S *?'. VCn ' ly - by ,he “ fe God! the tenet of G«! 
luul Hu religion hath come for unity ami concord, not for 

I™!" a .. nd ^agreements. To thin bear, witness 

Book ; ami lhc P°°P^ Hear not! The glory 
eh is shining from the horizon of the Heaven of My 

tng om upon thee and upon them who have left 
superstitions, holding to the lights of eertunity.” 

- ov\ they have forsaken the.se firm commandment* 
&n or soliish motives they have held to the sayings of 
. w * nd that one, and are enkindling the fire of niiitno** 
»fy in the breasts and hearts. It is for this reason that 
aha t llaii says in the Book of the Covenant: “0 ye 
1 branches! In existence is hidden and latent u great 
power and a perfect strength. Turn to it and consider 
that which is conducive to its unity and not to that which 
,s ’ ,:s a PP Ar **nt disagreement.” Likewise, He says: 
servants! Do not make the means of order the means of 
rd * r * aD| J the cause of unity the cause of discord. 
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them to withhold vision from the Great Power and dire* 
it to the sayings of the souls; to make the cause ol or¬ 
der in the world that of dispersion: and to prefer per- 
sonal interests over the Divine Laws? Although they 
are in the utmost degree of jealousy and hatred, they 
consider themselves abiders by the Holy Law. By ail 
means they endeavor to extinguish the light «f the Di. 
vine Covenant, and consider the Testament of the Son 
of the world a toy for childreu. Night and day they 
work for the destruction of the edifice of the Supreme 
Word and the foundation of the Holy Cause of Arha. 
No, verily, by Him whose hand* hold the reins of the 
Cause! Bather it is meet and behooving that when 
they heard the verses of the Book of the Covenant they 
should have said: “Wc believe and are assured.*’ They 
should have considered themselves evanescent and ab¬ 
sorbed in the command of the Testament of God. They 
should have arisen with all power and strength in obedi- 
enee to His Holiness Ahucl-Baha and should have 
strengthened the loins of service among the people. But, 
alas! as the author of Masnavi says: “When jirrvmal 
interest appears, man’s accomplishments will be con¬ 
cealed and the veils of the heart will blind the eyes.” 

If persona! interests were to be forsaken by them, 
if they would turn to the Center of the Covenant of 
God und would perceive the power of Divine evident* 
which emanates from His tongue, they would *ee clearly 
lhat all that is not the mention of absolute servitude 
outside of His verbal commands and the writing* «f I '* 
pen. Although He is the Center of the Covenant ol tin 
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Bleaard Perfection, in the degree* of uttrr»i 
himself the servant of the beloved alGod****' ^ 
desire save the promulgation of the Word o^f f '** 
promotion of the Cause of God. the difft ’" J * *he 
fragrance* of God and the education of the so,'i ^ *** 
greatest proof of this is the boundless WTitin» 
pen Among them is an utterance which emanated fr Z 
His blessed tongue recently and copies of whirl 
gone to all regions. This will I* cited here i n 0 7* 
to manifest to all that outside of the mention of xerviUnT 
and the station of servitude, there is no other mention 
in that station: 


‘Through His Honor Agha Ghulam Ali—Upon him be 
BamaVllah! —to the beloved of God. 

(Upon them be Baha Vllah-c1-Abha!; 

he is god! 

“O my God! O my God! Thou knowest, verily, 
that ray heart is replete with the love of Thy Moved 
ones, m.v spirit is attached to the spirit of Tby chosen 
ones, my breast is dilated with the mention of Thy 
trustworthy ones, and my reality is attracted by the 
mention of Thy servants. The ecstasy of their love has 
taken such hold of me that Thou caused me to open 
my tongue in their praises. I pray Thee with my heart, 
my spirit and my tongue, and supplicate Thee to cau»e 
Thy heavenly table and merciful blessing to descend 
upon them, to lay upon them the Hem of Thy Garment, 
to till for them the chalice of Thy Grace, to cast upon 
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them the glance of Thy Merry, to .ubmergr thru, ta 
the seas of Thy Bounty, to specialist them w jh, ^ 
glory of Thy Bestowal, to choose them fur the pro**, 
tion of Thy Word, and to perfect for them Thy 
Thus may the lights of Thy Oneness shine in their 
hearts, the breeze of life pass through the garden of 
their minds by Thy bounty and generoaitr; the verses 
of Thv knowledge be imprinted upon the mirrors of 
their hearts; their eyes may become bright with the 
witness of the manifestations of Thy bounty; their 
tongues may utter Thy wonderful mysteries; their souls 
may he assured by the comprehension of Thy signs, and 
the bounties of Thy Names and Attributes may envelop 
them. 

“O Lord! O Lord! Aid them in Thy service, con¬ 
firm them in Thy servitude, make them the signs of Thy 
Oneness, the banners of Thy Glory, the trees of the 
garden of Thy Love, the words of the book of Thy 
Knowledge, the lamps of Thy Guidance, the stars of the 
horizon of Thy Bounty, the waves of the sea of Thy 
Oneness, the meteors of the altitude of Thy Grandeur, 
the lights of the Sun of Thy Manifestation, the myrtle* 
of the meadows of Thy Mercy, the fountain.* of Thy 
Mysteries, and the evidences of Thy Guidance. N crily. 
Thou art the Powerful, the Giver, the Confirmer, the 
Almighty, and the Geuerous. 

“0 ye beloved of God and the helpers of Auiat-- 
Baha! When the Sun of Reality became concealed 
behind the veils of glory and the Orb of the tni%<r*e 

•Refer* to the departure of Baha*uni*li frum ,h * w 
to ihe immortal realm.—Trantlator* 
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disapiwniwi from the d*wnm* noi.,1 r .' 
an wo in .he I.vWble World and eonfe^^ «N 
honnliM upon the contingent world < " uc '*»«iv. 

Realm, the baU began to move 

in a race They imagined that they cm, d J W * in P 
glonour bounties of that Beautiful Face oTT ' hc 
shining rays of the Sun of Reality '" “*“** '•« 
fire and destroy the praUe.1 Light.' Kor ,“ h Jf* ,pni '^ 
lhat on account of the ascension of 1U, H„n» W> “T I 
Beloved, the Divine Foundation ivould ' h ' 

the edifice of God would be destroyed and 
Tree uprooted. ‘Evil was that which thev iinadiMvt j 
vain was that which they supposed, and ye see th^ 
«> in manifest loss. For. according to what is heard, 
in certain regions, the enemies hearing the news of the 
great ordeal (the departure of BahaVllah). feasted 
and rejoiced, celebrated festivals, burned incense, served 
sweets and flowers, lit candles, mixed honey and 
wme and played lutes and harps. That night until morn 
they spent in feasting and rejoicing in gladness and hap¬ 
piness. But they were ignorant of the fact that the Light 
of this Sun has no end. the torrent of that plain is free 
from interruption, the Light of that Blessed Orb is eter¬ 
nal, the Merciful One is established upon the Throne of 
Sovereignty, and the Throne is permanent. Nay. rather, 
the human temple (the body), like the clouds, hinders 
the visions from the Light of the Sun. It is for tin* 
reason Umt the Gospel records the statement that when 
the promised One come* He w ill come upon the clouds, 
and when the respective clouds pass away, then shall the 
disk of this Sun appear and the penetrating Light there* 
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of spread. Thus, in n little while the gmit *Ud tiding 
spread throughout tbe world and the pillars thereof 
trembled; the Last shouted' with joy and tin? \\V»t 
reverberated the Blessed Voice; the Most Radiant Sou 
of the Beauty of Reality appeared from the invisible »o- 
diac and shone upon the Center of the world; the veil of 
concealment and mystery fell; the fire of the love of God 
burned in the hearts; the beloved of God radiated as a 
candle, and, like unto the witnesses of love, thev be¬ 
came known in the assembly. From every region the 
melody of joy was raised and the voice of *0 our God! 
Verily, we have heard Thy Voice from all countries,* 
was raised; the Word of God was promoted; the fra¬ 
grances of Got! spread, the fame of the Truth enveloped 
the world; the call of ‘Am I not your Lord?’ reached 
the ear of the far and near; the Cause of God became 
greater; the edifice of the Law of God loftier; all the 
nations were impressed and the enemies of the Blessed 
Beauty became fearful and at loss. When they noticed 
that tiie ascension of llis Holiness the Desired One 
(BahaVllah) —May my spirit be a sacrifice to Ui» 
beloved!—became the cause of the promotion of His 
blessed Cause and the flame of the burning fire became 
greater and every confident believer took a firmer stand 
—therefore the dawning of the Light caused the oppos¬ 
ing nations a great loss. and. likewise, tbe blessing of 
God adorned the Royal Throne of Persia with the 
coronation of a just Shah. With the power of God that 
perfect Crowned Hoad became kind to the oppr»>^e 
sect. This, also, w’&s a confirmation from Hnlinc. 
the Almighty God. Likewise, certain holy souls among 
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the beloved of God -rose with Uithfub** , 
self in the pathway of the Beauty of An ° ' UCrifip e 
their own rest ami pence and turned to ill ^ 1(>ft 
Oneness: they became callers of the Covp„ f 0 * 1 * 0 ® of 
the chalice of the Testament in their hands alt ^ ^ 
world the ecstasy thereof; they spread the f ra **** “ ,P 
God- conveyed the Cause of God and guided ° f 

Praise be to God that the confirmation of the 
of Abha armed successively and the victory of tk 
Supreme Concourse shed a light as that of the Jw 
dawn, the Host* of the Supreme Concouise descended 
as unto the waves and the zealous armies of gfainas of 
the Kingdom of Abha. with perfect power and strength 
conquered and upbuilded the domains of the hearts. 
These hosts were the Divine inspirations and these 
armies were the waves of the Divine seas. They con¬ 
ferred eternal life upon dead souls and attacked the 
countries of the heart, giving them life and spirit, for 
th®y sre the hosts of life and the army of salvation. 
May God increase them in power, glory, strength and 
number. 

"Therefore, 0 ye beloved of God, this is a time when 
ye should arise, and. in thanksgiving for this hounty, 
do that which is your duty: Abide by the Law of God, 
pray to the Divine Threshold in the Mashrek-cl-Azkar, 
supplicate and implore, praise and glorify Dim: f»-t ,n 
the month of fasting and keep watch during its night* 
All this should be done in perfect wisdom and not in * 
manner which may cause the uproar and tumult of the 
ignorant. 
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“1 have one request to make of all the beloved J 
God, and that is the desire id my life—that ihry all 
praise me in the absolute servitude of the Holy Thresh- 
old without interpretation. They must not pnusc Abdul- 
Uniat except according to the expressions and words 
which have emanated from the pen of this Servant. 
They must never exceed that, but must content them¬ 
selves therewith. Verily, my praise, my quality, my 
attribute, my name, my title, my entity, my reality, my 
essence and my manifestation is Alslul-Bnha and I have 
no other station than this. Certainly the beloved of God 
will accept this request from this Servant who makes it 
in the utmost lowliness and humility, and will make 
happy this sad heart and will confer a new life upon this 
weak* body. Thus may Abdul-Bnha, through hearing 
this great glad tidings and attaining this Supreme 
bounty, rejoice and attain Divine happiness and gladness. 

(Signed 1 Abdul-Baha Abbas." 

But, ns the Xakaxecn (the violators of the Covenant 
of BaiiaVllaii) have no God save pa&rion and no 
object save personal interest; if they sec a hundred 
thousand traces of the power of God, they will inerca* 
their enmity and jealousy : they will not under any con- 
sidcration observe the honor of the ^ au*c un< 
the beloved of God. and will never be ***£*" 
warned. “God has sealed their hearts, their ear 

"Tn ‘hort-iw be to Godl-Oe *wb 

ing to Abdul-Baiia all believe in 1 * * p “ ( UJim i % &re 

tion of God. and. through lib Sublime 
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turning to the established Center and the evident <5 
tion. And, after the commands of the Blessed R» 
Kxalicd U His Station! obedience to U* 

His Holiness Abdul-Baha is considered by them a ,j 
a cause of spreading the fragrances of God and^h’ 
meaiLs of promulgating the Laws of the Ancient Be*,,,! 
(BahaVllah). ly 

Consider how great is the utterance of Hi* Holin'*, 
Abdul-Baha that inhabitants of America, notwithstand¬ 
ing the long distance and the difference in the tastes and 
customs, have been so attracted and enkindled as to 
cause the amazement of intellects. In these days one 
of the believers and assured maid-servants from that 
land, known as the maid-servant of God. Lua t,Mrs. Get- 
singer), is present in this blessed spot. She is enkindled 
and attracted beyond description and sheds tears night 
and day. seeking permission from His Holiness Abdul- 
Baha to go to Persia and quaff the cup of martyrdom. 
With all this they (Mohammed Ali and his people! 
mourn and cry, saying, the Cause of God has vanished. 
What Cause of God Is among them and what trace there¬ 
of is in their hands'* 

O Lord? Thou knowest and hearest witness that 
this sen ant seeks only Tbv Will and hopeih only for the 
promotion of Thv Word, and, with perfect endeavor 
and steadfastness, is arising to serve the Center of the 
Covenant, looking and turning to Him. He begs the 
ocean of Thy generosity to guide them, also, to the 
straight path and to help them to obey that which, the} 
have been commanded. Thus may that which ref**®** 
the hearts of the enemies of Thy religion and law 
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removed from among them, and the hearts of those 
who hold fast to the hem of Thy Covenant and Testa¬ 
ment be made happy and joyous. Verily, Thou art the 
Able and the Powerful! 

El-Baha be upon the people of faithfulness who have 
turned to the horizon of the Covenant of the Lord of 
the creatures. 

(Signed) Bam L’llah. 

Here ends “The Epistle to the Bahai World.” 
The very fact that the Bahai organization has 
suppressed this pamphlet, while at the same 
time they advertise a book attacking Abdul 
Baha. is convincing proof that their actions are 
not in accordance with their words. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Court*™ Text or tub English Toanslation or the Alu*® 
WILL AXO TBNTAUBNT Of AllOCL BaUa F xC+MBM Uttm. 
BDCTtOX or THE AU.ECKB WlLL OF ABnf L B »H\. 

. t 

This chapter contains the translation of the 
alleged will and testament of Abdul Balm, ex¬ 
actly as it was translated by Shoghi Effendi, the 
alleged successor. Nothing has been omitted. 
On the cover page of the copies of the typewritten 
manuscript that were distributed only among a 
few Bahais in America, Shoghi Effendi wrote: 

"I feel that the conditions arc now favorable for the 
circulation of the Will and Testament of Abdu’l Baha 
only in manuMcript form and among recognized believer* 
in America. Every such believer should I* trusted with 
a single copy with the express understanding that no 
duplicate copies or extracts of it lie made or published 
anywhere.” —From letter written by Shoghi Effendi 
to the American National Spiritual Assembly on Novem¬ 
ber 27, IthW. 

Issued in accordance with the 
conditions laid down by Shoghi 
Effendi, Satuwnl Spiritual Aim- 
My. February, 1»25. fe* 

The beloved of God and the handmaids of the Merciful 

throughout the 

United States of America and < wiada 
Received at 104 Wall St., New York, N. Y. 

Saturday, February 25. 19*2—11:30 A. M. 
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A copy was sent to me unsolicited 
mmle no proniLse that I would not p.ifi ? r 
feel that in lieu of events that have sin!! . '*• I 
place it devolves upon me to publish thi^n* 0 * 
will along with other suppressed information^ 

(PART ONE) 

HEREIN FOLLOW THE TABLETS AND tpqt, 
MENT OF ABDUL BAH A:- ESTa * 

All-praise to Him Who. by the Shield of His Coven«„» 
hath guarded the Temple of His Cause from the darts 
of doubtfulness. Who by the Hosts of HLs Testament 
hath preserved the Sanctuary of His Most Ber.c6eent 
Law and protected His Straight and Luminous Path, 
staying thereby the onslaught of the company of Coven- 
and-breakers, that have threatened to subvert His 
Divine Edifice; Who hath watched over His Mighty 
M rough old and All-glorious Faith, through the aid of 
men whom the slander of the slanderer affect not, 
whom no earthly calling, glory and power can turn 
aside from the Covenant of God and His Testament, 
established firmly by His clear and manifest words, 
writ and revealed by His All-Glorious Pen and recorded 
in the Preserved Tablet. 

Salutation and praise, blessing and glory rest upon 
that primal branch of the Divine and Sacred Lote-lrce, 
grown out, blest, tender, verdant and nourishing from 
the I win Holy Trees; the most tvondrous, unique aud 
priceless pearl that doth gleam from out the Twin 
surging seas; upon the offshoots of the Tree of Holi* 
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uess. the twig* of the Celestial Tree, they that in 
Day of the Great Dividing have stood fe* ao .j firin 
the Covenant; upon the Hand* (pillar,) of the Cau* !*! 
God that have diffused widely the Divine Fragrant 
declared His Proofs, proclaimed His Faith, published 
abroad His Law. detached themselves from all thina, 
but Him, stood for righteousness in this world, aud 
kindled the Fire of the Love God in the very heart, 
and souls of His servants; upon them that have believed, 
rested assured, stood steadfast in HI, Covenant »nd 
followed the Light that after my passing ,hinrth from 
the Dayspring of Divine Guidance—for Whold' he is 
the blest and sacred bough that hath branched out from 
the Twin Holy Trees. Well is it with him that seeketh 
the shelter of his shade that shadoweth all mankind. 

O ye beloved of the Lord! The greatest of all things 
is the protection of the True Faith of God. the pre¬ 
servation of His Law, the safeguarding of His Cause 
and service unto His Word. Ten thousand soul, have 
shed streams of their sacred blood in this path, their 
precious lives they offered in sacrifice unto Him. has¬ 
tened wrapt in Holy ecstasy unto the glorious field of 
martyrdom, upraised the Standard of God’s Faith and 
writ with their life-blood upon the Tablet of the world 
the verses of His Divine Unity. The sacred breast oI 
His Holiness, the Exalted One, (May my life b* A SACTV 
fice unto Him) was made a target to many a dart of 
*'oe, and in Mazandaran. the Blessed feet of the Abha 
Beauty (may my life be offered up for His loved onr- 
w cre so grievously scourged as to bleed and be sore 
bounded. His neck alsowa* put into captive elutin* ao« 
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His fert made fast in the stocks. In every ho 
period of fifty years, n new trial and calami?!' !” * 
Him and fresh afflictions and cares beset Him q** 8 ® 
them, after having suffered intense vicissitude^ He^ ^ 
made homeless and a wanderer and fell a victim to *n\ 
new vexations and troubles. In Iraq, the Day St 
of the world was so exposed to the wiles of the 
of malice as to lie eclipsed in splendor. Later o n He 
was sent an exile to the Great City (Constantinople) and 
thence to the Land of Mystery (Adriannplc), whence, 
grievously wronged. He was eventually transferred to 
the Most Great Prison (Acre). He Whom the world 
hath wronged (may my life be offered up for His loved 
ones 1 was four times banished from city to city, till at 
Last condemned to perpetual confinement. He was in¬ 
carcerated in this Prison, the prison of highway robbers, 
of brigands and of man-slayers. All this is but one of 
the trials that have afflicted the Blessed Beauty, the 
rest being even as grievous as this. 

And still another of His trials was the hostility, the 
flagrant injustice, the iniquity and rebellion of Mirra 
^ ahya. Although that Wronged One, that Prisoner, 
had through His loving-kindness nurtured him in His 
own k»som ever since his early years, had showered at 
every moment His tender care upon him, exalted his 
name, shielded him from every misfortune, endcare 
him to them of this world and the next, and despite t e 
firm exhortations and counsels of His Holiness, 
Exalted One (the Bab) and His clear and conclusive 
warning: “Beware. I>ewarc lest the Nineteen 
of the Living and that which hath been revealed in ,c 
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Bay an veil thee!' yet notwithstanding this Mima 
Yahya denied Him, dealt falsely with Him, believed Him 
not. sowed the wads of doubt, closed his eyes to His 
manifest verses and turned aside therefrom. Would 
that he had beeu content therewith! Nay, he even 
attempted to shed the sacred blood (of Baba'u'llahj and 
then raised a great clamour and tumult around him, 
attributing into Unha'u’tlah malevolence and cruelty 
towards himself. What seditiou he stirred up and what 
a storm of mischief he raised whilst in the Land of 
Mystery (Adrianople) l At last he wrought that which 
caused the Day-Star of the world to be sent an exile 
to this, the Most Great Prison, and sorely wronged and 
in the West of this Great Prison He did set. 

O ye that stand fast and firm in the Covenant! The 
Center of Sedition, the Prime Mover of mischief, Mirra 
Muhammad All, hath passed out from under the shadow 
of the Cause, hath broken the Covenant, hath falsified 
the Holy Text, hath inflicted a grievous loss upon the 
true Faith of God, hath scattered His people, hath with 
hitter rancour endeavored to hurt Abdu 1-Llaha and hath 
assailed with the utmost enmity this servaut of the 
Sacred Threshold. Every dart he seired and hurled to 
pierce the breast of this wronged servaut, no wound 
did he neglect to grievously inflict upon me, no venom 
did he spare but he jioisoncd therewith the life of t 
hapless one. 1 swear by the most holy Ablia 0 <nut ' 
and by the Light shining from His Holinr**. the Exalte 
One, (may my soul be a sacrifice for their 1 °* ^ *?• _ 

that l>ecause of this iniquity the dwellers in t e i» * 
of the Abba Kingdom have liewoiled, t * 
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Concourse is lamenting, the 

“ All-Highest Paradise |,’T'" 1 M * ld * of |, M 
cries and the angelic company H ;' l ™'" 1 lhci r |,| U | I|| ' 1 ’" 

meanings. So grievious the deS cTfi t£ 

person became that he struck win, u- * lhw 'Suitou 
the Blessed Tree, dealt a heavy |,i " 5 “ l ll ”‘ root of 
the Cause of God, ddJJiS l " “T T «»* 2 
exes of the loved ones of the Blessej' ll., l ' loocl ltl - 
an encouraged the enemies of the On, r" ‘ V ‘ c * )Wrei l 
h.s repudiation of the Covenant inr^i * God ' »>y 
after Truth aside from the Cal „7 r T"’ .« 

blighted hopes of Yahva's foil ■ ' rcv,vrJ the 

detested, caused the enemies of 

become audacious and arrogant, pul aside the firm Id 
conclusive verses and sowed the seeds of doubt. Bad J 
the Promised a,d of the Ancient Beauty been gracioudv 
vouchsafed at every moment to this one. unworthy 
though he he, he surely would have destroyed, nay ex¬ 
terminate the Cause of God and utterly subverted the 
ix ine Edifice. But, praise he the Lord, the triumphant 
assistance of the Abha Kingdom was received, the hosts 
of the Realm above hastened to l>estow victory. The 
Cause of God was promoted far and wide, the call of 
the 1 rue One was noised abroad, ears in all regions 


were inclined to the Word of God. His standard was un¬ 
furled, the ensigns of Holiness gloriously waved nloft 
and the verses celebrating Ilis Divine Unity w'ere chant*»!• 
Now, that the true Faith of God may he shielded an 
protected, His Law guarded and preserved an<l 
Cause remain safe and secure, it is incumbent u l* ^ 
everyone to hold fast unto the Text of the clear a 
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firmly established blessed verse, revealed abo. L - 
None other transgression greater than this T ^ 
he imagined. He (BahaVlIahl savrtl. »1 • ° 

hm, eveu » my part ner, have 1*^ ” 

Und and they verilv arc of the mbetuef-mrien 
Cunnder. bow foobdi are the people! The, th.t fc, v , 
•**“ in Hi, (Balm u llral. *> IWncc and l.field Hi! 
Countenance, hav, never! Me* „„i wl >uch 

idle talk, until, exalted lie Hi, explicit word,. He mid. 

Should he for a moment pas, out from under the 
shadow of the Cause, he surely shall he hmnglit to 
naught." Reflect! What stress lie layeth upon one 
moment s deviation: that is. were he to incline a hair’s 
breadth to the right or to the left, bis deviation would 
In* dearly established and his utter nothingnrvi made 
manifest. And now ye are witnessing how the wrath 
of God hath from all sides afflicted him and how day 
b\ day he is speeding towards destruction. Ere long 
will ye behold him and his associates outwardly and 
inwardly, condemned to utter ruin. 

^ hat deviation can be greater than breaking the 
t ovenant of God! What deviation can he greater than 
interpolating and falsifying the words and verses of the 
Sacred I ext, even as testified and declared by Mirra 
Badiu’llah! What deviation can In* greater than 
calumninting the Center of the Covenant himself* 
What deviation can be more glaring than spreading 
broadcast false and foolish reports touching the Temple 
of God’s Testament! What deviation can hr 
gr.evous than decreeing the death of the tenter of ' l <* 
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Covenant, supported by the holy verse -i, 
layeth a claim ere the passing of a thousand years that 
whilst he (Muhammad All) without shame in *u 
of the Blessed Beauty had advanced such a ,, t dav * 
this and been confuted by Him in the afore-J.nT ®* 
manner, the teat of hU claim bei„ K ,tit] cxt. im £*£ 
own handwriting and bearing his own seal. uV 
deviation can be more complete than falsely accu.;^ 
the loved ones of God! What deviation can lie Blor ! 
evil than causing their imprisonment and incarceration’ 
What deviation can he more severe than delivering into 
the hands of the government the FToly Writings and 
Epistles, that haply they (the government) might arise 
intent upon the death of this wronged one! What deviation 
can l>e more violent than threatening the ruin of the 
Cause of God. forging and slanderously falsifying letters 
and documents so that this might perturb and alarm 
the government and lead to the shedding of the blood 
of tliis wronged one, —such letters ami documents being 
now in the possession of the government! What devia¬ 
tion can be more odious than his iniquity and rebellion! 
What deviation can be more shumefut than dispersing 
the gathering of the people of salvation! What devia¬ 
tion can be more infamous than the vain and feeble 
interpretations of the people of doubt! What deviation 
can be more wicked than joining hands with strangers 
and with the enemies of God! 

Few months ago. in concert with others, he that hath 
broken the Covenant, hath prepared a document teem 
ing with calumny and slander wherein, the 
forbid, among many similar slanderous charges, Abdu 
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Baha is deemed a deadly enemy, the ill-wisher of the 
Crown. They so perturbed the minds of the member, 
of the Imperial Government that at last a Committee 
of Investigation was sent frftm the seat of His Majesty. 
Government which, violating every rule of justice and 
equity that betit Ills Imperial Majesty, nay, with the 
most glaring injustice, proceeded with its investigations. 
The ill-wisher* of the One True God surrounded them 
on every side and explained and excessively enlarged 
upon the text of the document whilst they (the member, 
of the Committee) in their turn blindly acquiesced. 
Oue of their many calumnies was that this servant hud 
raised aloft a banner in this city, had summoned the 
people together under it, had established a new sov¬ 
ereignty for himself, had erected upon Mount Carmel 
a mighty stronghold, had rallied around him all the 
peoples of the land and made them obedient to him, 
had caused disruption in the Faith of Islam, had cov¬ 
enanted with the following of Christ and. God forbid, 
had purposed to cause the gravest breach in the mighty 
power of the Crown. May the Lord protect us from 
such atrocious falsehoods! 

According to the direct and sacred command of God 
we are forbidden to utter slander, are commanded to 
show forth peace and amity, are exhorted to rectitude 
of conduct, straight-forwardness and harmony with a 
the kindreds and peoples of the world. W* *° u ** * 

and be the well-wishers of the governments of the 
regard disloyalty unto a just king as disloyaltj ' 0 __ 
Himself and wishing evil to the government a r * 
gression of the Cause of God. With these fina 
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decisive words, how can h he that these i„ • 
should indulge in such vain fancies- 7n ,^ 
could they show forth such disloyalty'’ mT"!" 1 bo * 
Committee of Investigation hath «p pr JZ ’’ Th " 
firmed these calumnies of my brother and ,n"7 J*"' 

“ d ™ bnu ? ted 'l™ to the presence of hum'" 
the Sovereign. Now at this moment a fierce l 
raging around this prisoner who awaiteth be in “ 
able or unfavorable, the gracious wiU of Hb Xt*£X'' 
may the laird aid him by His Grace to be L, T 
whatsoever condition he may I*, with absolute calm ,„h 
qinctness. Abdu'l-Baba is ready for self sacrifice and is 
wholly resigned and submitted to His Will. What 
transgression can be more abominable, more odi.m. 
more wicked than this? 


In like manner, the focal Center of hate, hath purposed 
to put Abdu 1-Huha to death and this is supported by 
the testimony written by Mirra Shu a Vital) himself 
and is here enclosed. It is evident und indisputable 
that they are privily and with the utmost subtlety 
engaged in conspiring against me. The following are 
his very words written by him in this letter: “I curse 
at every’ moment him that hath kindled this discord, 
imprecate in these w ords ‘Lord! have no mercy upon him 
and I hope ere long God will make manifest the one 
that shall have no pity on him. who now wearetb another 
garb and about whom I cannot any more explain. 
Reference he doth make by these words to the sacred 
verse that heginneth as follows: “He that layeth • 
claim ere the passing of a thousand years . • 

Reflect! How intent they are upon the death of Abdu * 
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Bab.' Ponder in your hearts upoa thc phrMe 
anymore explain" and realm, what scheme 
devising for this purpose., They fear lest too hilly „ 
plained the letter might fall into alien hands and’thnr 
schemes be foiled and frustrated. The phrase is only 
foretelling good tidings to come, namely that regarding 
this all requisite arrangements have been made 
O God. my God! Thou seest this wronged servant 
of Thine, held fast in the talons of ferocious lions, of 
ravening wolves, of blood thirety beasts. Graciously 
assist me, through my love for Thee, that I may drink 
deep of the chalice that brimmeth over with faithful* 
ness to Thee and is filled with Thy bountiful Grace; to 
that, fallen upon the dust, I may sink prostrate and 
senseless whilst my venture is dyed erirason with my 
blood. This is my wish, my heart's desire, my hope, 
my pride, my glory. Grant. 0 Lord my God, and my 
Refuge, that in my last hour, my end, may even as 
musk shed its fragrance of glory! Is there a bounty 
greater than this? Nay, by Thy Glory! I call Thee to 
witness that uo day passeth but that 1 quaff my fill 
from this cup, so grievous are the misdeeds wrought 
by them that have broken the Covenant, kindled dis¬ 
cord, showed their malice, stirred sedition in the land 
and dishonored Thee amidst Tbv servants. 

Shield Thou from these Covenant-breakers the mighty 
Stronghold of Thy Faith and protect Thy secret Sanc¬ 
tuary from the onslaught of the ungodly. Thou are 
in truth the Mighty, the Powerful, the Gracious, the 
Strong, ^ | 

In short, 0 ye beloved of the Lord’ L ‘‘ ul< ’ r 
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Sedition. Mirni Muhammad AH. i n 
decisive word* of God and bv , UOc<>r ^nce With 
tranifmsion. hath gri*vou«ly fa||«. n " b, ‘ u >'-lk s , 

fmn, the Holy Tire ‘Verily. “ «« * 

but they have wronged themselven!" K<< t * M ’ m “M. 

0 God. my Godt Shield Thv tru»t«l .. 
the evils of self and passion, protect them wftT.t!* ,r( " , ■ 
ful Eye of Thy loving kindness fro,,, all '?*• 
^nd envy, shelter them in the impregnate strong^ 
Thj muse and, safe from the darts of doubtful*- 
make them the manifestation, of Thy glorious 
.llum.ne them faces w„h the effulgent rays shed Irom 
he Day spring of Thy Divine Unity, gladden their 
hearts with the verses revealed from Thy Holy Kingdom, 
strengthen their loins by Thy all-swaving power that 
comcth from Thy Realm of Glory. Thou are the All- 
Bountiful. the Protector, the All-Mighty, the Gracious! 

O ye that stand fast in the Covenant! When the hour 
comelh that this wronged and broken winged bird will 
have taken its flight unto the Celestial concourse, when 
it will have hastened to the RcaIiii of the ITnseeu and 
its mortal frame will have been either lost or hidden 
Death the dust, it is incumbent upon the Afnao. that 
are steadfast in the Covenant of God, and have branched 
from the Tree of Holiness; the Hands (pillars) of the 
Cause of God. (the glory of the Lord rest upon them . 
and all the friends and loved ones, one and all to bestir 
themselves and arise with heart and soul and in one 
cord, to diffuse the sweet savours of God, to tear 
Cause and to promote His Faith. It bchooveth * 
not to rest for a moment, neither to seek repose. 


is*^ < 




roust disperse themselves in ever) Land. pa« by rv „ v 
clime and travel throughout all regions. 
without rest, and steadfast to the end they must rai* 
in every land the triumphal ory *0 Thou the Glory of 
Glorious!” (Ya Haha’il’-Abhai. must achieve renoun 
in the world wherever they go, must hum brightly 
even as a candle in every meeting and must kindle the 
flame of Divine love in every assembly, that the light 
of truth may rise resplendent in the midmost heart of 
the world, that throughout the East and throughout 
the West a vast concourse may gather under the shadow 
of the Word of God. that the sweet savours of holiness 
may be diffused, that faces may shine radiantly, hearts 
be filled with the Divine spirit and souls be made heavenly. 

In these days, the moat important of all things is the 
guidance of the nations and peoples of the world Teach¬ 
ing the Cause is of utmost importance for it U the head 
corner-stone of the foundation itself. This wronged 
servant has spent his days and nights in promoting the 
Cause and urging the peoples to service. He rested 
not u moment, till the fame of the Cause of God was 
noised abroad in the world and the Celestial strains 
from the Abba Kingdom roused the East and the West 
The beloved of God must also follow the same example. 
This is the secret of faithfulness, this is the require¬ 
ment of servitude to the Threshold of Balia! 

The disciples of Christ forgot themselves and all 
earthly things, forsook all their cares and belongings, 
purged themselves of self and passion and with *b*ilu c 
detachment scattered far and wide and ,n 

calling the peoples of the world to the Divine Gui ce. 
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ot last they made the world anmk 
th * S, ' rfa 7' °< U* earth a nd ev ,.„ " *** iUu, ui 

proved se f-sacrilicmg in the pa.h^ j^T W 
One of God Finally i„ various |„ nd " , M ^ 
Klonoua martydom. Let them that J h ' y ' u7 ^ 
follow in their footsteps 1’ D,tQ action, 

° In * v ,ovin « Wends! After the mw-. 
wronged one. it i, incumbent upon X ? T V ° f '*• 
ebea) the Afnan (Twigs, of th"Tae^ 

Hands (pillars I of the Cause of God and i 7?' lh ' 
of the Ahha Beauty to turn unshod 
youthful hraueh branched from the Two hallowed 
sacts-d Isde-Trees and the fruit grown fmm '£%£ 
of the 1 wo offshoots of the Tree of Holiness, -as be b 
the "Kn ot God, the chosen branch, the guardian of the 
< ause of God. he unto whom all the Aghsan. the Afnan. 

I he Hands of the Cause of God and Ills loved ones must 
turn. He Is the expounder of the words of God and 
after him will succeed the first-born of his lineal dee 
ceadiaU. 

I he sacred and youthful brunch, the guardian of the 
Cause of Gad as well as the Universal House of Justice, 
to be universally elected and established, arc both mulct 
the care and protection of the Abha Beauty, under the 
shelter and unerring guidance of His Holiness, the 
Exalted One (may my life be offered up for them both)- 
W hatsoever they decide is of God. Who so obeyed* 
hiui not, neither olnfycth them, hath not obeyed (* • 

whoso rebclleth against him and against them ha 
rebelled against God; whoso opposeth him hath op¬ 
posed God; whoso con’cndetb with them hath c<)0 
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P „,ed with God; 

who», dubebevelh ia him bath dUbebeved i„ ££ 
wlioso deviatctb, .eparatetb b inutl( Bnd t £ 

from hun hath .a truth deviated, separated biatsell 
turned aside from God. May the wrath, the &J! 
indignation, the vengence of God rest upon him* tZ 
mighty stronghold shall remain impregnable and safe 
through obedience to him who is the guardian of the 
Cause of God. It « incumbent upon the members of 
be House of Justice, upon all the Aghsan. the Afnan. 
the Hands of the Cause of God to sho* their obedience, 
submissjyeness and subordination unto the guardian 
of the Cause of God. to turn unto him and be lowly 
before him. He that opposeth him hath opposed the 
True One. will make a breach in the Cause of God, will 
subvert His word and will become a manifestation of 
the Center of Sedition. Beware, beware, lest the day* 
after the ascension (of BahaVltoh) be repeated, when 
the Center of Sedition waxed haughty and rebellious 
and with Divine Unity for his excuse deprived himself 
and perturbed and poisoned others. No doubt every 
vain-glorious one that purpose! h dissension and discord 
will not openly declare his evil purposes, nav rather* 
even as impure gold would he cease (seize?) upon divers 
measures and various pretexts that be may separate the 
gathering of the people of Baha. \Jv object is to show 
that the Hands of the Cause of God mast be ever watch¬ 
ful and so soon as they find anyone beginning to oppose 
and protest against the guardian of the Cause of God 
cast him out from the congregation of the people of 
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Hah. *nd m no wk, aocrpt ,„ y , XC(JW 
often I. At!, gnerou* error been dbguw,! j“ t ' 
truth th.t it might »w the seed., o( du „ bt ■ h " *•* of 
of mm. U,H ,n heart, 

O ,-e beloved of the Lord! It i, i tl<nini L . 
gunrdmn of the Cause of (iod to “£•" '<« 

bfe-tm.e him that shall become his sueee*£" 
differences may not arise after his passing. |,. Ih ' t h * 1 
appomted must manifest in himself delachmen. f “ 
all uordly things, must be the essence of purity „?,!”! 
show in himself the fear of God. knowlege. wbd™ . nd 
learning. Thus, should the first-born of the guardian 
of the Cause of God not manifest in himself the truth 
of the words: “The child is the secret essence of its 
sire.’" that is. should he not inherit of the spiritual 
within him (the guardian of the Cause of God) and his 
glorious lineage not be matched with a goodly character, 
then must lie, (the guardian of the Cause of God) choose 
another branch to succeed him. 

The Hands of the Cause of God must elect from their 
own number nine persons that shall at all times be oc¬ 
cupied in the important services in the work of the 
guardian of the Cause of God. The election of these 
nine must lie carried either unanimously or by majority 
from the company of the Hands of the Cause of God an 
these whether unanimously or bv a majority vote, mw 
give their assent to the choice of the one 
guardian of the Cause of God hath chosen as 18 ^ 
cessor. This assent must be given in such W18e 
assenting and dissenting voices may not be distingu 
(secret ballot). 
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O friends! The Hands of the <W of God must be 
nominated and appointed by the guardian of the Ca UH . 
of God. All must he under his shadow and ohey his 
command. Should any. within or without the company 
of the Hands of the Cause of God disobey and seek 
division, the wrath of God and His vengeance will be 
upon him. for he will have caused a breach in the true 
Faith of God. 

The obligations of the Hands of the Cause of God 
are to diffuse the Divine Fragrances, to edify the soub 
of men, to promote learning, to improve the character 
of all men and to be. at all times and under all con¬ 
ditions, sanctified and detached from earthly things. 
They must manifest the fear of God hy their conduct, 
their manners, their deeds and their words. 

This hotly of the Hands of the Cause of God is under 
the direction of the guardian of the Cause of God. He 
must continually urge them to strive and endeavour 
to the utmost of their ability to diffuse the Sweet savours 
of God, and to guide all the peoples of the world for it 
is the light of Divine Guidance that causeth all the 
universe to he illumined. To disregard, though be it 
for a moment, this absolute command which is binding 
upon everyone, is in no wise permitted, that the ex¬ 
istent world may become even as the Abha Paradise, 
that the surface of the earth may betome heavenly, 
that contention and conflict amidst j>eople*, kindreds, 
nations and governments may disappear, that all the 
dwellers on earth may l>ecouie one people and one race, 
that the world may become even as one home- Should 
differences arise they shall be amicably and conclusive!* 
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by the Supreme Tribunal , hlll , 
member* fro.,, all the government* „„ d „ ^ ^-Hu* 
world. a Peoples of ^ 

O ye beloved of the Lord! I n tlm 
lion, conflict and contention are in no^ 

Every aggressor deprives himself of GatiU** Permitt *d. 
incumbent upon everyone to show the , h U 

reit.tude of conduct, straight forwardness 1*7 ° V<! ’ 
kind iness unto all the peoples and kindreds' of the"""?' 
be they friend* or strangers. So intense must £°!k' 
spmt of love and loving kindness, « h „ ,,77 ,h " 
m»y find himself a friend, the enemy „ ,r Ue bro^Z 
difference whatsoever existing between them. P„ r 
* r * nl,l> is of God and all limitations earthly. Thus man 
must Stnve that his reality may manifest viZ m 
perfect,ons the light whereof may shine upon evervone 
the light of the sun shineth upon all the world and the 
merciful showers of Divine Providence fall upon all 
peoples. The vivifying breeze rev ; veth every living 
creature and all beings endued with life obtain their 
share and portion at His heavenly board. In like 
manner, the affections and loving kindness of the 
servant* of the One True God must be bountifully and 
universally extended to all mankind. Regarding this, 
restrictions and limitations are in no wise permitted. 

Wherefore, O my loving friends! Consort with all the 
peoples, kindreds and religions of the world with the 
utmost truthfulness, uprightness, faithfulness, kindli- 
ness, good-will and friendliness, that all the world of 
being may be filled with the holy ecstasy of the grace 
of Balia, that ignorance, enmity, hate and rancour 
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vanish from the world and the daricne* 
ment amidst the peoples and kindred eBtrM, S** 

give way to He Light of ^ty^^lT 
and nations be unfaithful to vou „ Ppl< ** 
unto them, -hould they he 4m, to .JT 
justice toward them, should thev kee D a) ,V” Sh °" 
attract them to yourself, should thev ■.howTlJ'"'" 

U. friendly towards them. s ho„,d t^" ^ 
sweeten then sou s. should they iuBic, , 
be a sa ve to their sores. Such are the ..,^"( 2 
sincere! Such are the attributes of He tn,thiol 

And ■>«« . concerning the House of Justice which tied 
had ordained as the source of all good and | rcrd (rom 

* “ U *‘ be 'T*” 1 b y iniversal suffrage, that 

is. by the ladievers. Its member, must be manifesta¬ 
tions of the fear of God and doysprings of knowledge 
and understanding, must be steadfast in God’s faith 
and the well wishers of all mankind. By this House 
“ mear,t th « Universal House of Justice, that is, in all 
countries, a secondary House of Justice must he in¬ 
stituted. and these secondary Houses of Justice must 
elect the members of the Universal one. Unto this body 
all things must be referred. It enactetli all ordinances 
and regulations that are not to be found in the explicit 
Holy I ext. By this body all the difficult problems are 
to be resolved and the guardian of the Cause of God 
l f *ts *acred head anil the distinguished member for 
life of that body. Should he not attend in person its 
deliberations, he must appoint one to represent biiu- 
Should any of the members commit a sin, injurious to 
the common weal, the guardian of the Cause of God 
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hath at hi» own discretion the right #, v 
«p..n tl.c people elect WoU,,* P'S »W 

m House of Justice enactcth the laws «, i . "* il «M 
me„t enforceth the,,,. The legi»U,ive !'1[ 
mforcx- the executive, the executive ■> ' nuM *• 
the ktfnlrtire body so that through the d“" *“ d ***« 
li.riuony of these two forces. the foundation' " nd 
and justice may become firm and .str,,™ n * 
regions of the world may become even a, p'^' M "* 
O lx,rd. my God! Assist Thy loved’L™ 7 M, ‘ 

T, r r Fai,h, r° W °' k iD , ' hy W#V8 - «• ** steadfast^ 

>> nuse. („ve them Thy grace to withstand the 
onslaught of self and passion, to follow the light of 

the '7 e ,/ s U 'n*"r T1 r ar * th * Powcrful - ll >e Gracious. 

, 7 : ,he IWsto " er - ‘he Compassionate, 

the All-Mighty, the Ail-Bountiful. 

O friends of Abdu’l-Baha! The Lord, as a sign of His 
infinite bounties, hath graciously favored His servants 
by providing for a fixed money offering (Huquqj. to be 
dutifully presented unto Him, though He, tlie True 
One and His servants have been at all times independent 
of all created things, and God verily is the All Possess¬ 
ing, Lxalted above the need of any gift from his Creatures. 
This fixed money offering, however, causeth the people 
to become firm and steadfast and drnweth Divine in¬ 
crease upon them. It is to be offered through the guard¬ 
ian of the Cause of God, that it may he expended for 
the diffusion of the Fragrances of God and the exalta 
tion of His word for benevolent pursuits and for the 
common weal. 
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O ye beloved of the Lord! It i 
to be nibmiutve to .11 Moumd., tV'T"" 1 '"' >«, 

your fidelity to even- rightevu K,,,*"*“ d d— 
Sovereigns of the world with . ,N?rvr the 

loyalty. Show obedience unto th™* «uid 

wLvhcni. Without their “ d . h I'** «*1 

meddle with political .Bair.,. f„, ,ji.|!7777“ 7 
Sovereign u didoy.lty to God hinuHf W 

Tb A A la _« a 


This is ray counsel anri ^ . 

unto you. We» „ i, w^ 

Note: (This written i, a m>r k.tk . 

•erred under ground, damp hlrur* a fr^ t l “f* 3S* P«- 

fortli to the light it was ob^rrH^th.! Wlj f» brought 

mjurrd hr the dump, and the Hole Lil t i ,* ft K 

w« left untouched, j ’ LlU,J ^ *° W 7 it 


(PART TWO) 

HE IS GOD 

0 my Lord, my heart’s Desire. Thou Whom I ever 
mvoke. Thou Who are mv Aider and my Shelter, my 
viper and my Refuge! Thou seest me submerged in 
an ocean of calamities that overwhelm the soul, of afflic¬ 
tions that oppress the heart, of woes that disperse Thy 
gathering, of ills and pains that scatter Thy flock. Sore 
trials have compassed me round and perils have from 
all sides beset me. Thou seest me immersed in a sea 
°f unsurpassed tribution, sunk into a fathomless abyss, 
afflicted by mine enemies and consumed with the flame 
°f their hate, enkindled by my kinsman with whom Thou 
didst make Thy strong Covenant and Thy firm Testa¬ 
ment. whereiu Thou biddest them turn their hearts to 
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this wronged one, to keep away from m* th#> * 
the unjust, and refer unto this lonely one all th 
which they differ in Thy Holy Book, so that th'T** 1 
may l»e revealed unto them, their doubts mav h* i . h 
and Thy manifest Signs be spread abroad. di * pe,, *d 
Yet now Thou scost them, C) Lord, My God’ 

Thine eye that alecpeth not. how that they have broken 
Ihy ( ovcnunt and turned their backs thereon, how will 
hate and rebelliousness they have erred from Thy Test * 
ment and have arisen intent upon malice. 

Adversities have waved still more severe as they rose 
with unbearable cruelty to overpower and crush me, a » 
they scattered far and wide their scrolls of doubt and in 
utter falsehood hurled their calumnies upon me. Not 
content with this, their Chief, O my God, hath dared to 
interpolate Thy Book, to fraudulently alter Thy decisive 
Holy Text and falsify that which hath been revealed by 
Fby All Glorious Pen, Hr did also maliciously insert 
that which Thou didnt reveal for the one that hath 
wrought the most glaring cruelty upon Thee, disbelieved 
in Thee and denied Thy wondrous Signs, into what Thou 
didst reveal for this servant of Thine that hath hern 
wronged in this world. All this he did that he might 
beguile the souls of men ami breat he his evil whispering* 
into the hearts of Thy devoted cities. Thereunto did 
their second Chief testify, confessing it in his own hand 
writing, setting thereupon his seal and spreading d 
throughout all regions. 0 my Godl Could there Is a 
inure grievous injustice than this? And still they 
not, but further strove with stiibborness, fal»*h' Hrt * “ n 
•Under, with onrn ami Milurimy to Stir up seditk>® 
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the midst of the government of this l„r,,i i , 
eausing them to deem me a sower of iv'" * * w,,er *. 

Tl..- ooy.rnn.rnl w„ (hu, , Urmtt) (e>f 1 “ '**' 
SovrrriKn. nn.l the •opiefam of the nohatty.J 
Mind, were troubled. uffnir. were „ pMt "*■ 

turlK,). the fire of nngui.1, ,„d M ,m,w w„ k |„,|| r ,| 
the br^U. the Holy U.v,. W the 
conv»l.v.d and dmkrn, thei, ,y„ rained ^ tmi lh * 
».Kh, and lamentation, wen. nM .,..1 tKrit 
huimed Within them a. they bewdlrd tbi. 

of Ihme, fallen a victim into the hand* of these hit 
kindred, nay, his very enemies. 

Lord!! hou scest all things weeping me and my kindred 
rejoicing in my woes. By Thy Glory. O my God. Evro 
amongst mine enemies, some have lamented my troubles 
and my distress, and of the envious ones a number have 
■bed tears because of my cares, my exile and my afflic¬ 
tions. They did this beeniiM* they found naught in rne 
but affection and care and witnessed naught but kind¬ 
liness and mercy. As they saw mr swept into the flood 
of tribulation and adversity and exposed even at a target 
to the arrows of fate, their hearts were moves! with rom* 
pats ion, tears came to their eyes and they testified deelar- 
ing:— “Th* f/ml is our witness; naught have we «eeo 
from him but faithfulness, generosity and extreme com- 
passion.” The Covenant breakers, foreboded of evil, 
however, waxed fiercer in their rancour, rejowed at I 
fell a victim to the most grievous ordeal, bestirred them* 
•clvea against me and made merry over the bcartrmdiug 
hap|»eniiigs around me. 
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I call upon Thee, O Lord my God I with 
ami W Ith all my heart, not to requite ,t. lon *ue 
cruelty and their wrong-doing,. tLeir craf,"' ^ their 
mischief, for they are foolish and ignoble „n ,7 lhrir 
Wlmt they do. They discern not good ** 

do they distinguish right from wrong, nor ,7 T*** 
injustice. They follow their own desife and ^ t i „7 
footstep, of the most imperfect and foolish amonest h 

< ?* V ! “ Crcy u|K,n lhpm - “hield them ill 

all affliction, in these troubled times and grant t7,„. ?. 

trials and hardships may be the lot of this Thy servant 
that hath fallen into this darksome pit. Single me out 
«>r every woe and make me a sacrifice for all Tbv lovod 
ones. O Lord Most High! May my soul, my life, „, y 
being, mv spirit, my all be offered up for them. 0 God 
my Cod! Lowly, suppliant and fallen upon my face,’ 

1 beseech Thee with all the ardour of my invocation to 
pardon whosoever hath hurt me, forgive him that hath 
conspired against me and offended me, and wash away 
the misdeeds of them that have wrought injustice upon 
me. \ ouchsafe unto them Thy goodly gifts, give them 
joy, relieve them from sorrow, grant them peace and 
prosperity, give them Thy bliss and pour upon them Thy 
bounty. 

I hou art the Powerful, the Gracious, the IIclp in 
Peril, the Self-Subsisting! 

O dearly beloved friends! I am now in very 
danger and the hope of even an hour’s life is lost to me. 

1 am thus constrained to write these lines for the protec¬ 
tion of the Cause of God, the preservation of His La*** 
the safeguarding of His Word, and the safety of H» 
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Teachings. By the Ancient Beauty! Thu 
hath in no wise borne nor doth he bear a * *7*°®** 
any one; toward none doth he entertain '^i^^ 
and uttcrcth no word *v. for T 'Z 71 '"7 
My supreme obligation, however, of uvtwiitv ^ "° rW 
uie to guard and pnserve the C'auw ol 
Thu,, with the greatest regret, I couawl v« 

••Guard ye the Cause of God. pm,*, H b i„, 
the utmost fear of diword. This b tlw foundJL 
of the belief of the people ol llalia (may my life be offered 
u p for them). -Ill, Holine*. tlw Exalt* One (Tlw 
Bab. is the manifestation of the Unity ami Ouetw,, ol 
God and the Forerunner of the Ancient Beauty. His 
Holiness the Abha Beauty, (may mv life he a verifier 
for lli> steadfast friends) is the Supreme Manifestation 
of God and the Dayspring of His Most Divine Essence. 
All others are servants unto Him and do his bidding/’ 
l nto the Most Holy Book every one must turn and all 
that is not expressly recorded therein must be referred 
to tin* Universal House of Justice. That which this 
body, whether unanimously or by a majority doth carry, 
that is verily the Truth and the Purpose of God himself 
W hoso doth deviate therefrom is verily of them that 
love discord, hath shown forth malice and turned away 
from the Lord of the Covenant. By this House is 
meant that Universal House of Justice which is to be 
elected from all countries, that is from those parts in tbe 
East and West where the loved ones are to be found, 
after the manner of the customary elections in Western 
countries such as those of England. 
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It is incumbent upon these members (of the It.- 
House of Justice) to gather in a certain piace and ^ 
ate upoH all problems which have caused differenc ' 
questions that are obscure and matters that are VI 
expressly recorded in the Book. Whatsoever thev dSi 
has the same effect as the Text itself. And inasmuch t 
this House of Justice hath power to enact laws that are 
not expressly recorded in the Book and bear upon daily 
transactions, so also it hath power to repeal the same. 
Thus for example, the House of Justice enacteth today 
a certain law and cnforceth it, and a hundred years hence, 
circumstances having profoundly changed and the con- 
ditions having altered, another House of Justice will 
then have power, according to the exigencies of the time, 
to alter that law. This it can do because that law fonnelh 
no part of the Divine Explicit Text. The House of 
Justice is both the Initiator and the Abrogator of its 
own laws. 

And now, one of the greatest and most fundamental 
principles of the Cause of God is to shun and avoid 
eutirely the Covenant-breakers, for they will utterly 
destroy the Cause of God. exterminate His Law’ and 
render of no account all efforts exerted in the past. 0 
friends! It bchooveth you to call to mind with tender- 
ues* the trials of His Holiness, the exalted One and show 
your fidelity to the Ever-Blest Beauty. The utmost 
endeavour must be exerted lest all these woes, trial* 
and afflictions, all this pure and sacred blood that hath 
been shed so profusely in the Path of God, may P ro ' e 
to be in vain. Ye know well what the hands of the Centre 
of Sedition, Mirza Muhammed Ali, and his associate- 
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have wrought. Among his doings, OIM . „r .» . 

corruption of the S,cred Text whereof 5 , „„ “‘J* 

the Lord be praised, and know that it is evident 
and confirmed by the testimony of hi* brotbe- Mir!! 
Badi’u’ltah whose confession is written in hi* (C 
flandirriting, Bearrth flu Sra’. u Pr.ntni and 
abroad. This is but one of his misdeeds. Can a tian«. 
gTewion be imagined more glaring than this, the inter 
polation of the Holy Text? Xay. by the righteous**, 
of the Lord! His transgressions are writ and recorded in 
a leaflet by itself. Please God, ye will pursue it. 

In short, according to the explicit Divine Text, the 
least transgression shall make of this man a fallen creat¬ 
ure. and what transgression is more grievous than 
attempting to destroy the Divine Edifice, breaking the 
covenant, erring from the testament, falsifying the Holy 
Text, sowing the seeds of doubt, caluminating Abdul- 
Baha. advancing claims for which God hath sent down 
no warrant, kindling mischief and striving to shed the 
very blood of Abdu’l-Baha. and many other things where¬ 
of ye are all aware! It is thus evident that should this 
man succeed in bringing disruption into the Cause of 
God, he will utterly destroy and exterminate it. Beware 
lest ye approach this man, for to approach him is worse 
than approaching fire. 

Gracious God! After Mirza BadiVUah had declared 
in his own handwriting that this man (.Muhammad Ah' 
had broken the Covenant and had proclaimed his .ah.* 
fixation of the Holy Text, he realized that to return to 
the True Faith and pay allegiance to the Covenant 
lest ament would in no wise promote his elfish i *■ 
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II«- thus repented and regretted the thin* he had 
and attempted privily to gather in his printed ,J, ** 
plotted darkly with the Centre of Sedition na^'T*' 
ami informed him daily of all the happenings with^ ** 
household. He has even taken a leading part * ? 
mischievous deeds that have of late l>een csommhted 
Praise he to God. affairs recovered their former stability 
and the loved ones obtained partial peace. But C \> r 
since the day he entered again into our midst, he began 
afresh to sow the seeds of sore sedition. Some of hi* 
machinations and intrigues will lw recorded in a separate 
leaflet. 

My purpose is. however, to show that it is incumbent 
upon the friends that are fast and firm in the Covenant 
and Testament to be ever wakeful lest after this wronged 
one is gone this alert and active worker of mischief may 
cause disruption, privily sow the seeds of doubt and 
•edition and utterly root out the Cause of God. A tbouv 
and times shun his company. Take heed and he on your 
guard Watch and examine; should anyone openly or 
privily, have the least connection with him cast him out 
from your midst, for he will surely cause disruption oad 


mischief. 

O ye beloved of the Lord! Strive with all your heart 
to shield the Cause of God from the onslaught ° 
insincere, for souls such as these cause the straig j 
become crooked and all benevolent effort* to l >rt 

contrary results. , 

O God my God! I call Thee. Thy Pwpb* 
Messenger*. Tby Saints and Thy Holy One** ^ 
that I have declared conclusively Thy I roof* 
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loved ones and set forth dearly all thing, unto them that 
they may watch over Thy faith, guard Thy Strait 
Path and protect Tby Resplendent Law. Thou art 
verily, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise! 


(PART THREE) 

HE IS THE WITNESS. THE ALL-SUFFICING 

O my God. my Rdoved, my heart a Desire! Thou 
k no west. Thou seest that which hath befallen this 
vanl of Thine, that hath humbled him«elf at Thy Door, 
and Thou k no west the tins committed against him by 
the people of malice, they that have broken Thy Coven¬ 
ant and turned their backs on Thy Testament. In the 
day time they afflicted me with the arrows of hate and 
in the night-season they privily conspired to hurt me 
At dawn they committed that which the Celestial Cos- 
course did lament and at eventide they unsbeated against 
me the sword of tyranny and hurled in the presence of 
the ungodly their darts of calumny upon me. Not¬ 
withstanding their misdeeds, this lowly servant of Thine 
was patient and did endure every affliction and trial 
at tbeir hands though by Thy power and might be 
could have destroyed their words, quenched tbeir lire 
and »tAved the flame of their rrbrllkHiHitA. 

Thou west, O my God* how my long suffering, my 
forlieorance ami silence have increased their craeUy. 
their arrogance and their pride. By Thy to*?- 
Beloved One! They have misbelieved io Thee aiwl re¬ 
belled against Thee in such wise that they Wl ** 
a moment of rest and quiet, that I mig 1 * n * r 
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meet ami seemly. U> exalt Thy Word amidst ,. 
and might serve at Thy Threshold of Holing 
heart that overflows h with the joy of the w ‘ tl > a 
the Abha Kingdom. dWcller s of 

Ix»rd! My cup of woe runneth over, and f 
sides blows are fiercely raging upon me.’ The ,lari' *? 
affliction have compassed me round the arrows of !r 
tres.^ have rained ujron me. Thus tribulation over! 
whelmed me and my strength, because of the onslaught 
of the foemen became weakness within me. while I 
stood alone and forsaken in the midst of my woes 
Lord! Have mercy upon me, lift me up unto Thyself 
and make ine to drink from the Chalice of Martyrdom, 
for the wide world with all its vastness can no longer 
contain me. 


Thou art, verily, the Merciful, the Compassionate, the 
Gracious, the All-Bountiful! 

O ye the true, the sincere, the faithful friends of this 
wronged one! Everyone knnweth and believeth what 
calumnies and afflictions have befallen this wronged 
one, this prisoner, at the hands of those who have 
broken the Covenant at the time when, after the setting 
of the Day-Star of the world, his heart was consumed 
with the flame of His bereavement. 

When, in all parts of the earth, the enemies of God 
profiting by the passing away of the Sun of Truth, 
suddenly and with all their might launched their attack* 
at such a time and in the midst of so great a calamity* 
the Covenant-breakers arose with the utmost cruelt}* 
intent upon harm and the stirring up of the spirit 
enmity. At every moment a misdeed they did coim ** 1 
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and bestirred themselves to sow the seed* 0 f 
sedition, and to ruin the edifice of the Covenant Bui 
this wronged one. this prisoner, did his utmost to hide 
and veil their doings, that haply they might regret and 
repent. His long-suffering and forcbcaranee of these 
evil deeds, however, made the r*l>ellkms ones still more 
arrogant and daring; until through leaflets written 
with their own hands, they sowed the seed* of doubt, 
printing these leaflets and scattering them broadcast 
throughout the world. lielieving that such foolish doings 
would bring to naught the Covenant and the Testament. 

Thereupon the loved ones of the Ix>rd arose, in¬ 
spired with the greatest confidence and constancy and 
aided by the power of the Kingdom by Divine Strength, 
by heavenly Grace, by the unfailing help and Celestial 
Bounty, they withstood the enemies of the Covenant 
in well-nigh three score and ten treatises and supported 
by conclusive proof, unmistakeahlr evidences and clear 
texts from the Holy Writ, they refuted their scrolls of 
doubt and mischief-kindling leaflet*. The Centre of 
Sedition was thus confounded in his craftiness, afflicted 
by the wrath of God, sunk into a degradation and 
infamy that shall he lasting until the Day of Doom. 
Base and stretched is the plight of the people of evil 
deeds, they that are in grievous loss. 

And «s they lost their cause, grew hopeless in their 
efforts against the loved ones of God, saw the Standard 
of llis Testament waving throughout all regions and 
witnessed the power of the (.’ovruant of the Mrrafui 
One, the flame of envy so Idaxed within them a* to 
beyond recounting. With the utmost vigour, exert »°n« 
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rwi.-.ur •nd Mioilly, tl.ry f„||, lwil . 

in Another w my, d«*via#«| «n..lhrr .1 ^ 

kindling III# flume «f •relitinn j n t |,r h-url Tf* 
government itself. aim! Hun oaunnJ UiU w r „ ^ V "* 
thi» prm.nrr to appear na n mover of f 

Ihr govenmnrnt m..l tt hitler uml «p| Mm r„, „f 
IVreluuu* A ImJij’I-B alia may | M . p<l , to d( * u 
-mmc ,M ' n,,u,r to Wherehy «„ nn ., lf| ' ,u * 

opened unto Ihr enemir# of Ihr Covrnnnt wbmvln,g 
nmy advance ami spur on thrir charger, inflict n H r»ul 
upon everyone And subvert thr very foundation* 
of the edifice of I he < ausc of God. For so grievous i* 21 
conduct and behavior of thin false people thnl they 
M-omc even a* mi ate striking ut the very root of thr 
Blessed Tree. Should they l»e suffered to continue 
they would* in but a few days time, e\tenuiuatc the 
i Aii.se of God, 11 in word mid themselves. 

Hence, the Moved of the Lord must entirely shun 
them, uvoid them, foil their mAChinations »mi evil 
whisperings, guard the Law of God an<l His religion, 
engage one and all in diffusing widely the sweet savours 
of God and to the best of their endeavor proclaim His 
Teachings. 

Whosoever and whatsoever meeting become th • 
hindemnee to the diffusion of the Light of Faith, let 
the loved ones give them counsel and say: “Of all the 
gifts of God the greatest is the gift of Teaching. « 
draweth unto us the Grace of God and is our first 
ligation. Of such a gift how can we deprive ourselves 
Nay, our lives, our goods, our comforts, our rest, 
offer them all as a sacrifice for the Abba Beauty and tea 
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U ohmvnl r„„ M , k . jJT 

veil must in no wise U *.„U- n ly rr|ll . JT 

Glory ut (iloriri rr»| upon you. * 

Oyr Ihr faithful loved on*. of AMul-Baha' It i. u 
cuinbrnt upon you to take .hr greats r„,* of 
Kffvndi, th. twig that hail, branched fro,,, 7i„ 
fruli given forth by th# Tw„ haflo»*d and |u vin _ 
Istle-Trees, that no dttat of dcupondeney and sorrow 
may stain Ids radiant nature, that day by day hr may 
win greater in ItappineM, in joy and •pirituallty, and 
may grow to liecoiue even m a fruitful tree 

hor l,r i», after AIm|„ IHuhs. the guardian of (hr Cause 
of God, the Ahum. Ihr Hands (pillar*j of thr Cause 
ami th# beloved of the Lord must ola-y him and turn 
unto him. He that otieyrth him not, hath not ohryed 
God; he that turned, away from him. hath turned 
away from God ami lie that denicth him. hath denied 
lhe True One. lb*ware lest anyone falsely interpret 
these words, and like unto them that have broke,, the 
Covenant after the Day of Ascension (of BahaVUah) 
advance a pretext, raise the standard of revolt, wax 
stubborn and open wide the door of false interpretation. 
1 o notie is given the right ti» put forth hi* own opinion 
or express his particular conviction*. All must seek 
guidance and turn unto the Center of the Cause and the 
House of Justice. And he that turneth unto whatsoever 
else is indeed in grievous error. 

The Glory of Glories rest upon you! 

I he end of the translation of the Alleged Will of Abdul 
Doha. 
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The reader will note that the t- . 
tabulated as "Part I,” P art II.”a„d^ is 
Yet in the original document there is r,!' J? - " 

Uon which is Part I, II or III. This mdlc »- 

» as made by the beneficiary and alfegedT™ ^ 
or Shoghi Effendi himself. „ s was at30 J* ££ 

lation. It will further be noted that Part II 
contradicts Parts I and III. There is no men¬ 
tion made in Part II that there is to he a sue- 
cessor and a continual line of successors. On 
the contrary, it confirms what both BahaVllah 
and Abdul Baha said during their lifetimes, that 
the power of the Bahai Religion was to vest in 
the Houses of Justice whenever they would be 
established. There are many comments and 
deductions that I could make on this document, 
but these I shall have to leave for a future date. 

The following ten pages are fae-simile re¬ 
productions of the alleged will of Abdul Baha. 
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The pag e facing this is a fac-simile reproduc- 
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like unto Elias have we heralded Thy Kingdom. 

0 God! Attract the members of this church to Thy 
Beauty, protect and guard them under Thy Shelter 
and bless them! 

(Signed) Abdul Baha Abbas. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


A Check and two Manuscripts Intercepted—Every Incident 
Shows that Shoghi Effbndi, Mohammed Au and the 
Bahai Organization are the Arch Enemies of the Bahai 
Religion. 


Abdul Baha exhorts us to judge people by 
what they do and not by what they say, or pro¬ 
fess. Therefore, let us apply this gauge to the 
foregoing, as well as to the following facts, and 
measure them by this standard. 

In the autumn of 1919 I sent to Abdul Baha 
the manuscript of a book that I had written on 
the Bahai Cause. It was the same in substance 
as that which I have since published under t he 
title of “Abdul Baha and the Promised Age. 

I packed it with the greatest care and sent it 
by registered mail. At the same time I also 
sent au American Express Company chec * r 
$500.00 to Abdul Baha and asked him to app > 
't to some of the many charities he " as * 11 

ing." As my husband and I intended to ' 

. J; u ‘ quality of giving wan one of the t],'o iiivW-*' 1 '” 

at ^ ** a *'n. Ho deprived liimself very o » n i,i» hed 

ll that he might give to others. U.s cloak. B |£ wer y Miss."., 
it, v“.°t tcn tfven away. When he spoke '' ( , nl . h pnto. »» 
h t i * '«rk and pressed a shining qu‘ ,r * t | v () m* *• 

the unfortunates there farewell, it was . 

*“ of similar occurrences. 
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